
6. Protecting free expression during elections.

Canada, through Elections Canada, the International Cèntre for
Human Rights and Democratic Development, and any number of NGO's, has
long
been invotved in monitorinlg and providing technicat assistance for the
proper conduct of etections in other lands. There is every reason to
expect this rote to continue, and perhaps even to expand. But it would also
be useful to expand the nature of the work involved to include various
aspects of free expression related to etections. The International
SFederation of Joumnalists, among others, working on the basis of principles
laid down by UNESCO and the Council of Europe, has spelled out what this

itask would entail in their usefut Election Reporting Handbook.

SIt could include severat components. One would be public education,
to make it absoiuteiy clear that there can be no such thing as a free and
fair election without a free press and fuit freedom of expression. Second,
as already implied, journalists can be trained to understand the speciai
rote and responsibilities of the media during an election campaign: issues
of bias, editorial independence, equal time, and the tike. Third, a
monitoring function is becoming necessary in elections in a number of
emerging nations, where joumraiists, quite predictably, have been pressured
by govemnments to siant their reporting.

Fourth, and even more ominousty, joumnalists have been subjected in
recent years ta violence and intimidation during elections in South Africa,
Kenya, and Nigeria; ironicaiiy, the more courageous journatists use the
Intemnet to get the reai news out, the more at risk they become. Local
joumnalists, supported by foreign election advisors and monitors, shoutd
cati upon ail patiticat parties and national authorities to dectare their
support for the safe, unimpeded pursuit by joumralists of their craft
during elections. In fact the International Federation of Journalists, in
their Election Reporting Handbook, has recommended formai guidelines for
both govemments and media, setting out principtes for each that will atiow
elections to be canied out in the freest, fairest and most informed manner
possible.

7. Promoting national sources of news and information.

To Canadians it is an aid problem: the determination to have the
Canadian story adequatety refiected in the media of the day. Many emerging
nations are increasingiy concemned about the same probtem, but whereas
Canada has traditionaity facussed its attention on so catled cultural
properties-broadcasting, magazines, films, music and the


