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Mr. ABBOTT: "The minister went on
to state"; I did flot use these words.

Mr. MacINNIS: No; the minister did flot
use these words, but they are close to what
hie said and contain the implications of what
flic minister intended.

Mr. GILLIS: Read the words again.
Mr. MacINNIS: "In these uncertain and

abnormal times" particularly if a substantial
recession should occur in the United States
later this year.

Mr. ABBOTT: "Particularly if"; of course.
Mr. MacINNIS: Yes, "particularly if."
Mr. MICHAUD: We cou Id flot have a

depression here.
Mr. GILLIS: We have if in haîf the coun-

try. Take your own province of New Bruns-
wick.

Mr. MacINNIS: Then, at page 2548 the
minister said:

Moreover, our revenues are based on very high
levels of production, inconmes and imports which
we pro'bably cannot expect as normal levels in
future years.

Mr. ABBOTT: Thcre is no suggestion there
of an immediate depression. That is a per-
fectly cicar statement of fact.

Mr. MacINNIS: As I said before, it depends
exactly on what the minister means by "imone-
diate". Indeed in one place lie rcfercd to
the possibility of a depression occurring in
the Unit ed States this ycar.

Mr. ABBOTT: I want to correct My hion.
f riend. 1 did not use the word "depression"
at any point in my speech.

Mr. GILLIS: Recession.
Mr. MacINNIS: I do flot think that is

correct eiflier.

Mr. ABBOTT: You will flot find if. I can
assure my hon. friend hie will flot find it there.

Mr. MacINNIS: I shahl find it and show it
f0 the minister aftcrwards.

Mr. ABBOTT: If I wcrc a gambling man
I would offer a small wager.

Mr. MacINNIS: I amrn ot a gambling man
but I do not mind taking a chance on a sure
thing.

I wish to sav a fcw words on dominion-
provincial relations and social security. As 1
said the last time I spoke in the budget dehate,
I arn not going to try to apportion the hiame
for flic break-down in flic dominion-provincial
conference. But since the responsibility for
convening flic conference of neccssity rests on
the dominion government, the dominion gov-
ernment sliould cail the conference again as
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soon as possible. I would say "as soon as
possible" is as soon as flic session lias finishcd.
That conference shoold continue in session
until an agreement is arrived at, or until it is
made clear beyond the possibility of a doubt
wlio is preventing an understanding.

An agreement on taxes is only a small part
nf wliat must be donc if we are to, attain
for tlic people of this country flie economie
advantages and social securify which can corne
only frnm cooperation hetween the domhinion
and the provinces.

There is an urgent need in this country for
a national social securify programme that
will lie adequate in ifs provisions and f hat
wvill apply all across the country. It must
make provision for every Canadian citizen
who for any reason is prevcnfed from earn-
ing a living. I have before me flic proposaIs
of flic dominion government te the dominion-
provincial conference of 1945. These proposals
were drawn up some time in the summer cf
1945 and at least fo a person cf rny way of
f hinking fliey make good reading. I will
qîjote jusýt f wo or fliree paragraplis froin
page 1:

The preparations must be undertaken againsf
the background of severe depression and the
enormous dislocation cf war. Under the con-
di ,tions which existed for nearly a decade prior
to 1939. the Canadian economy did nef provide
adequate opportunities for empîcyment and
enterprise: the deficiencies in the provisions for
social welfare became strikingly apparent; the
structure cf government finance in our federal
system developed basic strains and weaknesses.
The war came hefore solutions to these prob-
lemns were reached.

And on flic saine page:
The demonstration of the potenfialities cf the

Canadian economy bas been one cf the outstand-
ing features cf the past few y ears. In a rela-
tively short time national production was
doubled. Nearly one-haîf cf this great]y ex-
panded output was de-vofed f0 war. In spite
cf this large effort, the general level c f civilian
consumption ivas not reduced: for the lower in-
corne groups it was significanfly increased.

If we can do that in war; if we can da
fliaf when a big share, perhaps hall cf our
cconomny is devofed fo war, is there any
Icason whli wec(annot de' it in a peacetime
cconomy? If any province or any number cf
provinces are standing in the way cf that
licing accomplished, f lese being tlie proposais
of flie dominion governmenf, it is up te flic
dominion government f0 ]et the country know
who are preventing these f hings from being
donc.

To me tlie distuihing factor is that flic
governmenf does not seem any longer f0 'be
infcrcsted in ifs own social security pro-
gramme. If seems f0 have given up flic idea,
if it ever lied one, cf in-ftituting a wide pro-


