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A LABOR %ﬁmﬁn'éﬁ' AT NEW -

July 30th, a conference of members of
the Labor Party was held at New York.
Mr, E. M. Chamberlin,in cailing the meet-
ing to order, said that they had assembled
to consider what might be done towards
preserving a national political organization
of workingmen.  The -industrial ‘labor

» movement was generating a govemment
within & government, It was a movement
that might finally caluminate in organized

and widely spread resistance to the ofticers
of the law, 'The peaceful settlement of the
labor question depended upon our ability
to reform, through the regular legal chan-
nels, the relations of laborer and the capi-
talist, beforethe laborers should lese all
faith and hope in the Republic, and set up
by force o Democracy of their own. A

* necessary prerequisite to peaceful reform
was the maintenance of a distinet political
party, having for its object the emancipa-
tion of the laborers of society ; for all the
power of the other parties, through their
police, militia, army, and other servants
of their government, is and will be used to
crush out those ideas that we avow.

Myr. Chamberlin, of Massachusetts, and
Mr. “McDowell, of Pennsylvania, were
chosen chmrnmn and secretary of the meet-
ing.

Mr. Troup called for a report of the
committee appointed at Columbus to notify
Messrs. Davis and Parker of their nomina-

., tions. . ,

MY Puett, 0 Indiana, méinber of that
committee, and chairman of the National
Executive Committee, endeavored to ex-
plain. - His conduct, and that of other
members of the committee, was violently
attacked. During the discussion, it hecame
apparent that a fow were endeavoring to
create confusion by raising points of order
and motions to adjourn till afternoon.

Mr. Dalton, of New York, said that
there was a premeditated intention to
carry this conference for Grant or Greeley,
and that the motion to adjourn was to give
time to get supporters_of those men here.
For himself, he ¢ wouldn’t have Grant,and
he couldn’t go Grecley.”

It was voted that & committee of five on
credentials be appointed, who should report
at 2 p.n. who were entitled to scats.

In the aftermoon, the committee of cre-
'dentials reported 53 delegates present from
oight States,—Pennsylvanie, 13 ; Maassa-
chusetts, 5; Connecticut, 6; New York,
24 ; Maine, 3 ; West Virginia, 1 ; Indiana,
1; Kansas, 1. The report was adopted,
and a sergeant-at-arms appointed, who, as-
sisted by two policemen, prevented the in-
gress of outsiders.

"Mr. Steward, of Massachusetts offered
the following resolution :

_Resolved, That the working-clasaes of this
country have nothing whatever to choose
between President Grant and Horaco Gree-
ly ; and that upon the questions and meas-
ures dearest to lubor, the wealth of both
parties, Republican and Democraric, is
known to be thoroughly united in opposi-
tion thereto.

After a long discussion, the resolution
was carried almost unanimously.

~ Mnr. Douey, of Pennsylvania, moved that
"the conference resolve itself into a nominat-
ing convention, and proceed to nominate
candidates for President and Vice-Presi-
- dent of the United States.

This elicited a long discussion, which was
continued into the evening session, during

 which a letter from Gov. Geary was read,

advising no. national nominations, but a.

.concentration of the labor vote upon inde-
pendent nominations for state oﬂicers and
_congressmen.
Messra; Van rouk of Pennsylvania, Day
- of New York, McAdams of Pennsylvania,
- Troup, Graves and Harrison of Connecti-
_cut, spoke in favor of the motion. The
- delegates from Maasachusetts, McCauley,
; ‘Blissert and Groom of New York, Thomp-
.80n- of West Virginia, Puett of Indiana,
: 'dey of Pennsylvania, and others, against.
Nqax;ly.al.l who spoke on either side were
- emphatically against both Grant and Greely,

but divided, u_tg,j.he ‘expedienc ﬁ ldxps stuck thero in -daps of cla.y, blacker

{nominations, - or of makmg'

Finally, the voté was’ taken by yeas and
nays, and 20 voted to proceed to nominate,
and 19 against.

Mr. Douey said so small a majority in
favor of the resolution did not satisfy many
who were in favor of independent nomina-
tions, and he moved a reconsideration of
the question, which reconsideration was
carried, 26 to 14.

After further discussion, it was finally
voted that the chairman of the conference
call a delegate convention, to meet at
Philadelphia, Thursday, August 22, to
nominate candidates for Presldent and
Vice-President.

