Basic Rights of Workers
Governments will:

— Exchange informational materials regarding their labor legislation, with the objective of
contributing to better mutual knowledge of such legislation as well as to promote core labor
standards recognized by the International Labor Organization (ILO) -freedom of association;
the right to organize and bargain collectively; the prohibition of forced labor; the elimination
of all exploitative forms of child labor; and non-discrimination in employment. Such
information will also include references to the mechanisms and/or legal authorities of
Ministries of Labor to implement core labor standards as a fundamental component of
productive workplaces and positive labor-management relations.

— For these purposes carry out the exchanges by, among other means, furnishing

-informational materials on relevant changes to their labor legislation, mechanisms and/or
legal authorities for implementation of core labor standards, and progress in the area of
labor-management relations, to be provided at a meeting of the Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Labor, to be held in 1998 and their other meetings, as appropriate, including
with the assistance of the Organization of American States (OAS), International Labor
Organization (ILO) and Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

— Further secure their observance and promotion of internationally recognized core labor
standards. In this context, they recognize the ILO as the competent body to set and deal with
these standards and support the ongoing work of the ILO with regard to exchanges of
information and the negotiation of a new Declaration of Principles on Fundamental Rights
of Workers and appropriate follow-up; believe that economic growth and development
fostered by increased trade and further trade liberalization contribute to the promotion of
these standards and should lead to higher levels of employment; similarly reject the use of
labor standards for protectionist purposes, and, in this regard, note that the World Trade

~ Organization (WTO) and ILO Secretariats shall continue their collaboration.

Indigenous Populations
To promote greater participation of indigenous populations in society through adequate access to
education, health care, and occupational training, with the aim of improving their standard of
living,
Governments will:
— Support activities in the field of education aimed at improving the participation of
indigenous populations and communities in society. Such activities would seek to strengthen

the identity of indigenous populations and promote respectful coexistence among different
social groups in communities and States.
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