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A Time of Change

In our rapidly changing world, where
ideas transcend borders ever more
easily, the strength and accomplish-
ments of democracy and freedom are
increasingly apparent. The inherent in-
ability of oppressive systems to fulfil the
aspirations of their citizens has become
equally evident.

In the Soviet Union, important
changes are underway. We welcome the
current reforms that have already led to
greater openness, improved respect for
human rights, active participation of the
individual, and new attitudes in foreign
policy. But much remains to be done.
We still look forward to the full
implementation of the announced
change in priorities in the allocation of
economic resources from the military to
the civilian sector. If sustained, the
reforms will strengthen prospects for fun-
damental improvements in East-West
relations.

We also welcome the marked progress
in some countries of Eastern Europe
toward establishing more democratic
institutions, freer elections and greater
political pluralism and economic choice.
However, we deplore the fact that cer-
tain Eastern European governments have
chosen to ignore this reforming trend
and continue all too frequently to violate
human rights and basic freedoms.

Our vision of a just, humane and
democratic world has always under-
pinned the policies of this Alliance. The
changes that are now taking place are
bringing us closer to the realization of
this vision.

We want to overcome the painful divi-
sion of Europe, which we have never
accepted. We want to move beyond the
post-war period. Based on today's
momentum of increased cooperation and
tomorrow’s common challenges, we
seek to shape a new political order of
peace in Europe. We will work as Allies
to seize all opportunities to achieve this
goal. But ultimate success does not
depend on us alone.

Our guiding principles in the pursuit
of this course will be the policies
of the Harmel Report in their two com-

plementary and mutually reinforcing
approaches: adequate military strength
and political solidarity and, on that basis,
the search for constructive dialogue and
cooperation, including arms control, as a
means of bringing about a just and
lasting peaceful order in Europe.

The Alliance’s long-term objectives are:

— to ensure that wars and intimidation
of any kind in Europe and North
America are prevented, and that military
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aggression is an option which no
government could rationally contemplate
or hope successfully to undertake, and
by doing so to lay the foundations for a
world where military forces exist solely
to preserve the independence and ter-
ritorial integrity of their countries, as has
always been the case for the Allies;

— to establish a new pattern of rela-
tions between the countries of East and
West, in which ideological and military
antagonism will be replaced with co-
operation, trust and peaceful competi-
tion: and in which human rights and
political freedoms will be fully guaran-
teed and enjoyed by all individuals.

Within our larger responsibilities as
Heads of State or Government, we are
also committed

— to strive for an international com-
munity founded on the rule of law,
where all nations join together to reduce
world tensions, settle disputes peace-
fully, and search for solutions to those
issues of universal concern, including
poverty, social injustice and the environ-
ment, on which our common fate
depends.

Maintaining Our Defence

Peace must be worked for; it can
never be taken for granted. The greatly
improved East-West political climate
offers prospects for a stable and lasting
peace, but experience teaches us that
we must remain prepared. We can over-
look neither the capabilities of the
Warsaw Treaty countries for offensive
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military action, nor the potential hazards
resulting from severe political strain and
crisis.

A strong and united Alliance will
remain fundamental not only for the
security of our countries but also for our
policy of supporting political change. It is
the basis for further successful negotia-
tions on arms control and on measures
to strengthen mutual confidence through
improved transparency and predictability.
Military security and policies aimed at
reducing tensions as well as resolving
underlying political differences are not
contradictory but complementary.
Credible defence based on the principle
of the indivisibility of security for all
member countries will thus continue to
be essential to our common endeavour.

For the foreseeable future, there is no
alternative to the Alliance strategy for
the prevention of war. This is a strategy
of deterrence based upon an appropriate
mix of adequate and effective nuclear
and conventional forces which will con-
tinue to be kept up-to-date where neces-
sary. We shall ensure the viability and
credibility of those forces, while main-
taining them at the lowest possible
level consistent with our security
requirements.

The presence of North American con-
ventional and nuclear forces in Europe
remains vital to the security of Europe
just as Europe’s security is vital to that
of North America. Maintenance of this
relationship requires that the Allies fulfil
their essential commitments in support
of the common defence. Each of our
countries will accordingly assume its fair
share of the risks, roles and responsibili-
ties of the Atlantic partnership. Growing
European political unity can lead to a
reinforced European component of our
common security effort and its effi-
ciency. It will be essential to the success
of these efforts to make the most effec-
tive use of resources made available for
our security. To this end, we will seek to
maximize the efficiency of our defence
programmes and pursue solutions to
issues in the area of economic and trade
policies as they effect our defence. We
will also continue to protect our techno-
logical capabilities by effective export
controls on essential strategic goods.
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