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ing torchlight hetween the bright rays of Epiphany-
tide and the dark hours of Lenten ryetreat and
silence.— Church Kalendar.

Septuagesima, Sexagesima and Quinquagesima,
the seveniieth, sixtieth and fiftieth day before
Kaster,or tho three Sundays before Ash Wednesday,
and the weeks intevening, have well been 1ermed
the porch by which we approach the solemin Len-

ten-tide, and in which we are bidden to linger fur

a little while to prepure our theughts and frame
our minds ' ¥ a proper enirance upun of the Holv
Season,
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GRACE AT MEALS,

“legsing the table,” says Collier, in his Sacred |

Tnterpreter, Hov saying grace, which is the craving

a blessing from (op on vur food, and thanksgiving :

afterwards. is a neeessary and Christian-like prac-

tice, encouraged by $t, Paaul, who has taught us

that ‘every Troature of Gonis good, if it bhe received
with thanksgiving ™"
feed the multitude, took the Joaves and fiches and
“looking up to Heaven, He blessed them.”
custom of saying grace at menls prevailed amony

the dews, and has always been practieel by Chris-

tians,  Even the heathen poured ouwl lihations to
the ods, at their feasts.

blessing it 13 that we are nourished and refccshied
by thom, withant even Joeking up to Haven tfora
hessing, or yeturning thanks for themn, is most
indecent, unchristian, atheistical,”

fz it possible that in wny families profess:dly
Christiag  this simple and seemly jpuetice s
n gleered? 1Y so, let it be fustituted this New
Yeur time. Il some member of the fumily e
appwinted, beforehand, to ask « blessing, and some
one to return thanks At dinner. at least, this
devout custom shouid be observed.  1f other mouls
are irreguinr and infurmal, a blessing may be
asked when even two or three are gathered ; and
even at a solitary meai every Christinn should
utter a silent prayer. Nothiug can exense the
neglect of “saying grace” at the fumnily bourd.
The head of the house is, of course, the proper
person to do this, and even w Bishop, it present,
would not agsume the oftice uniess invited to du so.
But the duty may bLe delegated to any member of
the househwld, and it s somotimes portormed hy o
child.  Nothing could be more hezutiful and ap-
propriate than o short invucatiern of Gon's hlessing
upon the repast, by a little ehild, The influenee
of such an act of faith upen every member of tie
family must extend over the whole duy.  We sub-
join some forms in common use, giving the e
ference to the responsive grace an eceasions when
the whole family are assembled :

BEFORE MEALS,

Bless, Heavenly Father, the git1s of Thy hounry
which we are ubout to receive, and pudon onr sins,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Accept cur thonks, Heavenly Father, for these
Thy gifts, aud Dbless them fo our usn, for Christ’s
sake. Amern.

Gop e merciful unte us and bless us ju receiv-
ing our daily bread, for Jesus Christ's snke. A peow.
AFTER MEALS.

For these and all His mercies, Con’s Holy
Name be praiced, throngh our Lord Jesug Christ.
Aumen. :

Unto Gon the Giver of zll good gifts, be thanks
and praise for these and all His mereies. through
Jesus Christ our Lovd.  Amen. '

AN INDIANS PRACTICAL TEST,

A Chrisiian trader {Mr. Thomaas), thus relates an
incident which was the tuxning point in Iis career
as an Indian trader.  He said @ The Indians land
east of the Mississippi had wlready Leeu ceded to
the Government by treaty, and the red man only
dwelt there by the comsent of the Goverment.
When the Indians went away I went with them ;
I took up my gnariors at the head waters of the
Wisseba, at the junction of two impaertant streams,
iributaries to the great {uther of waters. and opened
my store for trade,

Onr Lord, when about to!

Tlhe

“The contrary pructice.”
says Collier, “of devouring ereatures which Vion!
hay niade and treasitred for vur use, and by Whose |

After exposing my goods, in all their Indian !
varieties for some days without any suecess in |
;s«:lling, I hecame almost discowraged, and neavly :

concluded to give it up. 'The Indianawould come
info my siore by the dozens, and alter examining
my gouds, go away without purchasing., They had l
| plenty of shu-ne-ah (money) and furs, but bought |
no goods, and the reasun was 2 mystery to nie.

At fength the chiel of the nation came in com-
pany with a erewd of Indians. e instantly ex-
eliimed, “How do. Thomas? Come. show me
rnice goods.  What du vou ask for this? 'l take
{four yards of culico—three raom skins for oue
cvard—halt a dollar axnet)ly—byv'm by, to-morravw,
"1 pay you”
| The next day he came, accompanied by his!
|
|
1

whele band, His blanket above his waist was
tetutled with coon skins. “Longknife, T will pay
Pthat bill now,” said the Indian.

i Sniting the action to the word, be began to pull
tthe skins from his hlanket. and counting out
“twelve held the thirteenth in his haud, and finally
laid it upun the west, exclaiining, “That’s it ex-
Puetly  faave it haek to him, telling him he owed
Sme bur twelvesand thie Great Spivit would not let
sme ehert b, We continued to pass it back and
forth, each uvnae asserting ihat it Lelonged fo the
Sother. At lust e appeared satistied, and gave me
serutinizing look ; then plasing the skin within
the folds of hiz blanket, he stepped 1o the door.
and with « yell eried. “Come '—eome in, all you,
and trade with the pale face - he's honest  he will
not cheat the Indian, he beifeves in the Great
spivit——hie heart is big, he is an honest trader.”

e then twrped o e wad said, I you hLad
tuken that one coon =kin, I and my peuple would
have had nothig to do with vou, and would have !
deiven you away like a dog; Lut now [ have
found that you are rhe lIndian's friend, and we
shall be yours”

The Indians then began tlocking inie the store
nid to trade, and hefore the sun had gone down, ]
was waist deep in furg, and shu-ne-ah in plenty,
That one coun skin saved e as 2 tader, and 1 w:zsi'
thus even in my extremity enabled to houor. Christ!
as my Saviour, my Counsellor and Guile. |

-~ [}
3AD THOUGITS. j

Bad thoughis, it chevished, Dlight viviae, Jdestroy
purity, and undermine the stablest foundations of
churacter.  They are like ot in timber ; ke rdst
iniron. Tney eat ndo the man,  Aud when the
process has gone on fora while, and  thers cones
th. stress of an outward tewplation, down ihey go
inlo 3 mass of ruins ! Ships go oni o sea, all
bright with fregh paint, their sajls all spread and
streamer flying, and never curie haek—never reach
port. “Why T They mef a stovm and went down,
beeause they were rotten. Under the paint was
decay | Just so bad thoughts, vile, impure thoughts
amd imaginations, rot tho manly cak of character,
rust the iron of principle, slaicken all the stays of
virtue, and Ieave the man or woman to the vio-
lence of temptation, with no intevior reserve power
o withsiand the shock., ¥Had thoughts fed and
fattened vre the bottom viee of soclety,

TAME

A RAT,

Lhave not for the last tweuty years been without a
tame ¥at.  The “monkey room” s the genersl ve-
fuge for the sick aninwuls belonging to wy friends,
and Jucky are those animals who roms into this
hospital. 1 almost Jorget where the rat L am writ-
ing about came from. | believe he was cne ! res-
cued from an untimely end by being swallowed
by the anl-eater at the Zoological Gardens. 'This
rat has the bump of curigsity strongly Jdeveloped,
and nothing pleases him so wuch as to make an
inspection of my writing lable. o creeps cau-
tiously about and examiney evervihing, his ohject
boing to steal.  What he likes hest is lump sugar.
My sugar-basin originally cost a penny ; like the
Partland vase. it has been smashed and broken =o
often that it is impossible o estimais ity presem
value. The cause of these numerous fretures is
the wat, who. when he wanls # bit of sugar, stunds
upon his ltind legs, supporting himself with his
“tail in o tripod-like fashion, and upsets the sugar-

on the lines of asalmon ladder.

basin ;  then, selecting a lump, he bholts with it
1t isa remarkable fact thal ihe rui never eats in
the opan; he takes all hie steals baek to his housn,
in order to do this he has 1o get on to the mantle-
piece, which is about sighteen inehes above the
writing table.  To enable him to aecomplish this,
I have put up for him a rat-ladder, built semewhat
After 1 had shown
hin onece or twice how {o get up this ladder with
objects, wlueh for a rat must be of considerable

weight.  One day I =aw him steal u whole red her-
ring, Having tried the hest way to carry it, he

ultumately picked iv up at ihe right point where i1
balanced.  When he avrived at the round lole
which leads to the rlesping compartment of the
squirrel’s cage, he was pulled up short by the her-
ring, which was crossways in his mouth. I was
curions 10 see what he would do.  He dropped the
herring und seemed to consider. Ilaving quickly
made up his mind ho adopted the following plan.
Leaving the herring cutside e went into the hole,
and turn ng short around xeized it hy the head,
and hanled it in with the greatest ecase, The
muscies ahout the neek of the rat are very strong,
giving him great power {o use his wedge-shaped
hewd, whether for horing or carrying.  He usos
his tail to steer himself, and when etimbing, works
as a rope-dancer works iy halaneing-pole,

The rat ig a great aiealer of bifs of paper, and
any loose picees he can tind ke  earrier away,
Wilicn the post comes in, in the morning, therefore,
the rat has the envelopes as a perquisite.  These
he tears inlo little bits and makes a2 very cowmfor-
table nest with ihem.—DBuekianl's Jfottings from
Auwimal Life.

———— e el i,

A DOG'S TESTIMONY.

Many of the children who read these lines huve
hoard or seen the heautiful pagsage on prayer to be
found in Tennyson's poem calied “Morte d’ Arthuy”
—the death of Arthur. The extract is in these

Dwords —

YOFor whitt ave men better than sheap or goads

‘I'hat nourish a lind life within the Deain,

If, knbwing (Ren, they lift uot hands of prayer,

Joth for themsebves and these who call them friond ¢

For so the whole round world is every way

Bound by gold chaing about the feet of Gou.™

I have heen reminded of these lines, and espee-
inlly of the vpeningallusion to the prayerless brutes
hecause T know an individual possessed of a dog
whos e hehavior has sometimes illustrated the poet's
wmoaning. The little dog in question is of no nnces-
tral or other distiuction : comes of no fine hreed ;
amld lahors under the disudvantage of heing yellow
—a line thing for o Hon (in which case the color
would he ealled U wdy”): but always regarded as
a very baed feature ina deg.  Now, thiz amall ani-
mal, notwithstandiing hi= hwnble origin and lis
disgraceful color, ix so intelligent, so faithful, and
especially so aflcctionaie a rreature, that sometimes
vue might alrost think lie possessed something
similar to 3 human sonl-  Dut the little dog showed
at ather times and in other ways, the vast distance
that separated him frons the humblest human being.

More than onece Jack (that is his name) has
wade his way into the room where lis master wag
at prayer, kneeling, und with his eyes closed. At
such times Jack has beon distressed and frichtened
beyond all words at the sight.  tle always whined
and cried almost like o child, and thrust his nose
against the quiet figure, and tried to disturh # and
aronge it Evidently the aniwmal did net know
what to make of the position of prayer.  Tf he had
any idea at all, it was that the person praving was
dead.

There ave times In which prayer is scoffod af in
¢0 many ways, that it way do good to remind the
children that it constitules one point of difference
Letwean the brute creation and the human race.
It is the high privilege of men to pray—it is one of
the mavks of their divine hirth and of their eterpal
destiny. It is well enough that dogs und other
dumb heasts should not understund and should
objert to it ; bui who wants to get his idess of
things from a dog's opinion and example !

“Whasoever will come after Me, lot him deny
himgelf. and take up his Cross daily, and follow
Mo.* '



