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A little bird, whose hoart was full of rong,
Perchod on n bough and poured his poto= nlong
The summer air, so sweet that Zophyr stuid
Awhilo to listen, ponsivo as a maid :

And lo, a moping owl, whase coll was near,
Forgot his roverie, and deignod to hoar ;

But, wishing to bo thonght. more wiso than pleased,
{lig load of loarning thus ho lightly ensed :—
 Think not, viin singer, that your xong is new :
Three thousand yonrs ago. in (ireece. thera flew ;
And 2ang a bird. the counterpart of yon !

And we who spend our houra in olussie toil,
And bureow deep in lonrning’s musty soil,
Know all nbout that ancient, borrowail strain .
Bo, ring new gongs or nover sing agnin 1

The simple ringer. innocent of urt,

Who anly knew his son:s came from the heart,
Miade no reply. but hushod his modest noe,
And flow, to ving from wisdam more remate ;
While Zepliyr, swelling ta a terpest hawl

At lory of sung, sote tho pedantic owl,

(For the Uearthstone.)
MY NIGHT JOURNEYS.

oY wW. . KULLER.

Lying restless in a sleeping car of the Grand
Trunk Railway, I recall some of the night jour.
neys I have made fn the course of a somowhat
eventful llfe,

The earlieat of which I huvo any reenllection
occurred more yoars ago than I liko to confess,
and Is still fresh in my memory. I was be.
tween cight or nine yoars old and was about
leaving home for the first tine to 2o to u schoat
in & remote part of Yorkshire, My misglvings
about this, my 1irst plunge into e, were great-
1y increased by the unfeeling behaviour of my
elder brother Tom, who brought his naturally
great powers of aggravation into « focus for my
purtlealar bunciit,  Poor Toum ! he 1s now amid
the recds of the Indinn jungles, but his merry
volce seems ringlng in my oars now, and in tho
semt darkuess of the enr | fancy I cun sec his
bright blue eyes bLrlmming ovuer with glea us I
used to see them wpearly forly years ago, when
he wan plunning some more than usually at.-
tractive plece of mischlef.

As soon as the domestle ukasge, announcin:g
my appronching banlshment, was promulguted,
Tom devoted himself to my serviece—he con.
meneed by comlemning the parentol severity
that could brunish 2 tender youngscion like my-
self 1o the rude wilds of Yorkshire, and thon,
huving ncquired my confidence wml bucomus thy
reelplent of my private sentiments on tho sube.
Jeet, he began to draw upon his Imagination for
the most barrowing stories of the severities proe-
tleced at publie schools geuerally, and those of
Yorkshire in particulur. 1o stuted that «wal-
lopiHg” was one of the estnblished institutions,
but of et be did not think much, as all schools
were allke In that respect, although he had
heard that the Yorkshilre swallopings™ were pur-
tlenlurly  exeruelatlng; but what hoe thought
most about was, that owing to the pecullarly
isolated position of some of these Yorkshiro
schools, and the natural stinginess of the pro-
prictors, the unfortunute Inmates were frequent-
1y redueed to the greateststraits for want of kufli-
clent nouristinent, and that It was within his
owh knowledge that o new boy who was ehubby
—1 was chubby—andof fair eomplexion, which
1 was-—who had not been there long onough to
got thin, had, durlng a scuson of groat scureity,
Leen converted into Yorkshiro ples for the snp-
port of bis fullow puplls; a plausible talo being
concocted to account to his parouts for his dis.
appenrance.

Now I knew then, as well as I know now,
that this waskonly an invention of Mastor Tom's;
yut those horrible ples:lny heavy on my mind
and I could not shuice off my mlisgiving, although
in public I valluntly scouted the idon as o weak
device of the enemy to frighton me. Tom was
not xlow to porceive my il led i )y
and neglected no menns to inoreaso it. He
wotld handle me gently and sclentifienlly about
the region of the ribs &c., In tho manner of Gra-
ziers when negotinting the purchaso of fut oxon ;
he would then shake his head solemnly and
suggest the propriety of a course of soveroe train-
ing In order to reduce all superfluous flesh, which
otherwise might prove tou stroug o temptation
to the Yorkshire cannlbaly, and lead o my be-
ing devoured before, ns ho forelbly exprossed it,
¢] could sny Jnck Roblnson,”

It was tho custom in our family on each sue-
cceding Sutunday, to place upon tho domestlc
banguetting table, a gignntic meat ple; which
wns populnrly supposed to.contitln all the nn-
enton serapes of the provious woek. No words
of mineg eun ndequatoly doscribe the oxpression’
of Tom’s countenanco whonevor this iltbegotton
pie made {ts appearance. Tho cnnniuullstic leer
with which he would regnrd mo alwanys suMced
cffectually to take awny my appetito, and bring
about aflectionite maternal questions as to the.
ciuso of my indisposition, with torriflo hints as.
to tho necossity of a pillat night, or opsom snlts
in the morning.

