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The next question:
Did CFCN, Calgary, 1010 kilocycles, ask per-

mission to inerease its output to 50,000 watts?
YeE', it did make that request, and it was

refused on grounds of general policy, under
which private radio stations are not given the
right to increase their power to that extent.

The next question was:
Was CFCN refused permission to increase its

output to 50,000 watts?
The answer is, yes. The question went on:
Who were the men who refused this permis-

sion?
The proced-ure is that the application is

made to the broadcasting corporation, which.
reviews it and makes a recommendation to. the
Minister of Transport, who, under the Radio-
telegraph Act has the power to issue a licence
if recommended.

Next:
Did C.B.C. seek concurrence of the govern-

ment in C.B.O.'s decision to refuse?
The government doe not interfere in the

management of C.B.C.
Next:
Did the governmfent concur? Was its concur-

rence the resuit of a ministerial decision, a
departmental, decision, a cabinet decision?

1 have given the answer to that.
Next:
What were the reasons for the decision to

deny CFCN-" the privilege of expanding its power
to 50,000 watts?

The reason was the general policy with refer-
ence to increasing the power of private stations.
The policy follows the recoxnmendations of
committees of parliament which have given
study to thîs matter.

Next:
If the decision was made bY the C.B.C. with-

out the government's concurrence, what were the
government's safeguards against preventing the
development of private stations that failed of
effectiveness in preventing this unwarranted
blocking of the development of the splendid
private station known as CFCN?

There is no attempt to interfere with CFCN,
except that the frequen-cy it occupies is now to
he occupied hy C.B.C. itself.

Mr. GRAYDON: That is really the whole
point. The minister cannot gloss over it like
that. When you take away the frequency of
a station you take away its listening audience
to a great extent, as the hon. member from
Greenwood indicated.

Mr. McCANN: A greater principle is
involvecl there. The airways of this country
belong to ail of the people of Canada.

Mr.,MASSEY: And not to C.B.C.

Mr. McCANN: No. CR0.. acts as trustees
of the airways for the people of Canada.

Mr. MASSEY: Operators.

Mr. McCANN: I for one helieve in state-
owned, state-operated and state-controlled
radio in this country, and that is the policy of
the party to which. the hon. member belongs,
the policy which his party endorsed in 1932.

Mr. MASSEY: No.

Mr. McCANN: Oh, yes. The then prime
minister of this country, the leader of my hon.
friend'à party, brought in a radio act in 1932.
Let me read what he said.

Mr. GRAYDON: At least you are going to
a good source.

Mr. McCANN: A few days ago when speak-
inýg in this house the hon. member for Calgary
West decried Mr. Bennett being quoted so
often. I do not quote him hecause he was
Mr. Bennett, or because I was on the intimate
terms with him, claimed by the hon. member
for Calgary West. I quote him because he was
the leader of a great party in this house, the
only one in thîrty years who was elected a
member, leader of his party and prime min-
ister. That puts him in a position where he
may quite properly be quoted. In a speech
that he made on May 18, 1932, on. the second
reading of a bill respeeting radio broadcs.sting
Mr. Bennett said, as reported at page 3035 of
Hansard:

Secondly, no other seheme than that of public
ownership can ensure to the people ef this coun-
try, without regard to class or place, equal en-.oyment of the benefits and pleasures of radio
broadcasting. Private ownership must neces-
sarily discriminate between densely and sparsely
populated areas. This is not a correctable f ault
in private ownership; it is an inescapable and
inherent demerit of that system. It does not
seem right that in Canada the towns should be
preferred to the countryside or the prosperous
communities to those less fortunate. In faet, if
no other course were possible, it might be f air
to suggest that it should be the other way
about. Happily, howevpr, under this system,
there is no need for discrimination; ahI may be
served alike. Equality of service is assured by
the plan which cails f or a chain of high power
stations throughout Canada. And furthermore,
the particular requirements of any community
may be met by the installation of low power
stations by means of which local broadcasting
service maybe obtained.

That speech was made after the policy
recommended by the Aird commission had
been put into effect. He went on to say:

I cannot think that any government would
be warranted in leaving the air to private
exploitation and not reserving it for develop-
ment for the use of the people.

Mr. GRAYDON: That stili does not baek
you up.


