 fendant laid hold of the complainant.

oy

amination, witness said that
me on all the while the prohibi-

e nea ey
uoce was of minor importance.
itine contended for a right to re-

4 that the matter should be sent

ns.
ry objected to both—the first as
and the latter request as a breach

't being expressly agreed that the

suld be left entirely to the disposal

Lsaid he did not. think, from the

chat had transpired in the course

e ease, that it was ome which

¢ sent to the sessions, but was one en-

. +aly for the magistrate’s: disposal, and he
‘ ghould therefore now adjudicate upon it. The
. defendant was called on to answer on a criminal

" I'proceeding for having assaulted the complain-

! ant.  The faets themselves were not in dispute,
or so'little at variance as not to be worth men-
tioning. The only material difference was,
whether any conversation took place before de-
Except-
ing in that, there was no difference, and from
the position complainant was in' and what was
~ ¢ ' going on around, it was probable that the de-
-+ “fendant did speak, but that the complainant did
. mnot hear him.  Very unhappy differences had
long been existing respecting the mode of sol-
emnizing divive servige, and Mr. Liddell had
taken occasion to refer these several matters to
the diocesan, who expressly provided for them
by advising that the better course would be to
discontinue the practice which had given rise to
reference «being made to hiniy and the incum-
bent liad done all in his power to put a stop to
the mode of solemmization complained of. On
the Sunday in question a very small portion of
‘the’ congregation—described a8 six out of . a
‘thousand—began to chant, and’ while on this
_ portion of the sabject hie (the worthy magis-
trate) should expressly refrain from offering any
opinion as to the legality or illegality of the
course adopted by the complainant in chanting
‘or singiig a portion ‘of the services, or as to
whether such a'course was not consistent with
propriety and decorum. He, at the same time,
felt himself thoroughl'y incompetent to form a
" gorrect opinion on such a subject, and even if
he did express one, he was quite sure it would
have very little if any weight in a case where
party hents had risen to so deplorable o height.
It was clear, however, that Mr. Portal, the of-
ficiating minister; who was earrying’ out the
order which had been given respecting the ser-
vice, had observedl some discordances, the re-
sponses et the fag end, as it were, clashing,
from the time occupied in ‘their delivery, with
_ the next sentence of the minister, there being
the discrepancy of a portion reading and a por-
tion ehanting, and the defendart observing this,
_endeavoured, whether harshly or not—and there
was, perhaps, some slight difference in that re-
* #peet—to put a stop to it. He (the magistrate)
saw notling in this ease, notwithstanding what
had been urged by counsel, to induce him to
- come to the conclusion that the complainant in
chanting was actuated by any other than a re-
ligious and conscientious motive. It was de-
fendant’s duty to ‘endeavor to put a stop to, by
interfering, and prevent any disturbance during
the service.  The assault complained of was not
of & violent character; and as it appeared to
him (Mr. Arnold) that the defendant, whether
rightly or wrongly, acted as he did'in the con-
viction that he was in the discharge, at any
rate, of what he conceived to be his duty, it was
‘not a case which in his opinion could be dealt
with eriminally or penally; it was not a case
that ealled for punishment at this tribunal, and
upon that ground, therefore, he dismissed the
summons.
“The decision was received with every, de-
monstratoin of satisfaction.”

. ACHRISTIAY Miss1ONARY SCHEME FOR CHINA.—
A Rev. J. J. Roberts, who is said to have been
the Christian preceptor of Tae-ping-Wang, the
head of the new Chinese dynasty, has cir-
culated a letter amoirgst the foreign residents in
China, the object of which is to propound a plan
for more efficient missionary. operations in thhit
country. He proncses a committee of co-opera-
tion, to congisi of all ma'~ f‘nrn?Evm missionaries
either from G many, France, En tland, or the
United States, 1v .;\44'“, crate with one another
and with Tae-ping-Wang uud s Chinese con-
verts, He states that the grand design is toleave
everygnember free, ¢ feeling the full weight of
his responsihility to God.” In other words, Mr.
Roberts’s intention is to free the members of his
committee from the supevintendence or control
of any mission society athome, They are to be
answerable to none but ¢ God and the commit-
tee itself.”

New Coroxtat Brsmorrios.—As soon ‘as the

. Bishopric of the Mauritius'is duly formed, and
the Rev. Mr. Ryan, the Bishop designate, con-
secrated thereto, arrangements will beset on foot

" for the division of the diocese of Toronto, out of

which two new gées will be formed, the seat of
one of which will be at Kingston for the seven
eastern districts, and the other at London or
Woodsetock for the seven western districts. The
fund loeally raiged for this purpose already
amounts to upwards of 8,0001., and it is expec-
ted that the two sees will require for their en-
dowment a capital sum of 10,000%. in addition
to what may be derived from local resources, or
specially contributed by persons interested in the
partieular dioceses. Tt isalso intended to extend
the episeopacy in India by a subdivision of the
present eriormous diocese of Calcutta. This, how-
ever, will be left in agreat measureto the wisdom
" and liberality of the Indian Government. The
erection of n new see at Perth, for Western Aus-
tralia, is under considqgi‘tion.l : Tii:x Society f(;:
the Propagation of the Gospel in Koreign par
has appgogrinted out of itsJubilee Fund 38,0001
towards a endowment of a see:at Perth, and the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge has
also made a liberal grant for the same purpose.
The Bishop of New Zealand, who is at present
in England, is taking steps for the subdivision of
his diocese by the erection of a see at Lyttelton
or Christehureh.  When all these arrangements
are completed, there will be thirty-four Bishop-
%ricg in the colonies and dependencies of the
ritish Crown.—Morning Chronicle.

Mzepicar Hoxours ror A Bispor.—The Rev.
Dr. M’Dougall, Bishop designate of Borneo, has
been elected a Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons. Before taking holy orders the rev-
erend gentleman was a surgeon, having passed
his examination at the college on June 3, 1839,

THE BISBOPRIC OF CORNWALL.—THE CHURCH
" AND THE PEOPLE.

