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hTlie %anawer of the ýSupreme Court ta

qlUsations submitted tai it On behaif ofthee4ladian Government, touching its
POe r i ii re a i n t the M anitoba school

the il Wilbave Snrprised few, unless by. lnAc O f tn imity an the part of the
thdes f ltb a décision, affirming

18i fte Administration of the day
thSlsder the question ofintrferilg with

4 5 gsîatj0  of
h ta be Within its jurisdiction by the

bave, ,,dCai authority in the Empire,

Itieyîc Wb ri:b with it possible conse-
to ce Pblee are glad it la unnecessary

>5 jehltn blafo- At the moment of writlnan
Ikeof the d e s otbing but tho bare

pote, o ýcisian, but as this la, we sup-
1 PP 51peas a. reasoned judgiuient,"

t a lte date, we presume, be
ra eahJuatice's arguments in

support of bis conclusions. Meanwhile, let
us hope that this vexed question m)ay now
be finally put ta rest. An appeal to tise
Judicia] Comimittea of the Britisit Privy
Cauncil, if available, would be almcst
fatuous under the circurnatances.

A good deal of interest is felt in the bill
which. Mr. Conmiee proposes ta introduce in
the Legisiature, for giving the ballot in the
élection of Separate Sehool trustees, and
which it 18 believcd will receive the support
af the Governinent, and, therefore, become
iaw. Perbaps it would be more neccurate
ta say that a good deal of interest was felt
ini the measure until the Premier gave the
public ail ink]ing of the kird of measure
it is ta be. Such a bill as is foreshadowed
in the Premier's speech in the debate on
the address cannot have a very seriaus in-
terest for friend or opponent. It will be a
fine illustration of bow flot ta do the thir g
that is supposed to, be done. Sir Oliver in-
timates that the bill will simply make it
optional for Separate School boards ta
adopt the ballot if they wiFii. rhis is in
line with the Archbishop's suggestion that
the ballot bas flot been asked for by the
boards. 0f course not. The boards are
flot the votera. They have been elected un-
der the open-vote 8stem, and are the pro-
ducta of whatever undue influences may
have been brought ta bear by the ccclesiaE-
ticai authorities, whereas if there is any
real ne(d of the ballot it is ta protect the
votera tram thia vory influcnce. The fact
that the existing law conditions the use of
the ballot in the éection ot P~ublic School
trustees in like manner upon the choice
of the trustées themseîves, simply proves
that that law is also a farce, sa far as the
protection of the voter is concerned. Rather
it would be a farce were the Protestant
electors exposed ta any auch pressure or in-
timidation as that which is alleged ta create
the necessity for the secret ballot for the
protection of the Roman Catholie voter.

If the people of Canada ara well pleased
with the manifestations of intereat in their
country and its eoncerna by those who oc-
cupy the higbest place as the represanta-
tives of Royalty, we may hope that t.be
Governor-General and Lady Aberdeen, on
their part, are equally well pleased with the
heartineas of the reception averywhere given
them in their visita ta varions parts ot the
country. We venture ta hope that the de-
monstrations of weicome have been found
and will be found lacking in no clement of

respect cr cordiality. We are sure Chat
tbose demnonstrations will, as a mile, be free
tram everything savourîng ot affectation or
servility. In this cannection we may, we
bape, be pardon-.'d for expressing aur regret
that the students of aur chief University,
in the exubérance of their pleasure at the
visit of Ilis Excellency, gave the sanction
of thair example ta an aid cuatomn whiclî is,
it scems ta us, ana cf those which are much
better bonoured ia the breacb than in the
ob)servance. We rater ta their putting
thamacilves in the place of the beasts ot bur-
dan in canveying their vice-regal visitors
fromt ane part oft he grounds ta another.
We do not know the arigin of this custom,
but we have neyer been able ta, attach any
meaning ta it which la nat quite too sugges-
tive ot Oriental servility and so quite out of
place in the frac, democratie atmosphere of
this Western world. We cannot conceîve
of it as pleasing ta, those in whase honor it
was in this case donc, thaugh, of course,
thcy cauld not take exception ta the tarin
which any compliment paid ta, them might
assume. We had haped that thia mode of
honourîng public nmen had become obsolete
in C1 anada.

The A>nerican Journal of l>olics
containa an excellent article by a
young Canadian wrjter, Mr. W. Sanford
Evans, Président of the Canadian Club,
Hlamilton. The subject is 'l<Canada and
Politicai Re-unian, tram a Canadian Stand-
point." The paper is a reply, and a very
effective one, ta an article which appeared
in the December number of i he samae maga-
zine, tram the pen of F. W. Glein, entitled,
IlThe Political Re-union of the United
States and Canada." We have hitherto
had little ta say with reference ta atray ar-
ticles like that of Mr. Glün, or the tiradep,
kindred in sanie respects, tbough diflerent
in style and spirit, which have ]ately ap-
peared in sucb journals as the New l'ont,
Sun, the Philadeiphia IPress, etc., because
we thaught little needeà ta be said. The
writer, be lie Englisb, Canadien, or Ameni-
can, who can ta-day sec *any indications of
the slightest tcndency on the sida of Canada
towamçls political union-' re-union " is, as
Mr. Evans shows, a inisnanier--witli the
Uinited States, must I)055C55 a vision sa
much keener than tha ordinary that any
attempt ta compare notes ivitb hlmi would
be utterly fruitîcast. On tlîe ather band,
the man wha can suppose, at this stage of
Canadian history, that Canada. can he eoer-
cd into a union for wbicb sha bas no desire,
by commercial pressure, or by pressure of
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