
MAROII 25, 1903

the ground floor if thuy could bave got that
position. I rnay say that the revenue from
the post office and customs amounts to
about $13,000 a year.

Mr. LENNOX. I dusiru to congratulate
the bon. member for West Huron (Mr.
Holrnes) upon bis eluvation to the position
of deputy Postrnaster General. Hie tells
us that bue bas rucently apopinted some
person to the position of postrnastur, and
tbat hie appointed a iawyer bucause bue couid
not gut any onu butter. Weil, I myseif would
ho at a loss to ascertain wbere you could
got a butter man tban a lawyer. Doubtless
since the lion. gentleman was prornotud to
the position of deputy Postmaster Gunural
hoe bas been doing valiant service in suverai
ridings, and lie bas luft bis trail lu
proof of bis devotion to tbe present govurn-
ment. The Ministur of Public Works say s
thure is ground for congratulation in re-
spect to the Clinton post office in the fact
tbat the contract price of the building is
orly $9,500. The estimatus so far show that
we voted $7,500 last year, and we are asked
ta vote $8,000 additional this yuar, making
$1.5,500. Evun if wu stopped at this peýint
1 do not thiuk thuru is ground for con-
gratulation. The minister tells us that the
total amount will bu at ieast $18,000, and
w-heu we get this $18,000, I suppose, having
regard to the history of the past, we wll
bu requested to make a stili furthur appro-
priation. So there is no reasonable hope
that uvun $18,000 will finish the Clinton post
office. Thure is no ruason to believe that
uconorny is being practised lu this case, any
moru than in many other cases that have
heen before the committue. The hon. mem-
ber for Halton tells us that bue bias been
pressing the Minister of Public Works to
do justice to the smaliur towns and villages.
Theru is evury ruason why this mattur
should bu taken into considuration with a
viuw of doing justice to the rural munici-
palities by giving thern public buildings at
a moduratu cost. The suggestion made by
my hion. friend frorn Halton that the rusi-
dunces of the postmasters should bu comn-
biued witb the post offices so, ns to dispense
with the expensu of caretakers, is, I tbink,
a proper onu.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I
tbink in this connuction it would bue fair to
caîl the attention of the govurnment to the
policy of the Public Works Departmuent ln
uxpundiug large sums of mouey lu small
towns just emerging from the condition of
villages, on buil dings altoguther too ornatu,
too expensi vu for the purposu for wbich they
are desigued, and whicb, in fact, are more
o-ramental than useful. lu this way a gross
injustice is done to the agricultural portion
of the community, many of whorn bave to
travel two, tbruu or four miles to gut their
mail matter wben a large amount of uxpendi-
ture is made iu erecting these monumental

and expensive buildings iu littie towus,
merely emerging from the state of village-
hood. If favours are intended for towns
of 2,000 or more, 1 put in a dlaim
for a town in my own constltuency,
the town of Durham ; yet, 1 arn strongly
ln favour of some move belng made ln the
direction of the motion made by the lion.
member for East 'York (Mr. Maclean) lookc-
Ing to the establishment of a rural mail de-
livery system. This, I believe, would pro-
bably be a very uxpensive undertakIng and
one that the department could flot enter up-
on completeiy at the beginning; yet, some
experimental steps rnigbt be taken ln order
to find out wbat the cost would be ln extend-
Ing It over the whole country. 1 believe
that at any rate we sbouid take some mea-
sures to show our disapprobation of the prac-
tlce of erecting these costly structures, far
more costly than the requiremunts warrant.

Mr. INGRAM. As I understand it, there
was $5,000 voted for this building lu the
first place. Now, there is a contract lut for
$9,500 and the total cost will be about $18.-
000. Last year I drew thu attention of
the Department of Public Works to this
kind of thing going on lu respect to erect-
Ing public buildings. 1 asked then If there
were any arcbltects umployed outside to pre-
pare estimates, plans and specificationg for
these buildings. If there are sureiy the
arcbitect could corne to some nearer figure
than $5,000 or $6,000 for a building wbich
we are subsequently told Is golng to cost
$18,000. No private citizen would thInk of
doing business In that way and no wonder
that hon. gentlemen on this side of the
flouse criticise Items of tliis kind when tbey
rind these items growiug to trebhi the
umount at whicb tbuy were piaced when
first introduced. I say It: is bigb time that
something sbould be doue lu the direction of
puttIug a stop to this growing evil, for it is
a growing uvil. If the town of Clinton Is
entitled to a public building, one that will
meet the requirements of the towu, bas not
the departmeut an architect who bias brains
enougb to say whether a building proper
for such a town shahl cost $5,000 or $10,-
000 ?~ Instead of coming down with figures
of this kind, the tninister ouglit to lie pre-
parud to state exactly, or witbin a few lîun-
dred dollars, what a public building lu n
town of this lind should cost. I objuct very
strongly to this kInd of thing occurring year
after year la this Ilouse. The time of this
flouse bas been taken up ln dlscussing Items
of this kind more than witb the discussion of
any other subject lu thu Ilouse. I rim not
blarning the hion. Minister of Public Works;
this Is an old, crying evil. fie is not the
father of this evil by any means, but I hope
our good-natured minister will use is best
e~fforts to have this kind of thiug stopped
and If lie does I arn sure lie wiIl deserve
a-veuat credit and lie wiIl bu coniinendud on
tii side of the nlise.