In discussing a question of so grent impor-
tance as this, it is necessary in the first place
to remember that the Church of England is in a
state of transition. Coerded and shackled from
the period of the Revolution, and especially
from the accession of Gtiorge I, her dignities
and parochial Incumbencies were regarded only
ag matters of patronage, and bo?h Parliament
and the Government of the day withstood ge,.y
effort to extend her usct‘ulness_and even tdfulfil
her plain first duties, which nrglght give her any
the least independence of action, or lesson the
money value of livings. The Government
gagged her by silencing her Convoeation, and
the Legislature forbad and prevented both
church extension and increase oi: the elergy.
Within the present century Dr. Middleton, our
first Indian Bishop, was unable to obtain a
second parish church for the parish of St.
Pancras, of which he was vicar, though the
population had then increased to 50,000 souls.
An Aot of Parliament was required to enable
him to do so, and the bill which he promoted
for that purpose was thrown out in the House
of Commons, Nor was power allowed to the
Bishops to require the appointment of Curates
adequate to the'necessities of a parish, however
the revenues might afford the proper number.
The House of Lords indeed passed a bill giving
the necessary power, but the Commons effectu-
ally crippled it, by inserting a clause which

rovided that where there was a second Curate,
the Incumbent should not be bound to pay a
Jarger stipend for the two than the law appointed
for one. ;

While Church extension was thus made im-
possible, the Church of England was nearly
quadrupled. The manufacturing system created

great towns for whose hundreds of thousands
there was no spiritual provision, none to care
for their bodies or souls; while the metropolis,
the centre of a vast and over-increasing Colonial
Empire, went on enlarging as it became more
and more the metropolis, not of Great Dritain
alone, nor even of the British Colonial Empire,
but what it really is, the metropolis of the whoﬂ
world. The masses in this, vast metropolis,
well as the great manufacturing towns, were,
from the almost inevitable circumstances and
necessities of their position heathens, and hea-~
thens of the worst description. The savages
| to whom we send our missionaries are _low in
intellect and knowledge, if their superstitions
are debasing ; and they are controlied by their
Chiefs and’ Priests, if they want intelligence to
guide themselves. But our home heathens have
the intelligence of eivilization, ‘the license of
free Government, the hardships oft poverty
amidst surrounding wealth, the excitements of
refi nt ever pr ted to their view, while
 pleasures the most debasing, drink and sensual-
ity, are ever at hand, to temptitheir instinctive
cravings. This is no exaggerated view of the
lowest class of our great towns, and that lowest
class bears a fearfully large proportion to the
whole.

But what, it will be asked, have the minis-
ters of religion been about, that they have
suffered such a state of things to arise and
exist? ~ We have answered the question asit
regards the Church. An establishment adapted
to the wants of six. millions cannet meet tire
requirmenis of twenty? not to say that the
population has been massed in particular spots.
Dissent, whether Congregational or Wesleyan,
cammot reach the classes who cannot or will not
gonitribute to its gupport. Where the preacher
is supported by pew rents, the old Romish pro-
verb literally applies—‘‘no peunny no Pater-
noster.” - It may include the decent poor who
take sittings, but it cannot reach the heathen

r. The strength of Dissent in large towns
is among the middle and trading classes ; those
who are generally understood by the term
‘decent people.” Besides, the system cf Dis-
sentis unsuited to the work. Its congregations
ave voluntary associations: of individuals and
families taken out of the erowd from here and
there. Its system, according to the admission
of its ablest leader, Mr. Binney, is exclusive. It
takes, and can take, no territoriol charge within
which it is responsible for all. Methodism is
far more extensive and comprehensive in its
nature: but, notto say that Methodism consists

of two antagonistic powers, a conservative car-
ried out to despotism, and a democratic carried
out to license; with nothing to control and com-
bine them, and which for years past have been
at open and destructive war, Methodism in its
peaceful days proved itself unable to penetrate
the heathenism of great towns. We ghall form
a very false and exaggerated idea of ity power
from observing it in cur own, mining parishes
and districts. There it established itself under
shelter of the Chureh, to which for a very long
time it appeared ouly as subordinate and auxil-
iary. As the population of these parisils rapidly
increased, but -with no additional church-room,
the meeting-house took the excess, and as this
excess became aslarge majority, it took at last
almost thie whole ; but it must be remembered
that not only are the mining population pecu-
larly intelligent and correct, bub that their
immediate employers, the agents and captains
of the mines, ure almost always tlieir religious
friends and teachers, as Loeal Preachers and
Class Leaders; so that all are cared for and ob-
served. But in very large towns, Methodism
has signally failed to reach their heathenism.
Take, as a proof, the number of its members in
the six principal towns of England ‘at the’
three successive periods—1747 when the first
returns were made to the Conference; 1872,
and 1882, a period previous to the dissensions
which bhave since distracted the societies:—
1767 1822 1832

Tiondon i svs cater’ 2,860 000 8,149 4.0 10,288

Biatoh. i iy 008 2uiRa80) sy 2,861
8, ey v . i st 1§ A 20 ees 26,000,007 1-6,628
Birmingham (1775) 1,060 ... 4,906 ... 6,476
Liverpool (1775) ... 820 w, 2,700 .. 4,065

Birmingham (1780) 681 ... 1,500 ... 1,919

! 6,995 25,835 31,185

The three latter towns first appeared in the
minutes of conference at the dates annexed to
them ; anddt is to be observed, that at the first
period,, the whale number of meimbers in the
Methodist Societies was under 26,000, In the
decennial period from 1822 to 1852 theincrease
given was onein 4000 inhabitants; avery small
fractional proportion of the increase of popula-
tion. Still, during the whole period between
1767 and 1832 there was a steady increase in
the numbers of the Socicties—from 1772, to
1782 averaging 1,200 in a year—=to 1792, 2000;
to 1802, 8200—to 1812, 6,140—t0.1822, 55600—
and to 18382, 4,430. But since the quarrels be-
tween the Conference and the Societies, they
hiave lost 100,000 members, there being a de-
cline of 5000 in the past year.

It is plain therefore that Methodism is not
the agent to overtake the spiritual destitution
of the country, and still less can congregational
Dissent be relied on.  Both have signally failed,
and from their nature and constitution must
enevitably fail, in the attempt to penetrate the
heathen masses. What then remains, hut to
bring out the Church as a missionary power;
and how to effect this is the great question of
the day, whether we regard onr political, social,

or religious interests. It igiw question which
involves four important poinT¥¥-as to the Paro-
chial Clergy, how to provide the needful auxil-
iaries, with due regardto order and harmony—
as to the Cathedral Dignitarics, how to make
them available as a leading working power n
the several Dioceses—as to the Episcopate, how
to obtain the needful increase, and what shall
be the position of the new Bishops and their
relation to the spiritual Peerage—as to Synodal
action, how it shall be made effectual and safe,
as well in legislating for the spiritualities of
the Church, as in providing the means of that
combined and united action, which shall check
if not prevent divisions, and do that work or-
derly and well which is now imperfectly at-
tempted by voluntary societies.

