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Tue Preston-Bell Furniture Company,
Limited, announce that their arrange-
ments for erecting large factories at
Fort Francis, Ont,, are now about com-
pleted. The company has taken over
Mr. Preston’s tie, piling and Iumber
contracts in that town, and will proceed
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MainLy as the result of strikes and
unsettled labor conditions there has
been a very marked falling off in the
building operations of many large cities
in the United States during the present
year. For the first nine months of the
year the decrease, as compared with the
same period of 1002, is estimated as fol-
lows: Chicago, $14,000,000; New York
(Manhattan), $10,000,000;
$6,000,000; Pittsburg, $5,000,000; St. Paul,
$3,000,000; Minneapolis, $2,000,000; St.
Louis, $1,250,000; Washington. $1,000,000;
total, $42,250,000. Besides which there
can be little doubt but that many plans

ior building were nipped in the bud for
the same reason, which would not be
shown by the permit record.

Philadelphia, |

Last week a report “went the rounds”
to the effect that Harland & Wolff, the
well-known  Belfast  shipbuilders, “had
contracted with the United States Steel
Corporation to supply all the iron and
steel required by them. The report was
no doubt widely credited, so the contra-
diction may as well be widely circu-
lated. The firm states that some time
'ago a small quantity of American steel
was submitted to them for experimental
' purposes. However, it failed to with-
stand the tests and was returned to the
consignors. With the exception of cer-
tain steel castings and angle iron all the
iron and steel they use will be made in
the United Kingdom, and large orders
have already been placed in Scotland
and the North of England.




