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muaf emigrafe ; the farmer will lose on one hand m-ore than lie bas gained

on flie other. The only people that are likely to flouriali are the fexv

speculative gentlemen whose personal interest lies la bringing the two

countries into closer connexion; agents and niiddlemon of ail kinda, who
will represent American business bouses bc-re ; and the labour eînployed

by any particular industry thaf may be incidentally developed lu the course

of the American quest of profit. And sucli being, as we believe, the

likely consequences of adopting Commercial Union, it would be as weil,

perliaps, at flua early stage of the discussion-at the beginning of wliat

promises to be a vigorous pro-American trade crusade-fo pause and

enquire wbetlier the blessing of Commercial Union may not be purcliased

at too dear a rate. Mr. Wiman toid us flic other day, in bis address to

the Canadian Club, thaf the Americans would certainly neither pay us

money for our Fisliery privileges nor grant partial Reciprocity in exchange,

and therefore, lie urged, we liad botter agree at once to full Reciprocity,

or Commercial Union :that is, as we eau expect to get no fair recompense

for a portion of our properfy that the Americans covet, we had better

Make fbema a present of not only that, but of ail else we possess besides.

And for what InL spite of protests to tlie corntrary, does anylmody of

experience believe fliat witli Canada redtnced to flie dependent condition

we bave depicted; or, te take flie brigb fer picture lield up te our view b)y

the Commercial Unioniats, with Canada made prosperous by A ierican

gold and enterprise, swarmiing with American exploiters,-can anybody

believe that Annexation would be far distant ? And la that wliat we

wiab for i It la the fisli the Amnericans expect to catch wlien thcy hait

their hook s0 femptingly with Commercial Union : but are we s0 iii love

with American morals and manners that we are ready te eut short our

niational growth in order te become Americans?' If is fitting that we

should look honestly at ail fhe consequences of the contemplated union,

even at flua early stage of the cou rtship ; for an engagement on the basis

of Commercial Union would inevitably involve final miarriage. If la beat

fIat we should do this at once, whule flie coerting la ail on one aide;

Ofberwise we may drift unconacioualy into a miost dangerous flirtation,

fromn which if wilb require ail the parental authority of the Meflier

Country and thie energy of Young Canada te reacue us. Of fthe former, if

18 Probable, we may resf assured. The days are past wlien England was

ready te tbrow ber colonies away-wlîen Mr. Gladstone with but a little

Persuasion would bave given up even Gibraltar te Spain; and we are

ulucli mistaken if the epening of an alternative route from England te

the East and Australasia acroas fis Dominion do net bind the Dominion

fo the Empire witb a force fliat nothîing but the disintegration of the

Wliole fabrie eau dissolve. And as te Young Canada-have our young

Inen no0 national aspirations ï1 That is incredible te anyone wbo lias

Observed flic awakening life, thle pulalugs of fhe national heurt, evident la

80 many directions of late. Canada la nef a nation, as the boy la nef a

'nla',; but natural growfh will correct fiat defeet. It may be hoped flic
I11an, may still continue te stand beside his Mother-hie can do s0 withouf

any loas of manbood ; but te be absorbed in bis youth lut o fhe Amierican

I-Tn1ion, as one State or t wo among forty te be reduced te the hopelesa dead

level of republiean niedioerity, 'would be moat deplorable aunihilatioîî-an-
iliilafion of a freali, vigorous individuality thaf, standing in advantageous

conftrast te a neiglibouring society framed ou a different pattern, cannof but

b' good for flie future of both. ____
EFvEN'rs are proving the truth of the prediction uttered by Mr. Gold Win

Sn1ifli last summer, fliat flic victory thon gained by flic Unionista was net

fli' end, but the beginning, of the struggle for the maintenance of the Union.

Wbenl Mr. Gladstone gave flic sanction of bis great naine te flic demanda

o! fhe Nationalists, lie flung a brand into Britishi polities that will buru whule

lic lives, and cause flic combhustion of mucli besides the î-ubbish of flic Irishi

luestion. Home Rule lu flic shape lie preposed will, it is certain, nover

lie granted while England romains so greatly tic foremoaf member of flic

Tjaifed Kingdoms ; but some fair system of local government for Ireland,

'attory te Irisîmen, will ne doubf be evolved during flic present

a8.tifafn, and wlîen flic dusf of flic bitter controversy lias eleared away,
Xlan'ld, let us hope, will amile once more, witli ifs soil in flic undisputed

eiossession of ifs peasantry. To bring flua lasf and greafeaf desidcrafum

about, sacrifices must ho made, botb by flic present nominal owners and

by the nation. Absentee landlordism, and perhiaps resident landlordiam,

is 'responsible te a very large extent for flic preseut troubles ; and lu flic

COriing sefflement regard may justly ho lad te thle revenues thaf bave been

drawn from flic baud, and in great part spent elsewbere. Laudlords as
'Well as tenants bave flicir duties ; and if if is truc that by evading these

diities flie landlords bave alrcady received flic f ull value of their jand lu

rllnf5 tînt bave been used wliolly for personal. purposes, they must nef expeet
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to receive the value over again in compensation, now the reckoniny lias to

be made. Some reduction ia their dlaims is reasonable;, but as this might

press hard on present possessors--the "innocent holders "-or on mortgagees,
the nation at large ought to contribute to the settiement. Justice must be

doue ail round, that ail may be satisfied. Twenty or thirty million sterling

spent in this way, would be the very best investment England could make

just now.