These, it is evident, are vast and weighty
considerations, which all are inseparately linked
together, and the whole must be well considered

which involves a new and untried prin-

s we have said, we live im an-age of
religiou; as well as of political -._t-rn'usitiou.. The
Chureh has been established—it is required to
become a vast and energetic missionary powers;
and we shall seriously err, and prepare for our-
selves much future trouble, if we disregard this
truth. We shall consider next week lfow‘.theee
considerations apply to the question of a Bishop
of Cornwall.— Cornwall Gazelle. 2

any one
ciple.

Yorgsmrg CHURCH UnioN.—A general
meeting of this Union was held in the West
Riding of Northampton on Thursday Oct. B,

when the following resolution was umuumousl'y
adopted :—¢ Additional Bishoprics: That this
union gratefully acknowledges the mngnvxﬁcent
offer recently made by the Rev. Dr. Walker,
who proposes to resign the incumbency and
patronage of St. Colomb Major, estimated at
the value of £1600 a year, with a large and new-
bm,lt. rectory house, towards the endowment of
L& bishopric for the county of Cornwall, and
carnestly hopes that every facility will be af-
forded for carrying this munificent offer into full
effect. That this unioni also cordially wishes
success to the application made by the mayor
and corporation 0¥N6wcnstle to the Ecclesiasti-
cal Commissioners for the endowment of 2
bishopric in that town.”

Crogpent oF ENoraxp Liruraican RevisioN
Socrery.—This Soeiety has published the fol-
lowing ‘* Declaration of Principles and Objects’
—1. The members of this society desire, in the
first place, to declare their adherence to the
important principle éxpressed in the title and
opening clauses of the Sixth Article of the
Church of England ; that—¢ Holy Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation ; so
that witatsoever is not read therein, nor may he
proved thereby, isnot to be required of any man
that it should be believed as an article of faith,
orbe thought requisite ornecessary to salvation.”

in their connexion, before we can take a step in |

The Chureh.

vantages arise to a Christian Church from the
possession and use of an authorised liturgy, by
help of which in the public service of Almighty
“God ““all things” may “ be done-decently and
in order:” (1 Cor xiv. 40.) And they belieye,
moreover, that the Book of Common Prayer is
generally sound in its doetrinal, and edifying in
its devotional, portions. III. The preface to
. that book asserts that ¢ it hath been the wisdom
of the Church of England, ever since the first
compilation of her public Liturgy, to keep the
mean between the two extremes, of two much
stiffness in refusing, and of ‘too much easiness
in admitting, any variation from it.”  On the
maxim thus presented for their guidance, the
members of this society desire to act, and are
moved by such ‘#veighty and important con:
siderations,” as arise from *the exigencies” of
these present times, to seek farther ¢ changés and
alterations therein;”’ some of which, as the most
necessary to be made, they now proceed to
specify :—1. The Rubric: the word Priest to be
changed. 2. The Ordination Service: words
abused to the purposes of sacerdotal assumption
to be altered. 8. The Visitation of the Sick:
the Ahsolution to be omitted or qualified. 4.
The Baptismal Offices: words asserting the
spiritual regeneration of each recipient to be
altered: 5. The Catechism to be revised. 6.
The Burial Service: general language to be em-
ployed in expressing hope for the departed. 7.
The Athanasian Creed: the damnatory clauses
to be vmitted. 8. The Apocryphal Lessons to
be replaced by Scripture. I1V. A careful ex-
amination of the changes here specified will
illustrate the chief aim of this society, which is
to bring the Book of Common Prayer into closer
conformity with the written Word of”God and
the principles of the Reformation, by excluding
all those expressions which have been assumed
to countenance Romanising doctrine or practice.
1t is believed this object will be greatly advanced
by the combination of numbers, and the aban-
donment of desultory for systematic action. All,
therefore, who &re friendly to the cause of ¥ro-
testantism in our Church—all who would gladly
sce the letter of our formularies, which have
been altered for the worse more than once since
the Reformation, brought again into harmony
with the pirit of that glorious epoch—are invited
to eo-operate in this work, and to aid the
society with their contributions, their influence,
and, above all; their prayers. V. As the Book
o Common Prayer in its present form is, * part
and parcel” of the law of the land, and change
in a-single Rubric affects the Act of Uniformity,
not the slightest alteration can legally be made
in it (thongh more than one éllegal change are
to be found in its pages) without the consent of
both Houses of Parliament, and the sanction of
the Crown. With a view, therefore, to obtaining
such a revision of our Liturgy as shall meet the
wints of the age, the members of this society
propose to collect, digest, and cireulate, as
widely ns their means will allow, information
connected with the object of Liturgical reform,
in the hope of awakening the public mind to a
more adequate sense of dangers, present and
imminent, which encompass the Protestant
Ciiurch of our fathers, and of comprehending
within that Church many earnest Christians,
who are now conscientiously deterred from her
communion. They will attempt this by means
of tracts and occasional papers; by deputing
trustworthy representatives of their principles to

s

these shall be called for; by preparing petitions
to Parliament for general signature; and by
such other constitutional methods as occasion
ghall furnish or suggest. VI. With the Divine
Dblessing upon these endeavors, and on the dis-
cussions and inquiries which they may be ex-
pected to produce, it is hoped that Parliament
may, at no very distant period, be induced to
address the Crown for the appointment of a
royal commission, in which laity may be com-
bined with clergy, so that what is for the good
of all ¢lasses may be settled by the wisdom of
all, afd a proper basis laid for sound liturgical
reform. Without such reform the members of
this gociety are convinced that no ecclesiastical
changes, however well intended, can possibly
reach to the root of existing evils, whether of
priesterafior formalism, or can render the Church
of England \ % her mavtyred reformers un-,
 doubtedly int o be—n fai i

" to the truth of God as he is in Chris
a diligent keeper of His Holy Word in its integ-
rity and undivided authority.

SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE (GOSPEL®
— "his Society has it in contemplation to open
& ‘und for maintaining an additional number of
0.ergymen at the seat of war.—Morning Chronicle.

IRELAND.
From the Guardian.

