
In February 2000 we assembled a large group of Canadians interested i Cyprus, and other

experts ini various fields that might be relevant to a Cyprus solution (including conflict

resolution, diplomacy, social sciences, conimunity relations, education, federalism) along with

members of the House of Commnons and Senate, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and foreign

affairs officiais charged with Canada's relations with Cyprus. After reviewing the history of

Canada's interests i Cyprus and current events at that tinie, we encouraged participants to thin

about the necessary aspects of "living together." The results include a snap shot of how the twc

Cypriot conimunities (and their supporters in Canada) view key issues. The meeting concluded

with a general sense that Canada and Canadians have experiences and perspectives on "living

together" that could be of value to the coinmunities i Cyprus. I particular, Canadian experier

with flexible federalism, multicultures and a human security approach to problem solving coul<

be useful for Cypriots seeking a settlement.

From this discussion and our earlier work exploring possible international applications of the

Canadian experience with federalism (Living Together: International Aspects of Federal

Systems, W. Kymlicka and J.R. Raviot) and with managing diversity (Managing Diversity in

Plural Societies, Magda Opalski editor), we undertook two follow-up meetings,,with participar

from each of the two Cypriot conimunities: Turkish Cypriots in Banff and Greek Cypriots in

Larnaca. The goal of these parallel meetings was to test the interest in Canadian experience wii

"living together" (especfal1y federalism and majority-minority relations), mutual learning for

both Canadian and Cypriot participants, and the promotion of a solution in Cyprus through intt

)uragii