WHAT sum in reason that could be named would be too mucli for Eng-

land t0 pay for the cure of the iii that lias afflicted Jreland '1 Even the

hundred and fifty million that Mr. Gladstone's land-bill of iast year

would have invoived wouid not be too great a price, and might have been

paid if Mr. Gladstone had not coupled it with the grant of ilome-

Rule, and raised suspicion about the wisdoin of bis acheme by credulously

holding out that the sum would b- repaid by bis proposed ine-Rule Gev-

ernment. If there had been no0 H-ome-R{ule in question, that selieme of land-

purchase, modified in the direction of insisting on the land lords' participation

in any needed sacrifices, might have passed. But Mr. Gladstone lias aban-

doned thaf part of bis plan ; and, holding to Home-Rule, lias driven this like

a wedge into the side of England, splicting ifs society from top to bottom --
splifting bis own party into two irreconcilable camps, and, as is probable,

utterly wrccking if. If lie live for a few years longer, the great Lîberal

party xviii be but a memory, represented in a surprising evolution by sucli

politicians as Harcourt and Labouchere. The one reputable namne oit ifs

rolla now is Mr. Gladstone's, and that is jusfly sufficient to make if respect-

able in the eyes of a large portion of the people :but, lie gone, with ail

ehie that was respectable la it joined te a man f0 the Unionist party,

nothing will be ef t to save it from the disrepufe to which low courses are

now fast bringing if. Happily, the end is certain ; and this the opti-

mistic Parnellife symipathisera who are to-day as confidently predicting

the final triumph of Home Rule, as they were a year ago the thon

triumph of Mr. Gladstone, might profitably bear lu mnd ; the political

brigands wbo follow Mr. Gladstone's uuihappy lead, and are aiding

the Parnellites to wreck the Britishi Parliament, are not of tlie class

the English people usually eiîfrust with the office of Governinent.

During the past f wo centuries there have been WVhig Governments, suc-

ceeded by Tory Goveruments, which have aoain given place to Whig ; but

it will be observed that always these changes have taken place when the

suporseded Goverament bad ceased to be respocted. That was of late

beginning te bo the case with ecd successive Gladstone niinistry; and it

is now glaringly s0 with the Gladstonite party-always excepting, how-

ever, Mr. Gladstone hiasîf. Almnost every mnan of repute in public life

supports the Unionist cause, whetlîor as Liberal- Unaionists or Conservatives.

A few there are, like Lord Granville and Lord Rosebery, whose personal

attacliment for Mr. Gladstone keeps themn by bis aide ; but is if likelv

that, lie retnovod, sucli men will continue ln compnny with the ilarcourts,

Laboucheres, and Morleya, who will then have control of flie forlorn Home-

Rule rump 1 Rather is it likely that the Hlome 1ulers will formn an

insigniticant and barmîcas, thougli noiay, faction, while a new great

Unionist Party, comprebiending ail that is best of Conservatism and Libe-

ralism la the tliree Kingdoms, will carry on the work flic present great

Liberal leader has se lamentably led his forces away from la pursuif of

this ignis /ataus. ____

Soua restraînt ouglit te bo put on Mr. William O'Brien's projected

agitation against Lord Lansdowne la Canada. The Plan of Carnpaign

should not be put in operation bere; nor should we permit our public men

f0, be terrorised by Irish agitafors. If Mr. O'Brien sots foot la Canada, he

ouglif at any rate to ho placed under the striceet surveillance. When

statesmen like Mr. Chamberlain are tlireatened with assassinafion for

oppoaing the designs of these self-elected Irish tribunes, everybody coný

nected witli a Conspiracy which notoriously lias a murder wing, should

be closely watched. Mr. O'Brien's mission may recal an old Fenian

reminiseence :an Irish agitation, nef unlike that proposed to be raised

by Mr. O'Brien, had for one resuit the murder of D'Arcy MeGee.

1T is fair to Mr. Parnell for the present to discredit the aufbenticity of

the lotter imputed to him by the Times,; but lie must not romain long Ilun-

decided whefher te prosecute the Timnes or not." During some weeks, the

Times has been publishing a series of articles plainly aecusing the Par-

nellifes of complicity witb the murder wing of the Irish Conspiracy ; this

charge flie Parnellites have treated with a disdainful but somewhaf sus-

picious silence ; but now thaf the charge la erystallised in this way, it

must be met if our belief in the innocence of the accused la fo continue.
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