Party and religious excitement is still rife
amongst the men of Eaniskillen, in connection
with the late atrocious attempt at wholesale
murder, and much harm appears to have been
done by the violence of the Irish press on both
sides, ~On Wednesday a large meeting was
held at Enniskillen, ¢ to give expression to the
feeling of the county ” on the occurrence, at
which the feeling of the country certainly found
very free utterance. The first resolution set
forth—** That this meeting desires to record its
profound gratitude to Almighty God, and to ae-
k'uowledg'e that it was by the special interposi-
tion of His providence that the lives of 800 of
our Protest it fellow-countrymen were preserv-
e’, on the 15th September, from a murderous
plot to destroy them by a cruel death.” © And
the second was as follows :—¢« That while we
disclaim all vindictive feelings, and desire sin-
cerely to forgive our enemics, we know there
exists a widely-spread secret conspiracy in. this
country, extending itself throughout the Uni-
ted Kingdom, whose object is toaussail the lives
and liberties of Protestants, and whose mem-
bers carry out the doctrine that to promote such
an objgct i8 t0 do God service; and we avow
our belief that the late gigantic crime is but the
natural result of such a system.” As might
have heen expected, very early in the meeting
there occ]g;red ‘;‘aﬁwcene”:_

¢ Mr. Edwar aguire, J. P. (a -
tholic), objected to tﬁe terms of gzheligz?:tgi.
He thought it was not fair to
Ropish plot, for—(Hisses),

«The Chairman inquired whether Mr. Ma-
guire proposed‘moviug an amendment ?

:1‘ Mr. Maguire replied such was his intention;
an

¢ The Chairman _directed that gentleman to
_ give in the amendment in writing.  After a

short delay, Mr. Magnire said he Lad simply to
move—>* 'I:hnt the outrage was a Ribbon, and
not a Popish plot.” (Hisses, shouts of “Put him
out,” and cries of ‘ Order, order.’) Several gen-
tlemen near the chair appealed ‘to the meeting
to hear Mr. Maguire,
¢ Mr, Blpomﬁg]d reminded Mr. Maguire that
the resolution did not characterize the outrage
as a ‘ Popish plot.” .

¢ Mr. Maguire said that it had been so de-
scribed by a former speaker,

¢« Mr. .Bloon}ﬁeld rejoined that Mr. Maguire
had no right, in moving an amendment, to take
cognisance of anything except the words con-
tained in the original resolution,

¢ Mr. Maguire observed that it was a mistake
}o saylthut Ribbonism was a part of Popery. It
ormed no portion of the )
i Ch‘l)m:h. system of the Roman

¢ Mr. Bloomfield assured My, Maguire that
he never for a moment supposed that the belief
referred toin the resolution—that by destroying
certain individuals service was done to God—
was one of the doctrines of the Roman Catholie
Church. It was, however, & doctrine of Rib-
bonism. (Cheers.)

«The Chairman inquired whether Mr. Ma-
guire wished to move another amendment ?

¢ Mr. Maguire declined to do so, but request-
ed leave to make a few observations,

¢« Mr. Maguire then proceeded,”

After the meeting large sums were subscribed
for the discovery of the criminals,

call the outrage a

An investigation has been made by direction
of the Poor-law Commissioners into ecertain
charges against the Rev. Mr. Owen and other
officers of the Dingle workhouse, of tampering
with the religionof Protestant paupers. It had
been stated by letter to the commissioners, by
the Rey. S. I Lewis, that two Protestant or-

1L They are firmly persunded that great:ad-

<

plmns-—childreu of Protestant parents—James

address public or other meetings, whendver |-

esus, and |

Thomas and Sarah Thomas, both under twelve
years of age, were closeted one day recently in
the room of the matron with th» Roman Catho-
lic. Chaplain, Mr. O'Sallivan, and the matron,
Mrs. Gay (a Roman Catholic), and were present
-at mass in the workhouse on the following Sun-
day, contrary to the wish of their guardians.
The girl, Sarah Thomas, was first examined by
Mr. Horsley, who had been appointed to conduct
the investigation. . She stated that— |

«QOn the 12th day of September Father Owen
came into the school where she was. A couple
of the girls dragged her out of the school after
him when he went out. The mistress, Miss
Sweeney, laughed when she saw them do it.
The girls said they would slit her nose if she
did not turn to mass. They dragged her to the
door of Mrs. Gray’s rooms; the milkwoman,
Mrs. Denehan; opened the door, and the girl§
pushed her in. Father Owen and Mrs. Gray
were in the room. She said to Father Owen
that she wished to turn because the children
were threatening her. He put his hand on her
head, and said, ¢ Wait until Sunday,” and told
her to learn the Catholic catechism. She went
to mags the next Sunday. She had no wish to
go tomass if she was not threatened. The girls
were always at her. - They kicked her out of
her bed onenight. The wardmaid, Mary Shea,
found her there and put her into bed. One of
the girls, Ferriter, said she would not sleep with
her becauseé she was a Protestant.”

The wardmaid and the girl Ferriter were ex-
amined, and, after some hesitating, admitted
the truth of the latter statements. The boy was
then examined, and replied : —

¢ He thought it was a sin to tell a lie, because
all liars will have their portion in the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone.

¢The Rev. Mr. Owen (starting up and taking
his hat)—I won’t stand such trash as that, I'll
leave the room. g

«Mr. Lowis—What a wonderful effect one

text of Seripture has. One would think thata
bomb-shell fell through the roof.

¢« My, O'Sullivan. (resuming his seat)—I ob-
Jjeet to that boy being sworn.

¢« Mr. Horsley—Do you know that an oath is
calling God to witness ?—XNo, sir.

«Mr, O’Sullivan—There is brimstone for you.

« Mr. Horsley—I shall tuke your statement
without swearing you.

¢ Boy continued—IHe went to mass the day
his sister went, because all the boys were killing
him. [Rey. E. Cowen—There is conversion for
you.] They often struck him. One boy hit
him “in the eye and cut him. He was greatly
frightened. He thought they would kill him.
They were always at him. because he would not
go to mass with them. When he went to mass
he wanted to get out again, but the boys would
not let him out.”

Mr. Horsley said he should expressno opinion
on the matter, but lay the whole evidence before
the commissioners.

COLONIAL.
DIOCESE OF QUEBEC.

The Lord Bishop of Quebec has igsued the
following Circular to the Clergy of the Diocese
of St. Francis, having the intention of visiting
that portion of his Diocese in the latter part of
January and the former part of February :

¥ Queero, 8th Nov., 1854. «
ReveReEND SIir,—I beg to inform  you that it
ig my intention’ with the divine permission, to
hold a confirmation at on ——, and you
will be pleased therefore to use your faithful
and sedulous endeavours in assisting the young
persons and others who are candidates for the
rite, under your spiritual charge, to prepare
themselves in earnest for so solemn an occasion
of their lives.

