~

LT o -3 -

| ; : Ladles and Gentlemen let me now turn to another facet of

| the Camomealth more partlcularly how we in Canada see 1t

It has been our conv1ctJ.on that membershlp in the ¢ am\onwealth

'e.nables Canada to draw on a tremendous reserve of knowledge aryi experlence

v gathered by others but fme.ly accessible to us - accessmle because of

cnm: tt&iltlms, attitudes and institutions. Certainly we consider that

mbaramp in fhe Cammormwealth car;ﬁl‘enents our activities in other world

bodles and is a usaful antidote against elements that sametimes cause

oountnes to ﬁocus theu: attention on purely regmnal or contmental
quést.:.a'\s. Wehave, pnrtlyﬂnnkstotheCamomaealth ﬂ'ehabltof
oonsxdarmg pmblems m wider terms. _ _

_ ﬂ'm he mturned from the Singapore meetlng of Heads of
vaa.n'lunt in 1971, Prime Mmlster 'I‘rudeau told our House of Chrmons
that it was his vied that Cana‘da oould get along w1thout the Cam'onwealth
h:tttmtwcaxldmtgetalongnearlysowell thatnoproblensmldbe
solvedbyﬂnbtenk-upofﬂ)eCamomealth thatnomembermuld find it
eqsier to advance J.ts own u}terests in its absence. The Declaration that -
was produced at that meeting and the principles expressed in the Declaration
k!%in,mi]ssmindndevelopm;ofthemthardwéhavema

ldmg"hny‘sim:e then. When one examines that Declaration and the steps that

-havebeentahenwlﬂxinthefranemrkofthemmmwealthbofulﬁl its temms

thene is some cause for . self-oongratulatlon although the.re i8 no reason
for cmplaoan:y. As we have seen over the years, the Oannxwealth-pmvides
a cmstmctxve example of a xmltl—natlonal approach o v1ta1 to peace and

;n:ogresstoday. ibtalk'cogether ueconsultoneanother keco-operate

w:.thoneanother weexchangekrmledgearﬁuewsonamderangeof



