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WHAT 1S F000 CONTROL?

ERNEST B. ROBERTS (Food Control Board.o! Canada).
What is food control, this new knewledge forced, on Man

by war? It is the most appaliing undettaking the collective
world bas had. Lt is the fight against World Famine.

Food Control is no more "fixing" prices for the massez,
than it is spoon-feeding for the individual. Price-fixing is
a small, often only an insignificant, part of ils ramifica-
tions. Food Control in its last terms' Is food production,
food possession, food distribution and food allotment by the
State. That is what it has corne to, in ail but name lit
France, in England and in ltialy. It came-, perhaps less
demecratically, in Germnany and Austria-Hungary many
rnonths ago. In Its international aspect, Food Control now
means, or will shortly mean, the finding of food for be-
tween 400,000,000 and 500,000,000 people three times a day
for seven days a week as, long as the war lasts, and as long
afterwards as may be reqoisite to restore, ail over the
world, the disturbed means of distribution-a period put
at aflywhere between one and three harvests.

Control is Not Wand-Waving.
With the cobwebs off our eyes so that we understand

that Food, Contrel is net wand-waving about 'fixing"
prices, sornething else cornes into slght. Lt is that Food
Control is everywhere an utterly new knowledge for mani.
Like aerial flight and under-sea navigation, it was known
theoretlcally before the war. Each of these new practi-
cal sciences may be continued for peace purposes when the
last ceho of belligerency bas died. "And the greatest of
these" is Food ControL. il may be, indeed, one of the in-
explicable compensations for so rnuch suffering to-day
that Food Control, started chiefly throughi the vile drlvlng
purpose of war, rnay, in the future, belp to rlght those dire
inlecuahities of Poverty and destitution by teachlng a better
a fairer, a Wiser distribution of foodstuffs.

Mr. Herbert Hoover, the Ulnited States Food Adminis-
trator, recently said that the "war has entered a phase ini
whlch food domninated the econornlcs, strategy and states-
manship, not only of the countries at war, but of neutrals
as well." There is somnething odd and unexpla.lned te us
in Canada, living on the fuiness o! things by the profits
of war orders from the Mother Country, te be told that
four neutral nations are on bread rations. Holland, Switz-
erland, Denmark and Sweden have less lntrlnsloaliy to do
wlth the war than Canada has. Their existence la hiot
dlrectly at stake. Why should they have hardshlps and
deprivation? Switzerland la reported to be on shorter
rations than even any ot the warring counitries, to be ai-
mos! as short of food as overrun, broken Belgiumn. Our,
duity,' next to that of the Allies, is té) share our food with
such innocent neutrals. Lt is in the "spirit of the warne,"
this comradeship arniong peoples, although il is but a minor
aide of the new dernocratic science of Fuod Control. This
international sharlng of food mneans a new lLrotherh ,ood of

In the Hun Programme,
GLerrnan Food Conitrol is a part of ruthless strategy. Ger-

mnany had includede this science arnong here forty years o!
calculated study for ber war o! conquest. Her owil in-
nations.
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