I trust that there is no necesgity for my guard-
ing you against accepting the simple repetition
of the Catechism (although a competent know-
led#® of this formulary, and especially of its
substance ‘and meaning, must be required) as
the qualification which will enablé the candidates
to pass: nor yet against any undue uncasiness
in admittiug them for the nfere sake of making
up a respectable number. A medium, however,

h reduces the rite to little
than a formal compliance with an ecclesiastical
custom, and:the unwise and hurtful rigor which

exacts as the condition of admission, certain

evidences, real or supposed, of a spiritual process
within the soul, in baptised subjects who are as
yet in an early stage of their christian course,
and to whose ulterior development in faith and
love, this very rite is to be regarded as subsidiary
—the laying on of hands. being comprehended
among the the principles of the doctrine of Christ,
which are to prepare the way for going on unto
perfection. - (Heb. vi. 1. 2.) .

The following are to be regarded as standing
directions for all occasions of the kind :—

1.—As a general rule open, however, o special
exceptions, no eandidate to be presented who is
under the age of 15.

9.-~No tickets to be given to persons of
questionable deportment—nor to any persons
till after a bona jide and sufficient personal
examination by the clergyman. This rule, how-
ever, will be understood with some relaxation in
the cases of those whoui he has already been
satisfied to admit to the communion;

3.—All candidates to give in their names
before a limited day, which shall be at least one
fortnight before the day of confirmation. Extra-
ordinary circumstances which may seem to
call for a dispensation from this rule, to be
reported to the Bishop for his decision, upon his
arrival.

4.—The candidates to be earefully instructed
to answer, distinetly and audibly, at the time
of confirmation, to the question addressed person-
ally to themselves and to make the responses in
the confirmation-service in the same manner,
including the repetition of the Lord’s prayer.

~5.—Chalrs to be provided within the rails for

the Bishop and Chaplain. s

6.—The tickets to be delivered to the Chaplain,
in cases where the candidates are numerous, not
when they first come up to the communion-milg,
but separately by each successive row, imn:ne.dx-
ately before kneeling for the actuil imposition
of hands.

7.—The candidates to remain in front qf the
rails, after receiving imposition of hands, till the
whole ceremony is gone through, and the
episcopal address delivered; and all to kneel
down during the several prayers, and the bless-
ing with which they are closed.

8.—If any of the meirical psalms be sung
upon the oceasion, ftgie first four verses of the
second part of the 119th psalm may be chosen.

9.—The candidates to be instructed that the
rite of confirmation is introductory to the
privilege of admission to the holy communion :
and an exact record to be kept by the clergy-
man, of the names of the persons confirmed, in
which it shall be noted when t'hey hecome com-
municants, a report of al‘l which sha]l‘ be made
to the Bishop at the ensuing cnpﬁrmatxon.

I am, Reverend Sir,
Your affectionate Brother,
G. J. QuEszc.

The Rev.
DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

CHuren Soc1ery's OFFICE, Nov. 1, 1854.

The monthly meeting of the Central Board of
the Church Society was held this day—the Lord
Bishop in the chair. The secretary laid on the
table a copy of the form ordered to be printed
at the last meeting of the Central Board for
distribution among the ¢lergy, to enable them to
furnish information to the 8. P. G. - The meeting
agreed in the n;doptifm of a seal for the society,
and authority was given to the Hon, Judge Me-
Cord to have the same prepared. It was re-
solved on the motion of the Rev, Canon Ban-
croft, seconded by the Hon. Judge McCord, that
the Dean of Montreal, Archdeacon Lower, Rev.
Canon Bancroft, Rev. W. Bond, N. 8. Tyler,
Bsq., Dr. Holmes and the Secretary be appoint-
ed a committee to prepare resolutions and
nominate movers and seconders thereof to make
such prepemtions as may be required for the
general annual meeting, to be held on the third
Tuesday in January.

An abstract of the Treasurer’'s accounts was
Jaid on the table, ffom which it appears that the
following sums have been received since the last

meeting, viz.:—For the general purposes of the
Society, subscriptions from Mascouche and
Terrebonne, £3 16s. 3d.; Do. from West Farn-
ham, £3, 12s. 6d.; Do. at Latrevois for 1853,
£5 178, 94.; Archdeacon Lower’s subseription,
£1 5s.; John Crawford, do., £1 bs.; Mrs. John
Crawford, do., £1 5s.; Mrs. Chapman, £1 5s.;
Rev. Canon Leach, £1 bs.; a friend, per E. E.
Shelton, £1.

And for the Widow’s and Orphan’s Fund—
Collection at Clarenceville, £2 1s. 9d.; Do. at
Sorel! £4; Do. at Vandreuil, £1 3s. 81.; Do.
at Henryville, 16s. 8d.; Do. at Coteau du Lac,
£2 6s. 8d.; Do. at Edwardstown, 12s. .4§d.
Subscription at Mascouche, £3 16s. 3d.; Do. at
West Farnham, 10s.

Epwarp J. Rocers, Secretary.

The Lord Bishop of Montreal has given notice
of his intention, under divine permission, to
hold his Triennial Visitation for that Diocese in
the Cathedral Church at Montreal, on Wednes-
day the 17th of January next. Divine service,
with the Holy Communion, will commence at
halt-past ten o’clock A. M.

Coroxian CuurcH AND Somoorn.—The Bi-
shops Designate of Sydney and the Mauritius
have signified their adherence to the Colonial
Church and School Society by accepting office
as Vice-Presidents.

Tue Recerer Stame.—The following official
letter has been received by the Secretary of the
Colonial Church and School Society :—¢¢ Inland
Revenue, Oct. 17, 1854, Sir,—In reply to the
inquiry contained in your letter of the 11th
inst., I have to inform you that, as some doubt
is entertained as to the liability to stamp duty
of receipts for subscriptions or donations to
charitable institutions, the board will treat such
receipts as if they were expressly exempted from
duty.—1I am, &ec., Tnomas Kroan.”

The venerable Archdeacon of York, Dr. Be-
thune, preached in the cathedral on Sunday
morning ; the subject of his sermon was from
the 2nd Habakuk, ¢ The Lord is in his Holy
Temple, let all the earth keep silence before
him.”

In the afternoon the Rev. T. S. Kennedy,
secretary to the Church Society of Toronto,
preached on the Gunpowder Plot. Thenational
anthem was played on the organ as the congre-
gation departed.— Quebec Mercury.

UNITED STATES.

Tur Oupes? Cuurcn.—The Boston Journal
says: The oldest church now existing in the
United States is one near Smithfield, Isle Wright
county, V. It was built in the reign of Charles
I., between the years 1630 and 1635. The
brick, lime, and timber were imported from
England. The timber is English oak, and was
framed in England.—The structureis of brick,
erected in the most substantial manner. The
mortar has become so hardened that it will
strike fire in collision with steel.