The following resolution was then mov-
ed and carried unanimously :—

¢“We, workingmen, in conference at
New York, assembled this July 30, 1872,
declare our sympathy’ with suffering work-

nen everywhere, and especially with those'

who have, in obedience to the dictates .of
humanity, placed their lives and liberty in
danger. To t].ose how confined in prison,
by the remorseless rigor of unchristian
laws and the inhuman cxecutors of them,
we tender our confidence in the rectitude
of their intentions and our willingness to
share their misfortunes.

‘We pledge ourselves neither to vote nor
aid in the election of any of the candidates
of those political parties, which are respon-
sible for the continued .vassalage of labor
and willingly lend their aid in the repres-
sion of every endeavor for emancipation.”

A vote of uriqualified cénsure of “Presi-|

dent Grant’s administration for failing to
properly enforce the eight hour law, was
unanimously passed, and the conference
adjourned.

A few New York rowdies met in the beer
saloon down stairs and furnished the re-
porters with an account of a bogus meeting
which they said had endorsed Grant.

There was no split in the convention,
which as a body was thoroughly hostile to
both Grant end Greeley. Delegates from
Pennsylvania were especially opposed to
hese men, but were not sufficiently pre-
pared to suggest candidates, and if nomi-
nations had been pressed, though doubtless
they would have beer independent ones,
there is no telling who might have beeon
selected for standard bearers,

Xf Pennsylvania gocs to the convention,
August 22, thoroughly united on names
that would be satisfactory to her, it would
probably be safe to follow her independent
lead.—American Workman.

THE LIFE OF THE ENGLISH COL-
LIERS.

Have the readers of the London Society
any idea of what a coal-pit, viewed from
the earth’s surface, is like? It has not a
very imposing appearance. It is simply a
round black hole, about twice the size of
an ordinary table, and straddling over it is
a sort of gallows, a wire rope as thick as
one’s wrist, hanging down over a wheel and
lost in the depths below. By and by the
action is reversed, a clinking and a wheez
ing is heard in the adjoining engine-shed,
and up comes the *tub” (a square box
holding 2,200 weight) filled with coal. It
came up so while our little party of six (I
being the only novice present) was waiting
to go down, I viewed the coarse, strong
tub with approbation, making sure that as
soon as ‘it was emptied we should all get

|into it ; but in this T was disappointed. It

was not in the tub, but standing on the
grating on which the tub had stood, that
we had to descend ; on the naked grating
with nothing to * hold on” to but a cross-
chain over head. Butthe pit was only 600
feet deep, and the conl smoke that arose
from the enormous mine furnace below was
not unbearable by the time it had benumb-
ed one’s senses a bit. _
Six hundred feet down, and half a wmile
this way or that, under low-arched roofs,
from which depended frequent fleeces of
fungus, snowy -white, and looking like
lamb’s wool, and making the black floor

and the black walls, lit by feeble tallow

WEN Ay overi ‘Weérall éarried ;. tallew., dips |

stuck in balls of clay;"and in Indian file
followed the *Buttoy” and his foreman
through the turnings and windings that led
to the ‘‘chambers,” from which coal was
being hewn. Chambers are as wide as an
ordinary street, and as high as the three-
storied houses ; and on every side, when-
ever the dingy light of the red-nosed dip

was shifted was revealed a human creature

naked to the waist; and blacker than any
sweep, with savage gleaming eyes and sav-
age glittering teeth, and with a weapon in
his hand that in the uncertain light looked
like a tomahawk, grinning at you, or mak-
mg a dash with his weapon apparently in
the direction of your wisage, but which
alights harmleasly on the face of the coal
wall,

Heavers, p'a.ckers, tubbers, fillers—these
are all men, and hard os thé work is they
earn good wages, and if they dislike the
labor they are at liberty to leave it. But
they don't dislike the labor, aud they are
jolly enough—all except the boys. It was
these boys that so perpetually haunted my
coal scuttle, when I returned from Stafford-
shire. Itis villainously cruel to serve the
poor little chaps so.—The matter stands
this way. The hewer is the man whose
business it is to ¢ break in” at the foot of
a coal wall. He lies on his side or on his
stomach, and he bresks it with his peck
right along for a length, say of twenty feet,
a gap that is two feet or less in height. He
pecks his way into the rock till he has bur-
rowed sixtéen or cighteen feet.
in the process of pecking he makes a deal
of ‘“slack,” or small, and the boy in ques-
tion is called the *‘slack boy.” Regarded
as a boy. as a human creature, he is slack
indeed. He is not much like a boy. All-
fours is his perpetual posture, and he wears
a leather girdle about his waist, from which
an ivon chain depends, the other end of it
being attached to an iron cart. The slack
boy has an iron shovel as well, and the
business of his wretched life is to crawl in
at tho hole the hewer makes, to fill his cart
with chips and dust, and then to crawl out
again with the load, always on his hands
and knees, and with his poor limbhs hung
about with a few rags of which nakedness
might be ashamod.-—Zaendon Society.

