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Report of the Union of Canadian Municipalities on

Recent Business

Owing to numerous calls upon the time of mem-
bers of the Executive in other directions, the usual
Ottawa midwinter committee meeting had to be
cancelled for the present, and this report will take
its place.

1st.—Finances. The revenue of the Union is in-
sufficient for its current work, owing to a number
of members having economized in the wrong direc-
tion by not sending the usual annual subseription.
It is trusted that this will be corrected in connection
with the subseriptions now again due.

2nd.—Re next Convention. Having sounded the
circumstances, and views of many of our members,
we fear that the agreeable prospect of holding next
summer’s annual convention, in Vietoria, B.C., will
have perforce to be again postponed owing to the
war, and a central city substituted.

3rd.—Re Unemployment. Fortunately the dark
prospect for the present winter, which threatened
us last August, was dispelled by the wonderful
crop in the north-west, and the strenuous endeavors
of the Union to provide against trouble, were hap-
pily ended, and have been replaced by efforts to
aid in solving methods for preventing unemploy-
ment after the war, and financing loyal agricultural
immigrants, and returned soldiers.

4th.—Re Western Canada Telephone Co. Bill.
This bill, being badly drawn, was found very in-
jurious to municipalities, particularly all those in
British Columbia. The Union of Canada Muni-
cipalities called attention to its defects which caused
several scores of protests from the principal cities
and towns of Canada to be wired to Ottawa. In
consequence, and aided by the energetic President
of the Union of B.C. Municipalities, the bill was
totally remodeled in accordance with municipal
rights,

5th.—Two Bills, emanating from the Canadian
Northern Railway Company, one being the Niagara,
St. Catharines and Toronto Railway, and the Tor-
onto, Niagara and Western, were complained of by
a large number of the Ontario municipalities as in-
fringing on the Hydro-Railway Commission system
of electric railways for Ontario. The Union did its
best to support the municipalities in the - lively fights,
which resulted, and stood side by side with the
Hydro-Electric Union of Municipalities, of which
Mayor Church of Toronto is President, and T. J-
Hannigan, of Guelph, is the esteemed secretary.

This movement has recalled the fact that the
Hydro-Electric Commission movement arose out 0
the Union of Canadian Municipalities in the day$
when Sir Adam Beck was mayor of London. The
Winnipeg Hydro-Electric system had a 'similar
origin.

6th.—Re Ontario Department of Municipal Af-
fairs. The recent announcement of the Ontario
government, by the Hon. Mr. Hanna, of its inten-
tion to establish a department of municipal affairs
is another gratifying outcome of the years of en-
deavor in this direction by the Union of Canadian
Municipalities, and which it is hoped will be fol-
lowed by those other provinces which have not yet
answered the same call.

The foregoing report illustrates the continued ad-
vantage of union and harmony among all the munl-
cipalities of the country, great and small.

Faithfully yours,
T. L. CHURCH,
President, .
W. D. LIGHTHALL, .,
Hon. Secty. Treas.




