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ECCLESIASTICAL CALEXNDAR.
ocTonER—1871.

Friday, 13—St. Edward, C.

‘Saturday, 14—St. Callistus, P. M.
Sunday, 15—Twentieth after Pentceost.
3Monday, 16—St. Teresa, V.

‘Tuesday, 17—St. Hedwige, W.
“Wednesday, 18~—5t. Luke, Ev.
“Thursday, 19—St. Peter of -lean,, C.

Tre Sr. PATRICK'S ORPHAN BAZAAR—
The Anoual Bazaar for the support of the St.
Patrick’s Orphan Asylum, will open on the
19¢h instant, iu the St. Patrick’s Hall. In
our next issue we shall have a word to say in
recommendation of this most excellent of works

.of charity.

NEWS OF THE WEEE.

The papers are very reticent as to the state
of the Queen’s health; any very decided im-
provement would we think be announced. The
Neweastle strike has been for the present ended,
but the labor (uestion has assumed serieus not
to say very menacing proportions. Should the
harvest prove deficient and the price of bread
rise in consequence, troubles may be antici-
pated.

We are menaced with another Fenian raid,
‘but, this time the remote Province of Manitoba,
selected perhaps because of its many excellent
harbors, and its extensive sca-board whenee to
send forth maritime expeditions against Great
Britain—is to be the battle field of the liberators
of Ireland. They are congregating we are told in
the neighborhood of St. Paul, and propose, we
suppose a winter compaign. We cannot ima-
gine that anything serious will grow out of this
fresh attempt to embroil the U. States and
British governments, for this after all is the
only thing that Fenian raids ean accomplish.
The authoritics of the U. States will, no doubt,
if the matter become serious, intervene, and
enforee their own laws, and the laws common
1o all civilized nations.

From Europe we learn that the brave Pied-
montese soldiers, have advanced upon and taken
possession of the convents in Rome, gallantly
driving out the religious, and expelling the
nuns at the point of the bayonet. They are
mighty men of valor thesc Piedmontese sol-
diers.

Sinee late on Sunday night, or early on Mon-
day morning, a terrible fire has been raging in
Chicago, and has destroyed a great part of that
City, which was one of the wonders of the
New World, on account of its rapid progress,
The fire broke out in some wooden buildings
in the south-west portion of the city ; and, car.

iéd by strong wind blowing from the south,
the flames spread so fast as to defy all the
cfforts of the firemen. Everything went down
before the fury of the destroyer; houses, banks,
public offices, have all been swept away; the
telegraph offices have shared the same fate, so
‘that we are up to Tuesday morning, but badly
informed as to the true state of affairs in the
unfortunate city. It is certain, however, that
the destruction of property is cnormous, to
which it is feared must be added a great loss
of life. Jt is estimated that nearly 150,000
persons haye been rendered homeless.

MiracLEs,—It is we know imprudent to
speak of Romish miracles in the presence of
Protestants. Not only are there amongst them
very strong doubts as to the truth of anmy
miracles, even of these recorded in the New
Testament, but there exists also the fira per-
suasion in the Protestant breast that a Romish
miracle must certainly be false, and a priestly
imposition.

We admit of course that Catholies do well in
not lending too ready an ear to the reports, often
not authenticated, which sometimes reach them
about cures effected by miraculous agencies, or
extraordinary and supernatural interpositions

of Divine Providence. Such reports are stories
which, until the  Church shall have spoken,

every one is at liberty to believe or disbelieve,
according as the evidence may incline him;

or such an extraordinary event is a miracle,
uatil it shall have been examined and declared
such by the competent ecelesiastical authorities.
The rigid scrutiny, and the caution, of these,
are so well known as to have given rise to ‘the
proverb ¢ that at Rome it is a miracle to prove
a miracle.”

We will however Jay before our readers some
facts that have lately occurred; and we will
aso remark that, however opinions as to their
cause may vary, the truth of the facts as given
by the Catholie press,are admitted—in one case
by Protestant journals such as the London
Times and the Spectator; and'in the other by
well known Protestant members of the medical
possession. In them we think the Catholic
will not fail to recognise the hand of God.

