
make every effort to find ways of helping the Somali people - ail over Somalia - to address these
short-terni and long-terni problenis. We must help theni break the quarantine that Somalia finds
itself in."

The main purpose of the Saturday session was to discuss Somalia's current social and economic
problemns. The ways that could be improved include strengthening the private and public institutions
and encouraging international investors to invest in Somalia. Four complementary papers with
unique messages and reconinendations were presented.

In this session, Ms. Idil Salah welcomed ail the participants and the four panellists. The first paniellist
was Mr. Mohamed Dalmar, a former eniployee of the Central Bank of Somalia. Mr. Dalmar
discussed the monetary experience of Sonialia in the past tbree decades and the reasons that Somalia
has had a ver>' sad monetary experience niarked by financial chaos, currency collapse, runaway
inflation and econoniic muin. Mr. Dalmar asked, "What lessons cmi we learn fron the past
experience?" lIn response, he provided the following reconimendations:

- Donors should neyer give cash to the govemment. If they do so, they should know that they are
contributing to political instability ii' the country.

- Aid should be transparent, directed to speciflc developmental projects and initiatives, and
iniplemnented with conimunity participation and supervision.
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