At length the fntal dey arrived, and I monnt.
el tho conch on’ my dreaded journey, with
Tom's parting injunction « whatéver I did not
to allow myself to get fut,” ringing in my ears.
My mother and sistors wero waving nffectionato
farewells from: the drawing room balcony, whilo
the irrepressible Tom was obtrusively weeping

: into a remarkably . small handkorchlef on the

doorstom. . .
It wis gquite dark when tho couch drow up at
& bye rond, lending across o desolnte looking

moor, whoro I was to alight, A chalso cart, in |

charge of a welrd looking old man, was waiting

‘to recelve me. I scrumblod down from the

conch, tho guard doposited my trank by tho

- rondside, and before I had tim> to tako Lrentih

the conch wus whirling away In tho dist

which to me sounded ax dismmal as o funcral
dirge.

1 was sadly low spirited, all through my Jour-
ney had that horrlble pie story been prescut to
my mind and I had been unable to divest my-
self of the ldea that there might possibly be
some foundation for it, and 1 therefore lonked
with much anxlety at my eseort, hoping to
glean some small grain of comfort from thelr
personal appesrance. :

1Iad horse and man been of evenh modernto
fatnexs, T might have comforted myself with
tho lden that times were prosperous and provi-
stons plentifal in thoe Yorkshiro wilds 3 but alas!
even in tho fast ding Ught I could seo that the
ribs of tho wretehed quadruped In the eartwere
doveloped with alarming prominence while the
personal of the driver was ill calculated to reas-
sure my peturbed mind, ITo wasan old withered
looking man whose shionldess were bent and
roundod till they nimoxt gnve him tho appear-
ance of belug humpbacked 3 his nose was hoolted
and his chin prominent and he had a peeunllar
way of mumbling or champing his teeth which
was decldedly ogrelgh, and mnde me fancy that
he was already in lmnginntlon revelling on the
Uitbits of my tender young carciaso. Flis first
remnrk did not tend toaliny my apprehenslons ;
“well yoongster” he sald in his broud Yorkshire
dlaleet, “the bee'st & ploomp un; dang my
booLtons: If theo beant as round as a doopplin”
and the old man nodded and champed in so
suggestive a manner, that from sheer fright I
stiivered till the brass buttons, with which my
new jacket was plentifully docorated, tiukled
ko o peal of Miry slelgh bolls.

My perturbation wns so aevident that the old
man with the remark “whoy Ind thee bee'st
cold,” lifted me Into thio curt and bidding me
wrap mysellf up in an old rug that lay on the
sent, mnunted stiMy to my sldo and drove awuny
down the road.” ' ’

I had now worked mysell up to such a piteh
of excited terrar that I was unable to reply, ex-

of my driver who kindly cnough endeavoured:
to cheer mo np, and attributing my discompo-
sure to the cold persizted In illithined allusions to
my unfortunate supernbundanee of tlesh, which

‘For three weary honrs did I st by thul old
man’s side In an agony of fonr which, unfounded

with the Guard’s horn playlng & morry tune,

and ridioul as it now appears, was as vivid

cept by chatierings of the teeth, to the remnrks |

in his epinlon ought to huve kept mo warmer. |

‘and real an omotion a8 any I Luavo ever oxpo-

rlenced.  Unfounded 1t was In truth, for old
o Peter”” under hix rugeed and unprepossessing
exterior, eoncenled as tendera heart s ever heat
in human breast, while the school Hself wis a8
casy going wn e-tabllshinent us schoul boy cou
deslre; and the commissariat, though conrse,
was plentiful to a fiult. Ere many days hnd
passedd T could laugh to myself at my absnred
mixgivings, but 1 do not think the recollcetion
of that ride will ever be entircly orased from
my memory, nnd every time I seon pork plo [
recall vividly the terrors of my first night jour-
ney.
. . * [ . L)

Five yeurs afterwards when lenving the snine
school, I had rather a curious night ride. A
rallrond depol had been opened at o village
about slx miles distinee fromn our school and
the old conch had been driven oft the rond,
From this by stntion I took my departure by
the night mall on my way home. 1 arrived
Inte at the statlon owing to u deluy on the rowd
cnused by the old horse—the same ol horse,
now n Methusilem nmong quadrapeds—custing
& shoe—the trin had alrendy nrrived and the
porter hurriedly pushed me.into n first cluss
earriuge, replying to the angry remonstrance of
the only Inmaute by snyling s there's no time Sir
~—the yatung gentlemaun wontmind your smoking
T dexsay,'” und almoyt before 1 had time to sent
myself the traln was moving of. I took my
place in the farthest corner of the earrings umld
glnnced at my fellow traveller who had so
vehemently objected to my intrusion.  Tlo wiw
o short bullt man with a profuse black benrd
and mustnche; he wore o eloth travelling enp
pulied low down over his forchend and wus
mutlled In & looke overcout-—his eyes expressed
80 Intense w degree of anger as he glured at e
that despite my schoolboy jmpudence, I folt
couslderably abashed, and heartlly wished 1
hud been placed In xome other comnpurtment.