A MECHANICAL CURIOSITY.

The Sacramento (Cal.) Record furnishes
the following :

W. M. Bernard, blacksmith and waggon-
maker, of Dixon, Solano county, has invent-
ed, discovered or constructed a road cylin-
der, which is designed to carry freight or
passengers. It consists of a large drum
open at both ends,supposed to be from four
to sixteen feet in diameter (according to the
size of machine desired), and from five to

seven feet in length. Inside of this wooden-

cylinder three grooved tracks of steel, one
one inch by three-eighths, are laid. This
completes the description of the shell, which
in perspective looks like & wine vat lying
on its side. Within this is placed anothor
coylinder closed at the onds, and upon the
outside of which are three tracks of iron
cylinder. To the centres of this i infier cy-
linder the shafts are attached. The freight
is placed in the inner cylinder and the ma-
chine is ready to go. The force required
to move it is just equal to the force that
would be required to slide the inuer cyl-
inder on three rails well oiled. It is inone
sense a sled which lays a track for itself as
it goes. The inventpr believes it will re-
volutionise the whole waggon business.

Expenments have been made with one
roughly constructed, only four feet in di-
ameter, which was freighted with 2,300
pounds of iron, and sqven men on the out-
side, which was carried casily over level
roads by one horse. The trackswere rough
and the entire model imperfect, but the
experiment greatly encouraged the invent-
or, who has applied for a patent and will
have a working model on exhibition at the
State Fair. The trouble so far has been to

give the thing & name which will be dis-

Naturally.

criptive of its constrnction and nse. Many
hmre been, auggested Among thep,: ¢ re-
volvmg sléd o n £ o line
drical waggon," “ee Qlrum conch,” “roller
portage,” and the one used by us, ‘‘road
cylinder.” Like all inventors, ¢ Billy” is
laughed at for the quaint novelty of his in-
vention, and the neighbors talk of placing
the machine under bonds not to kill sheep
or taespass upon the dairy ; but ““helaughs
best who Janghs last,” and Billy is reserv-
ing his laugh for a final chuckle.
———————

THE FAMINE IN PERSIA.

The Rev. Henry Jones, secretary to the
Turkish Missions Aid Society, whose office
is at 18 Adam street, Strand, sends to the
Times a letter which he has just received
from one of the society’s missionaries in
Persia. Mr. Jones stated thatb his society,
of which the Farl of Shaftsbury is the
president, takes charge of any contributions
remitted to himself, the Rev. Henry Jones,

18 Adam street, Strand, and forwards them’

immediately to thé American missionaries
in Persia, by whom, as will be seen from
the following letter, they are judiciously
distributed :
Orvirmabh, June, 1872,

My dear brother,—This is to acknowledge
the receipt of £400 sterling, sent through
you to the Rev. J. F. Pettibene, our treasur-
er at Constinople, for the reliof of sufferers
by famine. As soon as Mr. Pettibene re-
ceived this he telegraphed (the telegram
would authorize the rmissionaries to draw
for the amount, and expend it immediate-
ly) to us that he was sending funds for the
famine, but not till recently did his letter
reach us, informing us of the fact that this
was through you. This and the £300 from
Germany are about used up. An amazing
amount of suffering has been relieved, and
yet the mass suffer still. We have endeav-
ored to act systematically. The country has
been divided between the missionaries here
for special care, dach in his district. The
large body of pastors and teachers under
our care has helped us materially in ow
work, and saved much imposture. We have
endeavored tobe specially careful to aid only
those who have become the sufferers by this
sorevisitation. Wehavedone whatourlimit-
ed means would allow to prevent complate
demoralization, and to help those who were
dispused ¢o help themselves, and thus be
saved to the commonwealth by giving seed
to sow, cotton to spin,and spade with which
to work, and thus earn their ewn bread.
We have hired rooms for the refugees who
have come from more destitute regions,and
furnished clothing for the naked. When

‘we have given means into the hands of relia-
"ble men, we have required a strict account

of every farthing. Several scores are daily
fed at our doors. Our missionary physi-
cian spent several months in Hamadan,
some fifteen miles south-east of us, where
the suffering has been, and continues to be,
fesrful. When we left there in March the
death-rate was from 70 to 100 daily.  The
dead were gathered up in carts and tumbled
into large pits, and & little earth was thrown
over them., We have since heard from our
helper there, who writes that cannabalism
was on the increase, and had become fright-
ful.

Little children of parents not in distress
were decoyed on one side, killed, and eaten.
The poor people sold everything for bread,
and as a last resort would tear down the
houses to sell the timbor with which to buy
their last cfust, and then die. A corres-
pondent writes us from Teheran that it has
been computed that 106,000 have died in
that city from famine and disease, though
mony of these were refugees from more
destitute regions. It is supposed that not
far from 3,000,000 souls have perished in
this wretched land from the famine. God
knows what will be the end of all this,
The charities of Christian lands have made
a profound impression on the Mussulmans
of this country. May God grant that this
famine for the bread that perisheth may
awaken a hunger for the bread “of life.
Mr, Bassett, one of our number, left yes-
terday, en route for Hamadan, taking with

him the little we hud left. Sir Moses

vMonteﬁore has done nobly for his co-reli-
-glonists here. Pray for us.aud for poor

Persia. The rains have beon unos "
abundant this spring, and the harvest § p -
wises well —Very truly yours, G. W. ’
Coan.—Rev. H. Jones, Secretary to Turke
ish Missions Aid Society.”

mﬂmr Antes,

A Tabor Union has been organized in Oma-
ha, Nebraska,

A strong organization in the interests of
Labor has been effected at Helena, Kansas.

The Labor movement in Pennsylvania is
gradually but surely becoming powerful.

The Southern $Htates are rapidly organizing
under the banner of the National Labor Union.,

A strike by the mechanics in the employ of
the Central and Hudson River railroads is im-
minent.

An ‘organization intending to embrace all
classes of wood-working fnechanics has been
started in Syracuse, N, Y.

There were seven machinists and black-
smiths’ Unions organized in the United States
during the month of January.

Fourteen thousand members belong to the
State Miners’ Association of Illinois. It isin
a prosperous condition. .

In Virginia the Labor movement is spread-
ing ﬁncly The Richmond Uhnion proposes
having speakers give the State a thorough
canvass.

In Templeton, Mass., a party of chair-makers
ha¥d saved $10,000, formed a co-operative come
pany, and bought a mill of their own.

A Labor Union is being organized in Balti-
more, Md. Ed Johnson is President, and
Charles Luke Secretary. They have applied
for a charter.

Counsiderable trouble has been recently
caused by striking workingmen in some of the
Departments in the vicinity of Paris. Troops
have been ordered to the disturbed districts.

Schools for printers are established through-
out Germany, designed to instruct apprentices
in the theory and practice of printing not only,
bub to impart a general knowledge of foreign
languages, and an accurate acquaintance.with
the type of all languages.

The Executive of the State Committee of
the Labor Reform Party of Massachusetts
have decided to call a nominating convention
for the 2lst of August, to meet at Boston or
South Framingham, probably at the latter
place. They mean to be first in the field. The
Republicans meet on the 26th, and the calls of
the Liberals and Democrats are not yet out.

The managers of the Cincinnati Industrial
Exposition for 1872 have .apointed Alexander -
Gordon, of the 6rm of Gaff, Grey & Gordon, -
of the Niles T'ool Works, Hamilton, as special
representative, who will shortly make a trip
Eest for the purpose of inducing manufacturers
of novel and attractive articles to put their
wares on exhibition, and for furthering gen-
erally the interests of this well established
enterprise, .

Coolie labor is largely employed in the. Bri-..
tish West India Islands, as well as in the
Spanish, as a substitute for colored servitude,
In the thirty-soven years from 1835 to 1871,
inclusive, there were 137,981 coolie emigrants
introduced into the island of Mauritius. Dur-
ing 1871 British Guiana and the British West:
Indies received 6,163 coolies. The coolies are.” .
found to be much more useful and willing to -
work on the plantations than the liberated =
colored men. Many of the latter have acquir- *
ed an ambition to work for themselves, and -
those who have not won't work for anybody. ~ -

During the last two years Fall River haa . .
outstripped Lowell, Lawrence and Manches- .
ter in its productions, and became the chief: .
seat of the cotton manufacture in Ameriga. .
Commencing work less than half a century.
since in iron works, upon a small stream, with': |-
a capital of $24,000, it has, by its untiring in-. -
dustry, gradually expanded its business, until’ -
it has become & seat of vast manufachuxés; of
both iron and cotton, giving employment; :
several railways and steamers, ;\ndmmy thou.
sand operatives. Its epmd.les dave ingre
during the last year, from. 500,000
‘with the prospect of gaining a.nothex 250,000
the presenc yoor. | .