The first case te which we would refer is
that of the sudden, and in so far as the agency
of man is concerned, the spontaneous, and im-
mediate, conversion to”Christianity and Roman_
ism, of a body of Syrian Mahometans who have
given proofs of their sincerity by their fidelity
to their newly adopted faith under cruel and

The story that these converts tell, and which is
published by the London Tablet at length is to
this effect:~——That about two years ago some forty
Moslems of a sect known as Shadili were in the
habit of mecting for prayer in a suburb of
Damascus; that diffieulties had often presented
themselves to their minds, and that they often
prayed to God for light and guidance ; that on
oue such occasion a trance came upon them;
in the course of which appeared to them a vision
such as was once vouchsafed to St. Paul, of
QOur Lord, of His Blessed Mother, and of an
old bearded man, whose lcading they were or-
dered to follow. That awakening from this
trunce, each one told his neighbor what he had
scen, or fancied that he had seen; and that in
consequence they huunted all Damascus and the
neighborhood for the teacher whom they were
to follow, and at last found him in the person
af the Fray Emmanuel Forner, Superior of a
monastery of Spanish IFranciscans, By him
they were more fully instructed in the faith of
the Church, into whose fold they were gathered
by baptism.

The evidence in support of the truth of this
story, in so far as the mysterious vision is con-
ceroed is simply the word of the converts; but
the fact of their sudden conversion, and of the
consequent prolonged sufferings from the Ma-
hometan rulers are historical facts, which can-
not be impugned, and which are as miraculous
as the vision which explains or accounts for
them. As the London Spectator—for these
things have not been done in a corner, but have
attracted the gaze of the world—as the Specta-
tor saye :—

% whatever may be the truth about the asserted
miracles, the subsequent persecutions seem to he
histerical enongh; for, all marvel apart, would it be
otherwise than u very remarkable history, if it turns
out, as it seems likely to do, that the movement
really began spontancounsly in the heart of a com-
pany of Mussulmans who had no knowledge of
Christianity.”

The rcader who remembers how, in a vision,
the centurion Cornelius was instructed to send
to Joppa for one Simon whose surname is Peter,
Acts x. e.; how also in a vision there appeared
to St. Paul a man of Macedonia calling upon
the Apostle of the Gentiles to come over and
belp them, Acts xvi. 9, will sec dothing out of
harmony with God's dealings with His crea-
turcs in the tale of the Syvian converts; and
all will admit that theiy, sudden and spontaneous
conversion is of itself a miracle in the moral
order not without precedents, We, however,
content ourselves with laying the bare facts
before our readers; they will thence draw
their own conclusions.

The next ease to which we will advertis that
of a sudden cure that lately oceurred at St.
Louis, and is testified to by three medical men,
Drs. Yarnell, Papin and Cooper.

Theresa Schafer aged 22 was admitted in the
month of April last asan outdoor patient of the
« Female Clinic of the Sisters of Merey on the
recommendation of Dr. W. H. Cooper. She
was visited, and her case wus carcfully diag-
nosed by, amongst others, Drs. Papin, Pallen,
Boishniere, Bond, and Dulancy. All agreed
that the seat of her disease was the liver,in the
region of which was u lurge and well defined
tumor, Many modes of treatment were tried
but the paticnt got ‘worse and worse; and on
the morning of the 206th August last, Dr.
Yarnall, M.D., who was one of her medical at-
tendants, testifies in his certificate that he
¢ found her in un unconscious und dying condi-
tion ;" adding, ¢ it was my Impression that she
might survive as much as twenty-four hours,
hardly more.” This report is also counter-
signed by Dr. Cooper.

This was the state of affairs on Saturday,
27th of August. On Monday, the 28tl, her
condition is thus testified to by Drs, Papin,
Cooper, Quarles and Yarnall :(—

% On Mondry, Angust 28th, she was examined by
Drs. Papin, Cooper, Quarles and myself: tho tumor

was gone ; tho functions of the body were evidently

nor is it prudent in any case to assort that such |

unremitting persecutions from their government.-

ina very" healthy condition and properly performed,
and the patient was well. ‘
tM, YarvaLr, M.D,
) ¢ North Ninth Street.
« St. Louis, Mo,, Sept. 9, 1871." _
‘Dr. Cooper testifies that “so far us the above
boame under my observation it is correct;” and

Dr, Papin in his certificate says:—

# T saw Theresa Schafer the day before she reco-
vered. I am satisfied she was then in a dying con-
dition, and that no human skill could curc her—I
saw her agnin the Monday following, ie, two days
after her cure.
the presence of Drs. Cooper, Quarles and Yarnall.
She was perfectly well, and no traces of her discase
tett: “ Dn. Tryotay L. Pars

These facts eannot be controverted. Let us
now sec whut passed in the interval betwixt
Saturday when Theresa Schafer was lying un-
conscious, and beyond the power of human skill
to cure, and the Monday following when she
was perfectly cured, and free from all traces of
discase. In fact the curc, whether natural
or supernatural, was effeted  Saturday
11 a.m. at which time the moribund patient sat
up, declared herself perfectly well, and having
culled for dinner of which she ate heartily, rose,
dressed lerself, went to chapel to return
thanks, and afterwards walked home in perfeet
health, and with no tumor about her, to sec her
parcnts with whom she now remains performing
the usual duties of a daugnter ir a houschold.
Here is the cxplanation of these unimpeachable
facts, as given by the restored moribund her-
gelf:—

About 11 o'clack, a. m., the priest came to admin-
ister extreme unction. She was then entirely un-
conscious, but scarcely had the reverend father left
the room, accompanicd hy the attendant Sister whea,
hie was recalled, Theresa sat up in the bed, and
said, in a clear, natural voice, I am well ; I wish to
go home.”