In reply tomy polite iutimation, that I hoped
he waould go on amokliyg: he tarned away with
u muiterced curas, so I curled mywelf up In my
corner and feeling very drowsy composed my-
self for a nap. I had boen dozing for some
time, when 1 beenine consclous hint iy come-
panion had rison from bis kent and was leaning
over me; I folt hix hot breath on my cheek, but
Impelled by some Instinet for which I ecould
not account, I remalned pussive, with my eyes
closed, breathing regulurly us though still sleep-

$i{ POUND TO MY IIORNOT THAT TUE CULRENE WAS DRIFTING ME DIRECTLY OUN TO TUE GHAT."

Ing.  After listening nearly o minute to my
long drawn respitation, ha retiral stealthily to
his own end of the earringe; creatly to oy
relief, as I ¢conld not have Kept up the decep-
tion muny muments longer. Iy quite fora
while nnd then lonked cuntionsly out of the
corner of my eye—the metnmorphosis in my
com panion wias 50 strango and unexpected that
I conld not suppress a slght start which enused
him w look quiekly round. With a stmulated
yawn and o restless motlon of my arms, I
turned over on my sent and again felgned o by
sleeping sonndly. 1 was now really frightened
and the hadf hour during which [ Iny pussiva
seemed to be an age,  Unnhle nuy longer to
Keep np the deception 1 sat up with nx goad an
assumption as I conld summon of being tired
and only hall awalke,

In plaee of the binek whiskeret and feroelous
fooklug Individaal T ind fiest seen, T now found
0 smouth tesid venemble looking ohl gentleman
with long white hair, and browd brimmed hag
and n palr of Inrge gold speetneles ?

Had T not seen him in the aet of changing
hix disguise [should probubly uot have ual the
least uabicion of his tdentity, but as I owas, [
at onee rocognized the anxious suspielous lonk
In hiz eyos as he made bencevolent enquirles
whether [ was futigued, and how long 1 had
bheen asleep,  Replylng to his enquiries drowsily
el nsking with o tolernble assumption of in-
nocence * when the other gentteman got out,”
1 telgned W resume my slumber and was mach
relievad whon we reached the Junetion at which
1 was to a-light whero [ fouad my father walt-
Ing for me.

An wa drove from the station T told my futher
of my ndventure—he seemed consldorably fm-
pressed by 18, and, diverglng from our direct
road, e enlled in at the polico station where
he had an Interview with the Inspector. His

e my first averland teip to Indin | missed the
pasund enravan from Cadro, nnd started, with

only o xingle Bedouln Arab, nerass the Desert

o cnteh the stenmner at Suez! 1 have often
| seen fmpressed with tho desolation of the rulned
citlen of the EFast, umd opee 1 thought that
nothing condd equal the drenry binnknea of »
Western pralrie after the five haud devoured its
vorduare, and left anthing but o vast expunge of
s Dlnekened varth bebind §t; but never did T ex-
- perienee sueh an utter and overwhelming sense
of lonetiness a8 when we stoppsed to water ouy
Norses at thu one single brackish well on the
route, nned I saw in the moonlight on every stde
a% far ar the eye could reach

4 Roumnlless sl nro
The lone and Juved siols strefeh far away.”

In these days the traveller euns aeross the
Desert. by rallrosul, with as Httle romanee ax in
fourneying from London to Blhimin .

Bt of all my night Jonrneys 1here wis one
which bas deft an Indelibhe npression Tehbned
it amd even now 1L often reears to mo in my
drenmy, amd I wake up with the cold sweat of
terror pouring down my face,

1t was during the thne of the Indian mntiny
—at time which no Anglo-indian reealls withont
athrill of horr The outhreak bind just come-
menced and 1 was the junior ofMiese of a detach-
I nsent left to guned the station of Ferozenisgar,
‘ hie statlon was o small aue on the banks ot
i the Gangea nnd, beshiles Lhe reghiment usnally
Lenntoned there, was only ocetpled by the s
,trlet Collector and n few Faropean and 1
ralan fnmilles contected with the civil servi
CPhe mandn Liedy of e reglment lead umnrehed
j 1o Join the column of Geneent Qutrmm then
wilvaneing towards Delhd, and woe were letl with
sumie thiirty or forty Kuropean amd Sikh soldlers
to protect the wornnen uiid childeen of the stution,