AMERICA.— Delaware.—The church of the
Ascension, Brandywine hundred, Delaware, was
consecrated by the Right Rev. the Bishsp, on the
12th Sept.

From the Clerical Journal.
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

Alexandria aad her Schools, Four Lectures.
By Rev. Cuaries Kinasiey. Cambridge :
Macmillan.

These four lectures were delivered by Mr.
Kingsley at the PhiloSophical Institution of
Edinburgh, and are published by him at the
request of his audience. He pleads this request
pas an apology for the publication of a work
which seems to him fragmentary and crude, and
which he fears is not exempt from inaccuracy
and solicism. The lectures contain a sketch of
a great and many-sided subject, free and off-
hand, yet by no means random and inaccurate ;
the author is an able artist who can draw a
clear and spirited outline in a very few strokes;
he is no pedantic antiquarian, collecting purpose-
less facts ; but a philosopher of history, whose
aim is so to reproduce the life, that he may

B e ot et
of mind, honesty of purpose, decision,—dome-

times over-positiveness, of judgment, and
thorough aversion to the hollow and insincere.
The style is rapid and inartificial, and there still
clings to it a little habitual imitation of Carlyle.
From this last peculiarity we hope Mr. Kingsley
will ere long thoroughly emancipate himself.
Gladly would we see him retain many of the
great and noble ideas of that prophet of his
early reverence; but we hold that no man of
genius, as we believe Mr. Kingsley t) be, should
condescend to imitate a'style. Our style should
be the truthful expression of our own idiosyn-
cracy (we are sorry to use the horrid long word,

but it expresses best our meaning) ; & borrowed
or imitated style is a sham. |

The author thus describes the object of his |
lectures :— 2 {

“Thege lectures are meant neither as essays .
ngr as orations, but simply as a_collection of |
hints to those who may wish to work them out
by themselves; and, I trust, as giving some
glimpses of a central idea, in the light of which
the spiritual history of Alexandria, and perhaps’
of other countries algo, may be seen to have in
itself a coherence and organic method.” 3

1t is, in fact, a lesson from ancient history,
which the author in_dites and means his hearers
and readers to receive, as a help to understand
and meet the crisis of our own age. Of the
momentous nature of that crisis he has the
deepest feeling—n feeling which evidently wakes
and sleeps, and lives with him. ;

£ T cannot but subseribe to the opinion of the
many wise men who believe that Europe, and
England as an integral part thereof, is on the
eve of a revolution, spiritual and political, as
vast and awful as that which took place at the
Reformation; and that, beneficial a.s that revo-
lution will doubtless be to the destinies of man-
kind in general, it depends upon the wisdom and
courage of each nation individually whether that
great deluge shall issue, as the Reformation did,
in a fresh outgrowth of European nobleness and
strength, or usher in, after pitiable confusions
and gorrows, a second Byzantine age of stereo-
typed effeminacy and imbecility.” i

The whole work has been written in the pre-
sence of this idea ; and we cannot fail to observe
that, whether Mr. K. writes of a Pagan geometer
or grammarian, a Jewish Rabbi, a Christian
‘Father, or an Arab Hakim—all of whom have
successively exhibited themselves on the Alexan-
drian stage—his interest and anxigty are, where
those of all earnest men must be, in hisown age.

The first two lectures refer to the Ptolemaic
era.

The following is the portrait of the founder of
the first Alexandrian schools :—

“ A man than whom history knows few
greater, Ptolemy, the son of Lagus. He was an
adventurer, the son of an adventurer, his mother
a cast-off concubine of Philip of Macedon. There
were those who said that e was in reality a son
of Philip himself. ,However, he rose at court,
b8came a private friend of young Alexander, and
at last his Somatophylax, some sort of colonel of
the Life Guards. Aund from thence he rose
rapidly, till, after his great master’s death, he
found himself despot of Egypt. His face, as it
appears on his coins, is ol the loftiest and most
Jove-like type of Greek beauty. There is a
possibility about it, as about most old Greek
faces, of boundless cunning; a lofty irony, too,
and a contemptuousness,” especially about the
mouth, which puts one in mind of Goethe’s ex-
pression—the fuce altogether of one who knew
men too well to respeet them. He saw what
was needed in those strange times. and he went
straight to the thing which he saw.”

He saw that Alexander’s empire was too large
to hold together; and by his influence it was
divided. He saw that to keep Egypt he had
better make it happy; and he djd his best for
its good government. But his most wonderful
feat was that, when he¢ saw that Egypt wanted
a God—the belief of the vatives having decayed,
and that of the Greek colonists having been
philosophised away—he supplied them with one.
We frankly confess that we should like to see
more evidence of this, the only case in the
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world’s history in which a man, without belief
himself, succeeded in establishinga new religion.
Even Joe Smith, in all probability, persuaded
himself at last to believe in the gold plates,—or,
a least, in himself as a prophet and revelator,—
and got up, in himself, family and partners, a
powerful, if an artificial, enthusiasm. But
Ptolemy, according to Mr. Kingsley, both in-
vented a God, and succeeded in making him
popular, without himself believing in him at all.
Here is the account:—

«Ptolemy felt that the people (women espe”
cially) must have something wherein to believe.
The ¢Religious Sentiment’ in man must be
satisfied. But how to do it? How to find a
deity who would meet the aspirations of conque-
rors as well as conquered, of iis most irreligious
Macedonians, as well as of his most religious
Egyptians ? It was a great problem ; but
Ptolemy solved it. He seems to have taken the
same method which Brindley the engineer used
in his perplexities; for he went to bed. And
there he had a dream—how the foreign god
Serapis, of Pontus (somewhere near this present
hapless Sinope), appeared to him, and expressed
his wish to come to Alexandria, and there try
his influence on the religious sentiment. So
Serapis was sent for, and came—at least, the
idol of him—and, accommodating personage! he
actually fitted. After he had been thereawhile
he was found to be quite an old acquaintance—
to be, in fact, the Greek Jove, and two or three
Egyptian gods beside—indeed, to be no other
than the bull Apis, after his death and deifica~
tion. I can tell you no more. I never could
find that anything more was known. You may
see him among Greek and Roman statues as a
young man with a sort of high basket-shaped
Persian turban on his head. But, at least, he
was found so pleasant and accommodating a
conscience-keeper, that he spread, with Isis, his
newly-found mother, or wife, over the whole
East, and even to Rome. The consuls there
(ﬁf’ty years B.c.) found the pair not too respec-
table, and pulled down their temples, But so
popular were they, in spite of their bad fame,
that seven years after, the Triumyirs had to build
the temples up again elsewhere ; and from that
time forth Isis and Serapis, in spite, poor things,
of much persecution, were the fashionable deities
of the Roman world. Surely this Ptolemy was
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a man of genius!

