
[O THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

who is really the one who should decide
whiat will suit his plans best. They work
the D)ominion politicians throughi the
local heelers. T1hese mien do tiot talk of
the splendid camping and manoeuvring
ground the vacant lots next the town will
make. They say that it is only right that
sotte portion of the public moniey should
be spent in their town. It will make
frierîds for the party ini the next election,
besides " we have," as onie of themi once
said to an M. P., " to keep Jamie-- solid
ncxt electiot-." The camp goes there and
the commandant is instructed to award
the jamies the contract for sup)plies re-
gardless of the price.

A mienber of THE, GAXZ[ETTE staff Wl-ts

at one of these politically selected camps.
'l'lie medical authorities 0p1)osed the
location and the commandant said there
was not enough ground for inovements.
But the local politicians had the pull.
'lhere ivas no adequate supply of watcr
and holes were dug in the edge of the
swamp. Nearly every mari had diarrht(ea,
and after the camp there were three
deaths from typlroid.

And stl Sir Miackenzie Bowl says
î>olitics do not interfere ini any way in
mnilitary affaîrs.

Military mcn should be allowed full
attority to select the ground for the
camps and must not be interfered %vith l)y
the polîticians.

MUNICIPAL GRANTS TO THE
MILITIA.

Somce Ontario counities are doing grand
work for the force. They give a grant of
25C. per day to eachi olficer and man Ini
their local corps w~ho puts in bis annual
drill. We are not awarc that any county
iii the other provinces does as mnuch. Bc-
sicles thîs, these sanie counties uive annual
grains Of $50 to $200 for the purchase of
prizes for tic annual rifle matches. They
have also been known to purchase a sup-
ply of helmiets, or busbies, for the N.C.O.
and mien. It may be added that most of
these saie coulinUes give a sumn of mnoîcy
anrîually to tie P>rovincial Rifle Associa-
tion.

'l'le Counity Counicil of Ilaiton the
other day votcd z5c. per day to every
man who goes front that cou nty to drill
with the 2otli Lorne Rifles, One of the
best shooting battalions ini the counity,
but numerically weak.

\Ve should ail endeavor to interest the
people in our district in the force, so that

they will always be ready to encourage ît.

We hope the officers ini districts where
the Council or citizens give grains will at
once informi THE GAZETTE for p)ublica-
tion for the information of, and to spur on,
officers ini other parts.

A BLIND GOVERNMENT.AN agitation is going on at the prescrit'Atime iin Ottawa for the establish-
nment of a military school for oficers. It
is to be hoped that they wviIl be successful
in securing (rom tlîat Goverinment, froin
off wvhose body faIt the requisitions of the
militia force as the proverbial bullets
from off the crocodile's back.. As the con-
,,tant drop of wrrter wears away the rock,
it is to be hoped that the Government
will, before they flnd the rock going frorn
underneatlî tlîeir feet, do sonîething to-
ivards the furtherance of the militia force.

WVhen the war cloud wvas looming over
the Motiier Country our 'lpowcrs tlîat
bie"' expoutided at no littie lengthi on the
loyalty and divotion of the Canadians.
liow tliey wvould stand slîoulder to shoulder
to repel the one that wvould put a foot
forward in attack. l)id these exponents
for a moment look behind to sec wlîether
those who would have to do the
Ishoulder to shoulder " were properly

e(quipped for sucli an evenit ? If they did
their eyes mnust hiave been dined with
ali-niglit sittings and tlîeir meriiories a
l)lank to the warnirîgs that have beeri
poured ini on them, from those whIo are ini
p)osition to know " what is wlîat " ini the
force. \Vith accoutrements that are now
obsolete and would be scorned by the
dusky soldiers of the East, permanient
regiments otffcered by " pulls," dissention01
ini the ranks caused by tliese "pullis,"

equiprîlert alîîîost nit, and other ''wants,"

wvould make a sorry sight, even although
heaverî's fuît share of Ioyalty was served
out. Lt is a disgrace that sucli a state of
matters should exist iin free and loyal
Canada. Before having uttered sucli
highi souniding phrases it would have met
the wants of the people better if the
(Jovertnment had arisen and stood shoul-
der to slîoulder ini the inatter of rectifying,
and tried to put Uhe force on a better
footing.

As the militia force of Canada now
stands it cannot be said that, ini the event
of trouble arising, the various regimients
would bc fully officered. 'fli institution
of such schools as arc no« in operation
in Montreal are a great boori, for they niot

oîîly put life and mettle into the officers,
but tlîey also give themi a preparation for
the day ofr trouble. There is another
poinît that also deserves the closest atten-
tioni of the Govertîmerit. Ini the event of
the force beirîg called out to the front
new regiments would have to be formed
from amnrgst loyal citizens. Such being
the case, who wvould officer theii? They
could not go to the Mother Land for
officers, as in ail probability that sarne
Mother Land îvould require ail hier
Own men. WThy, then, does the
Governimeiit not irîstitute such an class
that the rank and file may be brought
up to such a state of proficiency that
the l>est mien would be drafted to the
commîiand of their own reginients or go to
officer any new fornîed corps. WVealtlî
anîd position do not alwvays niake the best
commander, and there are niany uion-
coins. anîd mnîc iii the milîtia of Canada
to-day who would give a good accounit of
themselves if opportunity offered.

Uîîlcss the Goveronient corne to the
assistance of the mîlîtia, and that soon,
they wvill find tint they liave neglected the
one thing needlul iin bearing out thieir
utterances ou tie devotioîî of Canada
to the Britishi Empire. They seemi to be
going oui thc old adage of nîaking the
force " niake the bricks without the
straw." Let the civilian, while lie does
not don the faciiigs, take a stand on
tis question at the electiorîs no tv near
at hand and get froni those who would sit
at tie Capital a pledge that they will do
their tmost to bring about a better state
of îîîatters ini the mîilitia force, anîd let the
force as one mni adjust its 'l foresight
anîd prepare to meet the delinquints ini
this matter %vitlî a good ,ail round fire.

THE ST. JOHN'S TROUBLE.

F OR somne time back a spirit of unrest
seis to have euîtercd irîto the nîîlitia

force of Canada. It is a deplorable state
of mnatters tlîat thîe meni who have sworn
alegance to Uhc country, and who, for the
love of soldering have gone tothe trouble of
taking a course at St. Johni's, should cause
such trouble in the Service. Whether
those in authority did the proper thing or~
niot. in sending the -ri to " shovel snow
is a question tint niust be put aside ini thie
prescrit instance :A soldier's duity is t()
obey, and if lie thinks lie lias beeri un-
fairly treated there are ways and means by
whiclî lie cari get redrcss other thau
n'.utiny. 'The fact, too, that the meni wcre


