
millions3 and about $2.3 billion has been spent on OTH-B (with only one station

operational today).Y Authoritative accounts of satellite programmes usually (and wisely)

avoid any reference to the costs.

However, for those who insist on some numbers it could be noted that the

Canadian RADARSAT is budgeted for about $CDN 400 million (not including launch

costs to be borne by NASA), and that the Swedish Space Corporation estimated the

programme cost to provide a single satellite designed for monitoring multilateral

agreements from space at over $US 400 million.55 Any military programme is sure to

require a constellation of satellites. One assessment of a space-based radar system for

continental air defence estimated the cost of each radar satellite to be in the half to one

billion dollar range. Continuous worldwide coverage would require a constellation of

nineteen satellites, and intermittent worldwide coverage ten, while an experimental version

for intermittent coverage of the polar regions could be provided with three.s6 In order to

feel able to verify the INF Treaty and a proposed START agreement, the United States

added a five-year programme for modernization of observation satellites costing $US15

billion.5 7 These are indeed major undertakings.
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