PROTOCOL 1

ProTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF
12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS
OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CoONFLICTS (PrROTOCOL I)

PREAMBLE

The High Contracting Parties,
Proclaiming their earnest wish to see peace prevail among peoples,

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the
Charter of the United Nations, to refrain in its international relations
from the threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial
integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,

Believing it necessary nevertheless to reaffirm and develop the
provisions protecting the victims of armed conflicts and to supplement
measures intended to reinforce their application,

Expressing their conviction that nothing in this Protocol or in
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 can be construed as legiti-
mizing or authorizing any act of aggression or any other use of force
inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming further that the provisions of the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949 and of this Protocol must be fully applied in all
circumstances to all persons who are protected by those instruments,
without any adverse distinction based on the nature or origin of the
armed conflict or on the causes espoused by or attributed to the Parties
to the conflict,

Have agreed on the following:



