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JASUARY—1871.
Friday, It—Octave of the Epiphany.
Saturday, 14—=t. Hilary, B.C. DL
Sunday, 13— Sccond Sunday after Epiphaay.
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus,
Mondny, 1n—st. Marcellinus, P M.
Tuesday, 17—5t. Anthony, Ab.
Wednesday, 13-=5t. Peter's Chair at Rome.
‘Thursday, 19—5t. Canute, AL

XEWS OF THE WEEK.

Telegrams report Fronch victories over the
Prussians, oc Prussian victories over the
French, according as they are transmitted to us
from French, or from DPrussian sources.—
Though perplexing, this mode of conveying
ntelligence has this advantage, that it satisfies
both Prussian and French sympathisers; as
every one readily belicves to be true, that which
he wishes to be true. If we might hazard an
opinion, we would say that we think that, co

t he whole, the prospeets of Franee arve bright-
ening. She has armies in the field which have
acquired some amount of noral consistency or
yower of cohesion; which can fight well, and
which can retrest in good order when circum-

tances require it. On the other hand, the
Prussians, far from their base, raust be hard put
o it to keep their men in condition, to fill up
he cver recurring blanks in thelr ranks,
caused by disease and shat, and to drag to the
rent the vast supplies of ammunition required
or the arduous task of redueing Paris by bom-
bardment. The weather has been also severely
eold in France, causing much suffering to both
he belligerents, but, onc would suppose, more
especially to the besieging army. In spite of
the bull-dog tenucity of the Germans, we think
therefore that the heroic resistance of Daris,
seconded by the French armies in the field, will
ultimately compel the first named to relinquish
heir hold, and to fall buck upon their own re-
sources,

The death of Prim had not been followed,
up to the receipt of our latest telograms, by
any geoeral outbreak in Spain. The young
Picdmontese prince had been received in Madrid
without enthusiasm, but without any strongly
displayed signs of hostility. This quict ean
not be expected to last long; nor is the reign
of Amudeus likely to prove one whit more
happy than was that of the intrusive King
Joseph, whom the first Napoleon set up.

Rome has had a flying visit from Victor
Emmanuel, who however remained thers but «
day. " During Dis sojourn it seems that lie ook
up Lis abode in the Quirinsl Paluce, the pro-
perty of his illustrious victim, whose pulies he
—VYictor Emmanuel—has confiscated—or to
use & novel and appropriate Yankeeism applicd
to dishonest appropriations of properfy—has
“ Jimfiscated.”

The released Fenian prisoncrs may shortly
be expeeted on this Continent, where no doubt
a great public manifestation awaits them.—
There is still a good deal of excitement on the
« Fishery Question” amongst our neighbors to
the South. Tu is to them an object of wmuch
importance that they should have the run of
the fishing grounds now the exclusive property
of British subjects, and the free use of the
canals which make the St. Lawrence the out-
let from the great Lakes to thesea. For these
a}i?;lnt::ges they are not however willing to pay
the- price asked by Canada, that is to suy,
“ Reciprocity ; and therefore, as they eannot
bui, they: propose to take them, either by force,

wiauld b6 thé ‘policy of the Northern States if
victorious over-the South; that the success of
the former would be fatal to tho indepeudence
of Canada; and--that the subjugation of the
sovereign and irdépeddent States of Virginia,
Cuzolina,.. &c,; would::bg followed by insolent
ad: agglcsmve:fcﬂiémgns”u]\)pn British North
Aterici-%very one not,&born fool must have

forgsqen,: from the.guthrealsof sthe war betwixt

L1

issue of that war is now producing its natural
and inevitable results in the insolent demands
‘of tho Yankee government for our Fisheries
and our Canals. Iunshort, on the first favorable
opportunity we are to b treated, so the
Yankeo press tells us, as Rome has been treated
by Piedmont.

A report has reached us from that unhappy
Red River, that Riel has been poisoned. This
has not been confirmed, and God.grant that it
may prove untrue ; for if' it be fact, it will be the
sigual for the outbreak of fresh troubles in that
remote and inaccessible corner of the world,
with which, in an eril hour, and with an insane
lust for more territory, we were foolish e.nough
to burden ourselves.

We give below the latest telegrams from
Europe and che scat of war. It will be scen
that Fort D'[ssy is reported to be silenced by
the Prussiun fire. This, if true, is a serious
blow to Paris, but as it reaches us from Prus-
sian sources, it must be received with
caution :—

VERSAILLES, Jaun. B, rie LexpoN, Jun. 6.—
The German batterics to the south of Puris,
whose armament has been effected without in-
terruption by the ememy, to-day bomburded
Forts Issy, Vanvers and Montrouge, as well as
the French entrenchments zt Ville Juif and
Point Jour, and the French gunboats on the
Seinc., The bombardment on the north-east
part of Paris has also been continued iwith
great encrgy, partly by the newly crected bat-
terics. The results, thus far, have been Jnost |
favourable to the Germuns, notwithstanding :
the prevalence of heavy for.

Lo~pox, Jan. 6.—It t2 said that the case-
mates of Fort Rosny, east of Paris, have been
destroyed by the fire of the German guns.

The German heavy guns at Meudon, south-
cast of Paris, as well a3 other batteries m that
direction, are pow in position and ready for
use,

The average mortality of the German regi-

was annihilated, and the other whecled off and
fled. )

Most of tho French captured at Nuits have
escaped since the evacuation of Dijon, or have
been delivered by Francs-Tireurs—a. reign of
terror is commencing, a battle is imminent be-
tween Werder and the forces of Garibaldi.
Bourbaki’s army of the North has been re-
fitted and will shortly be prepared for offensive
action.

Brussirs, Jun. 5.—ight arrests have been
mwade in the department ot Suone und cisewhere
of suspected Bonapartist agents. They will
probably be tried by Court Martial.

Loxpoyx, Jan. 9.—The Times' special cor-
respondeat with the army of Prince Frederick
Charles deseribes the fishting along the Loire
in the forest of Vendome and at Moutaine on
the 6th inst., and says the Freuch retreated to
the westward. The Prussians are following
them, and meet with but little resistance.

The German prisoners captured by the
French arc.sent to the Island of Oleren, on the
west coast of France and opposite the mouth of
the Charente.

Beruiy, 9.—The King telegraphs to the
Quuen as follows :—

VERsAILLES, 8.— Frederick Charlas con-
tinaes his victorious advance on Le Mans.
Everything has been quict in the North since
the 3rd. The bombardment here is proceed-
ing favourably. The barracks in Fort Vanvers
are on fire,

(Signed, ) WiILLiam.

The advance columns of the Germun forees
in the Vulley of the Loire have leveled Nogent,
Le Rotroy, Sarge, Levigny, and Lz Chatre.
They encountered an obstinate resistunce along
the whole line.

A detachment of the army investing Belfort
stormed the village of Doujouton, soush of that

city, on Saturday, and took 700 prisoners.
Loxpox, Jan, §.—Telegrams from Versailles
to the Times, to-day, suy the American Consul

ments enzaged in the sieze of Paris, up i tie
31st ult., is stated at 2 per cent,

The Prussian girvi=on at Roumen ks heen
reinforeed,

The sdvanes of the French from Havee, !
which is to be aided by mmboats, nwaits
departurc of the i22 trom the Scine. i
Loxpox, Jan. 5. —The French under Gese- |
They were beaten by

rai Roy are retreating.
the Prussians in two cncountrs i the th
instant on the left bank of the Seiune.

The Prussiaas report an effective hombard-
ment of Puris on the south and north-cast
sides of the city, and also from gunboats on the
river.

Count Von Bismarck has cxpressed his re-
luctance to accept Eurl Granville's deniul of the
violations of neutrality.

The King of Helland has issued a procla-
mation to the inhabitants of Luxemburg
promising them his unwavering attachment,
and reassuring them of the maintenance of the
Duchy, which, ke points out, is guaranteed by
the signatures of the chief European Powers,
It is proposed to increase the strength of the
regiments of the linglish army as follows:—
Cavalry, 1,800; Infuntry, 1,200; Artillery,
5,000 ; Engineer Corps, 300.

A crowded meeting was held at Liverpool
to-day in favour of the rcorganization of the
army.

The London Observer says the conference of
the Powers will cortainly mweet before the end
of January. 'The refusal of France to attend |
is not considered final, hut whether Trance is
ropresented or not, the conference will as-
samble,

Herald speeial dated Loxpox, Jun, 8.—Tt
is semi-nfficially anuounced thut it is impassible
to fix a definite time for the meeting of Con-
fereace, n consequence of the absence of the
French representative.  The true cause of the
difficulty, however, is the embarrassing posi-
tion of lngland, by reason of the formal notifi-
cation of Russia that the Black Sea clause of
the Paris Treaty hus been already abrogated
by the action of the Emperor, and thatit is out
of the power of the Conference to nlter the de-
cision,

O'Donovan Rossa and other Fenians were

cceded to Liverpool, for the purpose of leaving
the country.

Loxpoy, Jun. 8.—The British Government,
it is suid, pays the cxpenses of the released
Fenian convicts to the United States.

The Government of Paris has issued a de-
cree announcing the consolidation of all militury
organizations, and the entire able-bodied male
population, with the regular army, for the de-
fence of the ecity. '

Lnurg, Jan, 7.—Faidherbe, in an official
communication, says his army did not retreat
on the night after the 3rd, but remsined in oe-
cupation of the villages they had conquered,
and went into their encampments only on the
following morning,

As to the pursuit of which the Germans

boast, the only fuot to support it is, that on the
morning of the fourth two squadrons of cavalry

Northrand:2Seuthis iPha gved: t6be lamented
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charged the French rear-guard; one of them

released at Chatham to-day, when they pre. |

has been permitted to leave Paris, and has ar-
rived here.  The Prussian guns could easily
shell the city ; there are several houses in
Paris on fire; there has apparently not been
much firing to-duy. The French redoubt at
Notre Dame de Clamart is oceupied by the
Prussiuns and issfire turned against the French;
there are no appexrances of a sortie. The
Prussian losses are still insignificant.

VERSAILLES, Jan. §, eve.—The bombard-
ment & the Paris fortifications is kepe up with
vigor und cffect. The barracks of Fort Mont.
rouge have been st on firc and destroyed. It
is reported some shells have fallen in the gar-
denms of the Luxemburg. A correspondent at
Margenoy says Forts Rosny and Nogent have
suffered severely and that it is believed there
are no French infantry ountside the fortifications
on the Enst and North-East. Paris is active,
and offensive operations arc expected imme-
diately,

Loxpoy, Jan. 9.—The Standard to-day in-
timates editorially that if new negotiations upon
the subject of the Alabama claims should fail
to be entcered upon, the fact will prove that the
delay is duc to the United States, aud not to
Englind.

DuBLiy, Jan. 3. —The majority for Mr.
Moartin, clected to the House of Commons
from Meath, is 456. Im response to a cull
made upon him by the inhabitants, however,
Mr. Martin cxpressed doubts as to whether he
should attend the British Parliament.

The subjoined is a copy of the letter ad-
dressed by Mr. Gladstone to the Iate Lord
Mayor of Dublin on the subjeet of the release
of the Fenian prisoners :—

Lowstye Starzr, Dec, 15, 1870.

GryTienan—I have to inform vou that her 3ajes-
¥s goverameat have eaxefully considered the easce;
of the convicts now undergoing their sentencas for
{reason and treason-felony, and that they have re-
commended to the Crown the exercise towards them
of the royal clemency, so far 3 it is compatible with
the assured maintenance of tranquillity and onler
i the country.  They will therefore be discharged
upon the condition of not remaining in, nor return-
ing to, the United Kingdom, v

These prisoner? were most justly condemned for
participation, cither sceretly or by open violence, in
# conspiracy which, if in any degree successful,
would have filled Ireland with misery and blood-
shed ; and the same principles of justice which dic-
tated their sentences would anply sanction the pro-
longation of their imprisenment if the public se-
curity demanded it.

It is this Isst question, thervefore, which has
formed the subject of careful examination by her
Majesty's government; and {hey have leen able to
camae to the convlusion that, undor the existing cir-
cumstances of the country, the refease of the
priscners, guarded by the condition which I have
stated, will be perfectly compatible with the para-
mount interests of public safety, and, bring g0, will
tend to strengthen the cause of peace and loyalty
in Ireland, There happily appears to he n concur-
rence of circumsiances favorable to such an exercise
of the royal prerogative of merey, Ireland is at
present remarkably prosperous, and genemlly free
from turbulence or disorder.

Its quiet condition shows a most marked im-
provement upon that which prevailed a year ago.
Since that time Parliament has again proved, as it
had done in the previous - session, its readiness to
c.onfrox_xt the most difficult questions of Irish legisla~
tion with n view to sincerc reforms, and cffectual
remedics; while it has not failed to maintain the
suthority of the law by conferring special and
neceasary powors upon the Irish government, These
things have swelled the numbers and strengthened
the hands of that great body of men of all parties
and crecds representing the property, intelligence,

and religion of Ireland which is on the side of order
and loyalty, while they have weakened the ‘powers

—
-

of disaffoction and revolution. Tho earnest desire

of her Majesty's Ministers is to act in all things so
a8 to fuvor the advance of this healing process; and
it is because they beliove that the release of the
convicts now sutfering under sentences of imprison-
ment for treason and trvason-felony will assist in
this work thut they have arrived at their present
docision. That decision, they are well aware, is in
accordance with strong opinions and compassionate
feelings very widely prevalent in  Ireland, but
happily not displaying themselves in any popular
agitation or any turbulent demands, such as would
render complinnce iaconsistent with the due au-
thority of government or afford to the evil-disposed
au excuse, of which therc cannot now be a shadow,
to misrepresent an act which is one of pure clem-
ency o the part of the Quecn. T Lawve the honwr to
b, gentiemen, your very faithful servant.
W. E. GLaDSTONE.

o

EpucarioNy 1¥ Exaraxp.—It is proposed
by some to find a solution for the insoluble
problem—How to make < unsectarian” educa-
tion religious. Thus it was a short time ago
announoed that,—

“the Timer expressed confidence in the belief that
the House of Commons would excludo sectarianism,
but not religion from the Education Bill then before
that Lody.” ’

The problem iz, by its very termms iusoluble;
i/ by religion is meant Christianity, as dis-
tinguished Irom pure deism, or natural religion ;
and if by * scetarianism™ is meant these posi-
tive religzious teachings which are peculiar to
some bodies calling themselves Christian, but
which are repudiated by some others.

. There is no one distinctive Christian doetrine,
or doctrine which distinguishes Christianity
from nataral religion. bare theism, or rational-
ism, that is not repudiated by some one Pro-
testant body, or another; not one distinctively
Christian doctrine on whish al? Christians or
at all events persons calling themselves Chris-
tiaos, agree. The doctrine of the Trinity is
*sectarian” because by a very large portion of
the Protestant community it is repudiated ; the
doctrine of the ¢ Inearnation,”” or of * God
made man" — thae of the Conception of
Jesus in the womb of the B. Virgin, by
the Holy Ghost—that of the Atonement—
that of the eternity of future punishment
for the wicked—that of the Inspivation of the
book commonly called the Bible, are all in like
manner # sectarian,”’ because there is not cone
which is not in whele, or in part, repudisted
by some scction or another of the Protestant
communijty. Even the first clause of the creed
T believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth” is not universally admit-
ted by all Protestants; since as we have shown
from the columns of the Montreal Withess, many
sound evangelical Protestants hold to the eteinal
existence of matter. of which God was not the
Creator, hut merely the manipulator. From
the Ciedo down to the dmen, there is not one
item in the Apostles” Creed to which the term
% sectarian” muy not be applied.

The problem, which the Times was so san-
guine as to believe that the House of ‘Commons
would be able to solve in the interusts of
primary education, is the self-same problem us
that which it has hitherto not been uble to
solve in the matter of Dniversity Tests. That
problem is how to' muintain the distinetively
Christian character of the great English Uni-
versities; and at the same timé to throw those
national places of Kdueation open to all British
subjects 2 In a word, hiow to rid thew of their
+ Seetarianiem’™ without purging them altoge-
ther of their Christian character. This
problem was discussed at length in a late number
of Bluckwood, and a perumal of the artiele
should suffice to convinee the wost sanwuiae
that no solution is, in the nature of tl;'ings,
possible,

Tt is not werely that Christianity, as con-
sidered in its relations with the religions pro-
fessed by numbers of Jewish and Makommedan
British subjects is itself cssentially “ sectur.
tan,” or exclusive ; but there is as yet no com-
mon Christian {2ith, no one article of faith on
which @l who eall themselves Christians are
agreed.  No matter then Low much the exist-
ing Tests for admission to the dignities of the
Universities may be enlarged or relaxed, so
long as a single religions Test of any kind be
exacted from a postulant for these honors, the
higher offices of the Universities will he Deyond
the reach of numbers of the Queen’s professing
Christian subjects; and so long as any are,
because of their religious views, exeluded, the
Universities are, and must romain, ¢ Sectar-
tan,” not “ nadional” institutions.

The writer in Blackwood has a glilmncrh{g
of this truth, and it is amnsing to soe Lew hie
trics to shut his eyes to it, and to ignoro its ex-
istence. ¢ Tests” we must have, he argues, of
some kind or other; or clse our Universitics
will cease to be Christian ; but how is this to
be accomplished without excluding the mem-
bers of some dissenting Protostant sect ? is the
question which he has to answer—and he addsj
“the question must be auswered we cntirely
admit?”  In groping after an answer he
stumbles, and splashes up words, and flounders
from onc logical quagmire into another, till the
aspect of the man is pitiable, so bedaubed is he
with absurdities. ' First he suggests as an nn-
gwer, that there be imposed ns a form of Test
“a declaration of a general adhesion to the
Christion belief;"” but then what is the
“Chrisitan belief?” 8o a8 he can evidently

find no answer to this question, m‘
r?lnx even this Test as too stringent, tmp(::a]w
sive; and to require in lien thereof a prof, iy
of belief in * the existence of 4 God,” m;sa‘:qn
a future state of rewards angd punie;hmem.s -
the condition of education in the English [} ?
versities.”  But as the Jew, hut aas the L;L-
hommedan, but as the majority of rat.ionali;.
would all make such a profession, there jg , :8
dently nothing distinctively Christian about ,:
and so by implication the Conservative write’
whose object is to maintuin exclusive Posgs ur
the only means of upholding the distiucti\-els
Christian character of the Universities ﬁnc‘y
himself forced to accept a Test wluéh h:
nothing distinctively Christian aboyy it; nn;
which Jews and Mahommedans, ang H’indoo
idolators, might subseribe to, without violation
of conscience, In a word, it is impossible to
“Sunscclarionize” the Universities, withoyg by
the same net, « un-Christianising” them, '
And what holds true of the Uniy
truc of the schools which the St
set up in England and Scotlund. ¢ thess are
to have any distinetive Christian religious ehar.
acter atall, they must needs be seelirinen,” pog
only as against Jews, and Mahommedans and
other non-Christinn subjocts of the Que ’
they must alsa be ¢ sectarian™
who call themselves, and who are conngen]
called Christians.  Mr. Forster, the author o}f"
the Bill lately under considerstion clearly saw
this, and objected therefore to the use of
the book called the Bible, and 1} giving
of religious instruetion of any kind iy szhooi:
—uas the reeck on which the Stats-Sehool
system of the 1T, States waus going to pieces
Mr. Forster is right, quite right. Bvery sys:
tem of education that is not utterly Godless
mst he more or logs )

ersities holdg
ate Proposes g

en s bu
45 azainst sope

: mare or lexs seetarian:” the reading
of the Bll_)lc it imply anything, implies that
the bock is the Word of God, and is therefore
seetarian’ as against the large and daily in-
creasing class of P’rotestants who ciuuv the in-
spiration of the whole, or at ail events of parts
of the Bible; who refuse to admit it to be the
Word of God in any hizher senve than the
Koran, or ‘than the Tidmnd, or than Wereny-
lry's History of Englaad, is the Word of God,
Religious Kdueation necessarily implies Dene-
winational Education ; and it is upon this prin-
ciple—a ~elf-evident principle, we may eall it
—that Mr. Forster's Bill was framed, and that
the youth of Enxlund were, secardine to i
provisions to be thevcetorward cducated. [n
order to get rid of  sectariunism’” it isnow pro-
posed to force Cliristians t pay for the support
of 2 non-Christian school system ; snd this is
what Lberals call justice !
——— R —_

“ABOVE ALL GENTLEMEN, No ZEan."—
Though not forming actually a portion of the
Ordination service of the Anglican denoming-
tion, these words do most faithfully express the
spirit, or vital principle of that section of the
Protestunt community whose faith is defined,
and relations with God arc determined, by the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Couwncil. To
pray moderately, to believe mnderately, to love
Goil moderately, to do all things in moderation
is the fundamental principle of Anglicanism,
Thus in our very able contemporary, the Mont-
real Gazette of the 3rd inat., in a short review
of the most important events of the past year,
the following brief, but most significant pura-
graph is devoted t9 the Churel of England and
its fortunes :— )

“The Privy Council has during the Iast ten vears
been forced by circumstances to a minute :;tudy
of the catechism, articles and canons of the churcl.
The result of their decisions has been to show that,
white they allow considerable Iatitude in the inter-
pretation of seripture and Articles of Belief, they
feel it their duty lo restrain o too demonstrative ex-
hibition of faith in the doctrines of Christiunity.”

The Privy Council, and the other authoritics
of the Anglican Church do more; not only do
they discourage any ¢ too demonstrative exhi-
bition of faith in the doctrines of Christianity,’s
but they to the utmost of their ability, dis-
countenance, as alien to the spirit of Anglican-
ism, “ too firm a faith, or helief in those doe-
trines.”  Its wmembers are required to believe
moderately, and its ministers are exhorted to
preach moderately, and to be carcful not to
insist too strongly on any article of the Chris-
tian ereed,

We havebefore our eyes the unalysis,as made by
the London Tiines, of “the fourth and last Blue
ol of the Commiszioners appointed to inguire
into the rubrics of the Prayer Book,” and of
the “final report’” of the gentlemen to whont
the important and difficult task of revising the
Prayer Book was committed. Of course as it
was the Ritualists, who by their immoderate
belief in the doctrines of Christianity, and by
their too public demonstration of the faith that
was in thew, who guve occasion to this Com-
mission, they, the offenders ngainst moderation,
come in for a large share in the Report. But
not the Ritualists - alone, for there are others,
who without being obnoxious to the charge of
Romanism, are nevertheless a stumbling block
and an offence beenuse of their jmmoderate
faith in the doctrine of the Trinity, and their
too demonstrative exhibition of that faith-as
displayed in the reading 'in their respeotive