But Ptolemy saw also that the superiority of
Greek power had be\en caused by the superiority
of Greek mind; s0 he too must have mind to
strengthen his newlydounded kingdom. He
imported scholars from Greece to educate his
favorite son, in l?opes of giving him a mind fit
for a ruler; and he encouraged learning, in
hopes of raising for himself and his government,
men with minds adapted to the dut?es of able
instruments and employeés. He invited savans
from every place where they were to found;
established schools for them to teach. in, gnd
porticoes and gardens for them to meditate in ;
he paid them well for their labor, and collected
for their use a larger literary apparatus than
had ever yet been known in the great library of
Alexandria. But the Muses will not'be bought.

¢ Alag! the Muses are shy and wild; and
though tlrey will haunt like skylarks on the
bleakest northern moor as cheerfully as on the
sunny hills of Greece, and rise thence singing
into the heaven of heavens, yet they are hard to
tempt into a gilded cige, however amusingly
made and plentifully stored with comforts.”,

So the result was a failure.

¢« This was, it must be said, the outcome of all
the Ptolemaan appliances. In physiesthey did
little. In art nothing. In metaphysics less
than nothing.” 2

In physics they did little from a fault in the
general tendency of the Greek mind, which was.
¢ Deduetive rather than inductive; of mun-
rivalled subtlety in obtaining results from prin-
ciples, and results again from them ad infinitum;
deficient in that sturdy moral patience, which is
required for the examination of facts, and which
has made Britain at once a land of practical
craftsmen, and of earnest scientific discoverers.”
Mr. Kingsley introducss us to Euclid ; but he
brings no flesh, and breathes no life into that
eleton. ' We should like to have had a

! skeleton., V %
?ﬁmw@m unconnected with pure mathe-

matios; for %t. i;resent. he is a more complete
abstraction than any other name im hi

How did Euclid eat, sleep, talk? Had Euclid
a wife and children? What sort of a looking
man was he? like other persons?—or were his
eyes circles, his mouth an eclipse, and his nose
a triangle We pass on from Mr. Kingsley’s
work with these doubts unresolved. Our ova
iddh remains, that Euclid was pure mathematios
personified, 'S ;

Aristarchus, Eratosthenes, Hipparchus, Archi-
medes, ave the other great names of the Alex-
findrian school. They made disco‘_'eues, but
not many—and, as Mr. Kingsley believes, from
their fault of method. A great man (Hippar-
chus, for instance, who was the author of the
system known by the name of Ptolemy) pro-
pounded a theory; and the rest were ready to
accept it, ‘‘content there to stop their experi-
ments, and return to their favorite work of com-
menting, deducing, spinning notion out of notion,
ad infinitum.” They had not learnt that in-
duction is the method by whic}} a knowlgdge of
the laws of nature is to be obtained.

Next come the Alexandrian litérateurs :

«A generation of innumerable court-poets,
artificial epigramatists, artificial idyllists, artifi-
cial dramatists and epicists—above all, a gene-
ration of critics. * # 1 must say, as far
as we can see, these Alexandrian pedants were
thorough pedants—very polished and learned
gentlemen, no doubt, and, like Callimachus, the
pets of princes; but, after all, men w}u_) thought
that they could make up for .not writing great
works themselves, by shewing, with carefnl
analysis and commentation, how men used to
write of old—or, rather, how they fancied men
used to write then; for, consider, if they had
really known how the thing was done, they must
needs have been able to do it themselves..”

The curious anecdote of Berenice’s hair is
perhaps as characteristic of the men and the
times as anything that we could select. Here
it is ?—

<« Berenice, the Queen, on Ptolemy’s departure
to the wars, vowed her beautiful tresses to her
favorite goddess, as the price of her husband’s
safe return; and duly pays her vow. The hair
is hung up in the temple: in a day or two after-
wards it has vanished. Dire is the wrath of
Ptolemy, the consternation of the priests, the
seandal to religion; when Conon, the court as-
tronémer, luckily searching the heavens, finds
the missing tresses in an utterly unexpected
place—as a new constellation of stars, which to
this day bears the title of Coma Berenices. It
is €0 convenient to believe the fact, that every
body believes it accordingly ; and Callimachus
writes an elegy thereon, in which the constella-
fied, or indeed deified tresses, address in most
melodious and highly-finished Greek, bedizened
with concetto on concetto, that fair and sacred
head whereon they grew, to be shorn from
which is so dire a sorrow, that apotheosis itself
can hardly reconcile them to the parting.
Worthy, was not all this, of the descendants of
the men who fought at Marathon and Thermo-
pyle? The old Greck civilisation was rotting
swiftly down; while a fire of God was prepariig,
stowly and dimly, in that unnoticed Ttalian town
of Rome, which was destined to burn up that
dead world, and all its works.”

Our ‘author turns, with evident relief, from
these artificial court poets an}l grammarians,
Callimachus Apollonius Rhodius, Lycophron,
&e., to the one true child of nature amongst
them all, Theoeritus. There 18 a very beautiful
passage on this sweet singer of Syrﬂm‘1§e, which
we are sorry oar want of spuce forbids us to
insert. Ry

Next come the metaphysicians. Those of the
period of the Ptolemies, to whatever sect they
may have belonged, receive from our author the
lowest character :.thlmuz the least earncstness,
havipg entirely given up the search for truth,
the most of them were become mere word-
eplitters; and the only seviots question that
occurred to any of them was the purely selfish
one, ** How shall & man save his own soul from
this evil world ?” .

Bat a remarkable change took place in Alex-
andrian philosophy after it had become a Roman

A

| of Alexandria, each of which in a measure de-
 seended| both ’.‘ftom Philo and Philo’s master,

o

province. Alexandria produced a native philo-
sophy of its own.  The source of this philosophy
was among the Jews, by whom that city was so
largely peopled ; and its author was Philo.