It was manifest that something extruordinary had
happened. The Sister asked her who had cured her?
% The Blessed Virging”® was the reply. Theresa then
related with great simplicity that before receiving
extreme unction she had awakened from her uncon-
sciousness, and opening her eyes, saw to the right
of her, and close to her bed, the Dlessed Virgin in
the midst of a besutiful light, clothed in white
warments, wearing a white veil and a golden crown
on her head, with stars, her right hand Deing held
on her boson.

Theresa at first was afraid, but her fear Iett lier as

the Blessed Virgin addressed her, saying, ¢ Do you
promise ta do what I ask you, if you are " cured 7"—
ST will,? was the reply. ¥ Will you promise to be-
come a Sister in this convent, or if you do not like
that, to attend the sick?" ¢ Yes,” said Theresa, ¢ on
the death of iny mother.” The Blessed Virgin then
said:  # On tle same day your mother is buried you
must enter ;! and with these words she  disappeared,
and Theresa beeame again unconscious, in which
state she was annointed,
During the time of the apparifion there was no
one else in the room except her friend Miss Anna
Wentz, who has since entered the Convent of the
Good Sheplierd,  Fhis young lady never saw nor
heard the Blessed Virgin, but she noticed in the face
of the patient something heavenly and extraordinary,
and she heard distinctly some of her answers.

The reader is at liberty, to believe, or to dis-
believe, as he pleases, this explanation of the
phenomenen ;. but the fact remains unimpeach-
able, and is admitted by the medical men, that
whereas on Saturday morning Theresa Schafer
was beyond the reach of human skill, on the
afternoon of the same day she was perfectly
well, and that in the enjoyment of robust health
she walked home to sce hier parents.

Of course the professional men are much ex-
ercised at these facts, so repugnunt to medical,
as well as to Protestant traditions, The Medi-
cal Faculty nt St. Louis have sat upon the ease
and having discussed it in all its bearings, have
come to the conclusion that they can make
nothing of it. Herc is a brief report of their
deliberatious as quoted by the V. ¥, Freenun,
from a St. Louis paper, the Republican :—

The matter was called up by Dr. Hammer, who
said he wonld like to hear un explanation of it hy
the physicians whose names had appeared in connac-
tion with it in the public prints.
Dr. Montrose A. Pallen saitd he had no lesitancy
in stating what he knew about it.  He considered it
an abscess of the liver, which burst and discharged
itself through the alimentary canal,
Dr. Hodgen and Dr. Hammer thouglt this could
not be the case, as the dischrge would, in all pro-
bability, cause death ; and even if it did not, the reco-
very of the patient could not be o rapid.
Dr. Cooper related the history of the case substan-
tially as it nppeared in the papers,*
Dr. Bond Leing called upon, said that from his
examination of the patient, e considered the case
to be one of a cystic tumor, or hydatid of the liver—
a memlyanous sac or bladder filled with a pellueid
fluid.  I'his had burst, and the fluid had discharged,
in natural vourses, and been absorbed by the system.
Dr. A. Kueckelbahn said that he had scen the
patient when she first complained, and that he had
made a dingnosis ot the case, ascribing it to hydatid
of the liver. He substantiated Dr. Bond's theory.,
During the disenssion, Dr, Hammer asked Dr,
Cooper if he thought there was anything miraculous
about the ease.
The President, Dr. Gregory, decided the question
out of order.
A general discussion then ensued, in which Dr.
Hodgen and others related several similar cases,
which appuared at first to be miracolous, hut in
which it wak determined that the cures had really
been effected in such a manner as Dr. Lond deseribed.
The meeting adjourned without teking any for-
mal action in the matter. The general sense of the
Socicty, as obtained by conversation with its leading
members, scemed to be in favor ofascribing the cure
to natural, and not to mimculous cruses,
Ifthereuders, professional or. non-professional,
can make anything out of the ubove verbiage
they are welcome to do so. For our part we
find it harder to helieve that the suddenly dis-
charged contents of a tumor; or as the medical
men—vwho not being intelligible to themselves
or to onc another seck to impose themselves
upon “the non-professional public as men of
great erudition, by the use of Greck terms, and
words two-fathom long—eall it, « hydatid of the