Althongh 1L wies Kisnwn that seversl of tlue
Jdisafleeted reginrents woulkt jnondl probability
pars ab no great distanee from ug, ILowas not
thought that they would he likely to turn aside
to piunder a station af so e nporiaaes, bl
would pross on with nll spesd 1ownrds el
with n view to renching the ety bl
was closod by the English troops,
standing tLis oplujon In which my
myrelf shared, wo nogleeted no precaation for
the safely of our precloos chirege. Al the re-
sidents of the sintlon were broughl e the
Colleetnr's house, which wo strengthened ol
fortifled In the bost way we could, making loop-
holes for muasketry nt every sullent point nnd
protecting every  exposed  wludow by pliing
mattrasses therein, Phe house  wan an obl
bulbling of eonsbilerable size which hind been
formerly oceupled by romaoe weslthy native,
nd subsegnently altered tosult lKuropean tasles
aud requiretments, It wus thereforg steonger
miedl more substantial than the mors edern
dwaoltings, but quite eulequnte to resist, for
more than a few hours, the alfaclk even of the
lightest field pleces,  Water we bad Inoaboned-
unee as tho bl of the bouse alisost overhams
the river to whieh o ight of Steps led from Hhe
lower floor, forming a lnnding place for boasts,
suvern! of which Iny mornred at the steps: b
provisions were sndly deflelent although we haed
seenred all the sapplieos on whdeh we could pas-
sibly Iny ontr hseds. The statlon hazror markey
hadd heen deserterll by the natives sind only those
wiio are aequainted with Indian fife mnd know
the utter dependence of the Kuaropesn on thy
Nitlve for the commonest necessaries of e,
wiit be able to appreciide the diftlenlty with
which wir collocted even our sennity supply.

When, therefore, Just hefors subset, about o
week after we had findshed our preparntions, tho
ainern wan glven that a constderable bienly ot
mutinerrs was  approachbng the  statlon, al.
thotugh surprlsed st thelr appeanranes, we hnd o
reason to reproiach ourselves for having neglect-
od any precnutlon. ‘T'ho enemny, nhout xix hun-
ttred 1o number, ente on yelling sl shoating
ke fends, The bulke of them wore the uniforn
of the British army, and were armed with the
regulntion musket $ but they bhad lost every »ein-
Innee of diseipline, Nothing was mororemnrk-
nblo durtug the whale eplaode of the Ludian
mutiny than tho rapiiity with whiah ihuse
highly trained nutive troops relnpmed into nmero
dizorganizod mass of maranders when released
froin tha eontrol of thelr Eurapean oftleers.

As they approached, we looked anxtously to
see I they had any artiblery with them, it Lo
our great relfel wo could not deteet any.,  They
muddo o pretty vigorous nttempt to enrry our
1ittlo fortress by assuult, but wero ensily driven
baek by our spleited fire, and speedily retlred,
lenving &omo dozun of their number on tho
ground, .-

Fortunately, our house sfond in an isolatad
position, and thero was little, W uny, cover
within muskot shot,  This randered our sentry
duttes much ensier, nnd rolloved us from any
fonr of g surprise. Our chief dremd was lest tho
encmy should obtnin artlilery, or falling that,
that they would turn the attuck into a regular
stego und starvo us out,  Ib was, therefore, with
much misgiving that I snw in the early dawn
of the next mornlng that they hnd posted nstrong
lne of pickets round our fortress, just out of shot,
while the main bady had encamped atthoe nour-
ost ghdt, somo half mile down tho river,

I will not attempt to deseribo tho hardihips
andurcd by our littie garrison during the week
of suffering that followed, nor the putient, un.
complaining fortitude with which even tho frall-
ast and wealkost boro thelr unaccustomed priva-
tlons. Our provisions wero now doled oul - in

L L TR 2
Notwith-
1

story enuked some eomimotion, for the I g
eume running out hastlly to the end in which
1 Wad remuined sented and questioned no
climoly a8 to the appearanca of my quondmn
acqunintance, As we left I snw him driving
off raphily to the rallway station, and I after-
wards lenrnt thut my unintentional eapionage
had 1ed fo the eapture of a defaunlting eashlier
who would otherwlse havo gotclear off with his
fll.gotten plunder.

That wuas & memorablo night journey whon

barely sufficlent quantitics to keep body and

}

soul together, and we had to face the startling
fuct thut threo days maro would seo tho supply
entirely exhausted. My sonior ofticor had oro
this sent ont a Sikh in tho forlorn hope of vL-
tnining asslstance, but the unfortunate man haad
been captured by the robels and tortured
to death with the most horrible atrocitics
in front of our fortress. Escape by way
of tho Innd exit was barred by tho lno
of plockets, and by the river' a boat would
hiave to run the gau..Llotof the main body of the
mutincens oncamped only a few hundrod yurds