The author believes the Jews of that period

| to have been a very degraded race, having been

declining for several centuries. 'He thinks that
the exclusiveness of Jewish religion, the belief
that God was only the God of Israel, and not of
the other nations of the earth, arose after the
return from Babylon. He thinks, also, that in
proportion as this belief strengthened, exactly

in proportion the Jews began to lose all living

and practical belief in His guidance of them.
He became a being of the past; one who had
tanght and governed their forefathers in old
times—not one who was teaching and governing
them now. They began to think that aspiration
had ceased ; they attached an exaggerated value
to their old sacred books; they began to believe
in their literal inspiration ; they thought them
dictated by God :—

¢¢ The human writers became in their eyes the
puppets and mouthpieces of some magical influ-
ence, not the disciples of a living and loving
person, The book itself was, in their belief, not
in any true sense inspired, but magically dicta-
ted—Dby what power they could not define. His
character was unimportant to them, provided he
had inspired no nation but their own. But,
thought they, if the words were dictated, each
of them must have some mysterious value. And
if each word had a mysterious value, why not
each letter? Might not these words, even ar-
rangements of the letters of them, be useful in
protecting them against the sorceries of the
heathen, in driving away those evil spirits, or
evoking those good spirits, who, though seldom
mentioned in their early records, had, after
their return from Babylon, begun to form an
important part of the unseen world? For, as
they had lost faith in the one preserver of their
race, they had filled up the void by a ponderous
demonology of innumerable preservers. ¥ ¥
The Jews learnt to become the jugglers and
magic-mongers of the whole Roman world.”

Their belief in their own exclusive possession
of God’s favor worked also ruinously on their
morals.

¢ By looking on themselves as exclusively and
arbitrarily favored by heaven, they were ruin-
ing their own moral sense. Things were not
right or wrong to them because right was
eternal and divine, and wrong the transgression
of that eternal right. How could that be? For
then the right things the Gentiles seemed to do -
would be right and divine ; and that supposition
in their eyes was all but impious. None could
do right but themselves, for they only knew the
law of God. So right with them had no abso-
lute and universal ground, but was reduced in
their minds to the performance of certain acts
commanded exclusively to them—a form of
ethies which repidly sank into the most petty
and frivolous casuistry as to the outward per-
formance of those acts. The sequel of those
ethics is known to all the world, in the spectacle
of the most unrivalled religiosity, and scrupulous
respectability, combined with a more utter-ab-
sence of moral sense, in their most cultivated
men, than the world has ever beheld before or
since.”

Yet they still retained the true notion of a
personal deliverer; although the idea of him and
his deliverance were perverted: and they still
had among them the old literature of their race
—*“a literature,” says Mr. Kingsley, ¢ destined
to explain all other literatures—because it has
firm bold of the one eternal root-idea which
gives life, meaning, divine sanction, to every
germ or fragment,of human truth which is in
any of them.” From tnis one eternal root-idea,
of a personal deliverer (which is also, if we mis-
take not, the cardinal idea of Mr. Kingsley’s
lectures), proceeded, in the hands of Philo, the
regeneration of the Alexandrian philosophy. The
idea of a Logos, the express likeness of God, yet
acting in time and space, and acting on man,
belongs to the wnole Alexandrian philosophy,
whether Jewish, Pagan, or Christian.

We cannot for a moment, attempt to sketch
to our readers Mr. Kingsley’s view of the co-
temporary Neo-Platonie and Christian schools

ey’s lecture on this sul
oy s

ther distillation, ~He traces the several points

‘of their resemblance, especially the idea which

.

3
k

they both possessed of the Logos, God workin’*
on us, and in us, in relation and correspondence

with the God over all; and he thus describes
the point at which they diverged :—

¢ While, then, these two schools had so many
grounds in common, where was their point of
divergence ? We shall find it, I believe, fairly
expressed in the dying words of Plotinus, the
great father of Neo-Platonism: ¢I am striving to
to bring the God which is in us into harmony with
the God which is in the universe.” Whether or
not Plotinus actually so spoke, that was what his
disciples not only said that he spoke, but what
they would have wished him to speak. That
one sentence expresses the whole object of their
philosophy. But to that, Pantmnus, Origen,
Clement, and Augustine would have answered :
‘And we, on the other hand, assert that the
God which is in the universeis the same as the
God which is in you, and is striving to bring
you into harmony with Himself.” There is the
experimentum crucis. There is the vast gulf be-
tween the Christian and the Heathen schools,
which, when any man had overleaped, the whole
problem of the universe was from that moment
mvel_-ted. With Plotinus and his school, man is
seeking for God ; with Clemens and his, God is

seeking for man. With the former God is pas-

sive, and man active; with the latter God is
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active, man is passive—passive, that is, in so

far as his business is to listen when heis spoken

to, to look at the light which is unveiled to lrim,
submit himself to the inward laws which he
feels reproving and checking him at every
turn, as Socrates was reproved and checked
by his inward Deemon. Which of these two

theorems gives the higher conception of the {
Divine Being, or of man, I leave it for you to 1

judge.”

Neo-Platonism declined in constantly-increas- :

ing emptiness and superstition, and at last died

'a natural death from exhaustion in the hands

of Proclus.

The Christian school of Alexandria declined
also, and met with violent extinction very little

later than the Pagan one. But the Pagan (Mr.
Kingsley holds) declined and perished through
the falsehood of its principles; whereas the
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Christian suffered the same fate by being untrue -

to, and deserting its own true principles, which =
had been embodied in the j\Thilo'soplly of the firss

Alexandrian Christians. © That philosophy was
at first, he thinks, the only philosphy intended

to be ¢“common to all races, ranks, and jatel- &
lects, embracing the whole phenomena o £
manity, and not an arbitrarily small portion of
them, and capable of being understood and ap=
preciated by every human being, from the high-
est to the lowest.” Even the Disciplina A
which most of us have been in the
looking upon as a direct introductio
aristoeratic exclusive spirit of Greek

P
into Christianity, and a denial of the highest
spiritual truth to vulgar minds, is beliéved by
him to have been a reserve of none of the deep-
est root-ideas of Christian philosophy, but
merely of certain logical deductions from, and
illustrations of, those higher truths. But the
main test of the truth embodied in this philoso-
phy seems to him to have been the real moral
improvement,the real deliverance t.ha& wrought
on earth; whereas Neo-Platonism coun gzi:t
to no moral success whatever. It s i
dver—partly from the over:subtlety of the Al
andrian min 1, which allured it away from prac-
tice to speculation; partly from the habits
combativencss and exclusiveness engendered by
long years of controversy, destroying candour
and love; partly from the idea of the Divine
Teacher becoming (through constant speculation
upon it) too abstract and too little personal
partly, and perhapschiefly, from the prevalence
of monasgticism, producing— :

¢ First, a continually growing enervation and
numerical decrease of the population ; _next, a
carelessness of, and contempt for, sool?l and
political life; and lastly, a most brutalising ef-
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