liver or membranous sac filled with pellucid

Suid,” should immedintely have been discharged

T examined her then thoroughly, in |

in natural courses, and absorbed by the system,
than to admit that God has again done what,
when Incarnate upon earth it was His custom
to do. The ‘one thing clear in the muddie of
words splashed up by our Medical Faculty in
their flounderings, and unwieldy struggles to
explain the inexplicable is this :—That Theresa
Schafer was instantancously cured of an incur-
able disease in a most unprofessional manner.

e

CrviL aAxp Revnigrous LiBerTy. — ¢ All
Jesuits and Republican agents”—so the papers
report—* have been expelled from Rome." " —
This is a speeimen of the liberty inaugurated
by the invasion and conquest of the States of
the Church by the Piedmontese. Without
form of trial, without any speeific charges
brought against them, with no opportunity al-
lowed them of meeting their accusers face to
fuce in open day, and refuting their accusers,
men whose supposed religious and political
opinions, are supposed hostile to the usurping
government, though unattended by uny overt
acts, are condemaed as criminals, and sentenced
to exile. It is the application of the law of the
“suspeet,” for by what visible signs is the
Jesuit or the republican to be distinguished
from other men ? And if distinguished, why
if no overt act be proved against him, should
he be punished for his religious or political
opinions?

In Italy necither Church nor State is free
under Piedmontese rule; ncither in the reli-
gious nor in the political order is there liberty:.
In the case of the Jesuit Religious Liberty,
in that of the Republican Civil Liberty is
outraged. In the Provinees lately wrested
by Prussia from France in fair and open war,
those who refuse to become German citizens
are allowed to rewain undisturbed by the new
Government ; they are not.compelled cither to
take an oath of allegiance to the new rulers of
the land, or to abandon their homes and pro-
perty; and yet the Prussian Government mukes
no pretensions of liberalism, and indulges in
no sclf-glorification of its love of frecedom! Tt
belongs to the usurping and perjured Govern-
ment of Ttaly, the violator of the most solemn
Treuties, the unprincipled aggressor, without
so much as the sewblunce even of a grievance
against them urged in excuse of its treachery,
on its weaker neighbors, to proclaim itself to
the world as the chaanpion of liberties which it
tramples underfoot.

How long shall this accursed tyranny cn-
dure? Irom every Catholic heart throughout
the world, goes up the prayer to the Lord God
of Subuoth for its speedy and ignominious
overthrow; and that these prayers of the Church

shall in due time be signally answered we doubt.

not, because for this belief we have the promise
of the Highest. The Lord will yet arise in
IIis might, and His cnemies, and the enemies
of His Church will be confounded.

We gather from our exchanges,—we have
no personal knowlege of the matier,—that the
Catholics of the Province of Ontario, wearied
out by the difficulties they have experienced
in their cfforts to effect an amelioration of their
scliool systew, have it in contemplation to or-
ganise, against the Conservative party with
whom they have hitherto acted, and in fuvor of
their opponents, the so-called Clear-Grits.

Far be it from us to pretend to dictate to
our Dbrethren in U. Canada, the political
course they should purswe. No one so well
knows where the shoe pinclics as he who wears
it; and we must presume that the Upper
Cuanadian Catholics are the best judges as to
what measures they should adopt in order to
obtain the concession of their just demunds.
But viewing the position from a distance, it
docs scem to us as if the contemplated al-
liance of Cutholies with Clear-Grits were a
very dangerous measure, or at all events, one of
doubtful expediency. We bave for years writ-
#:n against it, and insisted that, not the Clear-
Grits 0r Protestant Reformers, but the Con-
servatives, are the natural political allics of Ca-
tholies, as those with whom Catholies have
most in common.  True, the last-named muy
not be all that we desire them to be; but in
politics, as in everything clze in this world,'wc,
if wise, must put up with imperfections, and of
two evila clect the less.  Even if the Conserva-
tives be guilty of all the shortcomings attri-
buted to them—uand this proposition we neither
defend nor condemn—will the Clear-Grits do
better ? will they if in power do more to vender
justice to the Cathelic minority, than do the
Conservatives ?

These arc important questions not to be an-
swered inahurry.  They involve also grave re-
ligious questions which it is for the Qhureh,
speaking by her chiefs, to answer, We strongly
doubt the wikdom and the expediency of any
united political action, or action of the Cutho-
lics as a eompact organised body, which has
not first received the sanction, and the blessing
of the Chureh. When she speaks, when she
moves, then it is the duty of the laity to raise
their voices, and to make their power felt.—
She is our best guide; and it is onr's—and a

most honorable function too it is—not to ns-

pire to lead, but zealously and with pure hearts
to follow there where she in her wisdom jg
pleased to show the way. With regard to the
grievances complained of by our Ontarig
brethren we presume not to offer any opinion,
1t is for them to indicate — after earefu] dis
crimination betwixt those grievances’ which
proceed from social causes over which legisla-
tion has no control, and those which are the
result of positive and unfair laws—the neces.
sary remedies, and to embady them in g Bill,
to be laid before Parliament; but, as we said
before, we fear that more harm than good
would acerue to the best interests of the Qg
tholic Church, were her children, as a body, to
ally themselves, and make common cause, with
the Clear-Grits, or political party of which the
Globe is the recognised organ.

Tug CATHEDRAL—The from house to housq
collection for the Cathedral commenced this
week in the Parishes of Notre Dume ang St.
Joseph of Montreal, and will be continyed till
every family has been visited. The collectorg
will be eitizens accompanied by members of the
Clergy, and it is hoped that they will be warmly
encouraged in their good work by the citizens
of Montreal.

On Friday last His Lordship the Bishop of
Montreal, solemnly blessed and  consecrated
with the usual rites of the Catholic Church the
new Asylum of the Grey Nuns at the corner of
Guy and Dorchester Streets. There were pre:
sent a large number of the Clergy, and a great
concourse of our Catholic fcllow—citizem, to
whom the event was one of decp interest, 1ye
must all pray that God will continue to Dless
the heroic lubors of our Grey Nuns,

We understand that the Rev. J. Salmon hag
been directed by His Lordship, Bishop Bourget,
to take up his residence in the immediate viei.
nity of St. Gabricl’s Chureh, in which he hs
for some time ninistered as one of the Priests
from the Tunneries West. The new arrange-
ment was announced on Sunday last by Rather
Salmen, who told the Congregution that it wus
dictated in His Lordship’s mind by a fervent
desire for their greater good ; a desire charac.
teristic of His Lordship's spirit towards his
flock atlarge. The announcement was received
by the congregation with the most lively feel.
ings of satisfuction and gratitude; and imme
diately after Mass a large number waited upon
Father Sulmon to testify their appreciation of
the kindness shown to them, and to congratu.
late him upon his new position. M, M(‘:Keon
gpoke on behalf of Lis Knglish speaking breth.
ren, and Mr, Lesage for the French Cang.
dian portion of the congregation.

Father Sulmon feslingly replied, acknowledg-
ing the courtesy and kindness then evineed to-
wards him, and oxpressing his ardent wishes
that under the ncw arrangement, as in the
past, their common interests as Catholics, sub-
ject to a holy and devoted Bishop, would be
promoted, '

In compliance with many requests Tierna
Noge, writer of « Sketahes of Ireland”’ for the
TrRUE WiTNEss lias cousented to deliver 2
lecture in the Lower St. Patrick’s IIall, on
Tuesday Kvening, 24th inst. We learn that
the subject chosen for the oceasion is “ Fueh
O’'Neil.”  There can be no doubt that the h;]l
will be filled and therefore all these who are
anxious to hear of the Great Hugh should be
there carly. Tickets can be obtained of the
prominent members of the Irish Societies or'at
this office,

The lecture, announced in our colurns,
which was to have been delivercd on Friday
last, the Gth inst, by the Rev. C. Dallet,
Missionary, on India &c., was unavoidably
postponed owing to a serious attack of illness.
Father Dallet has heen obliged to leave on
Tuesduy, for the Brazils and Spanish South
America, and so we have been deprived of an
intellectual treat, but we hope that we may
have the Revd. gentleman amongst us nixt
year.

Our friends in Woodstock and Neighbeur-
hood, N. B., urc informed that Puinre M-
Carrrey Esq., J. P., has kindly consented to
Act as Agent for the Trur WitNkss and is
prepared to receive subseriptions aud give
reeeipts. We hope our friends in the loc::lity
will give him a call,

The marriage of the Hon. Thos. Ryan with
Made. D. W. de Montenach, widow of the late
M. O. Perrault de Liniere, is announced in the
Journals, as having taken place at Fribourg, on
the 16th of last month,

The City authorities of New York have had
civil suits instituted ugainat them, for the re-
covery of wonies asserted to have been fraudu
lently paid ous of the City Treasury.

It is said that the Legislature for the Province
of Quebee will meet for business on the Tth of
next month, : l C




