THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNowW

THEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, 1, 12,

COBOURG, U.C., SATURDAY, JULY 15, 1837.

®riginal Poetry.

FOR THE CHURCH.

RELIGION.

What is Religion 2—'Tis the light of life,

An emanation from the power Divine ;

A never-dying star, which sheds its rays

Upon the sou! of man, and calleth forth

Those attributes he holds in common with

The Godhead. Its rise is perfect Love

And Gratitude to Him, the Giver of all good :

Its offspring, Hope and Charity. It soothes

The angry passions of our souls, and *midst

The storms of life and in the pangs of death,

It lifts our hearts to converse with our God-

How vain are all the joys that earth affords !

How soon they dwindle into airy shades,

And mock their poor, deluded worshippers !

What's wealth or honour? Can they purchase e'en
One hour of life? or can they still or calm

The trembling soul, when death appears in view,

Clad in his grisly terrors? . Ol ! in that hour of pain,
*Tis thine alone to cheer the Christian’s heart

And point to happier days, when, *'mongst the
Glorious throng of Seraphim and Cherubim,

A rich reward awaits him. . Spiris of God =
Almighty, shed thy holy influence on

Our earth-bound souls: breathe in our hearts the flame
Of pure religion, worldly care expelling :

Fix all our hopes on Thee, that when at last

We yield our chasten’d spirits to thy hands,

The prayer of faith which moves our dying lips

May reach thy throne of mercy. w. C.

et ——

MEMOIR OF THE LATE LORD BISHOP OF LICHFIELD AND
COVENTRY.

On Thursday the 3lst March, died at Hastings, the Hon.
and Right Rev. Henry Ryder, D. D. Lord Bishop of Lichfield
and Coventry. He was the son of Nathaniel, first Lord Har.
rowby, by Elizabeth, daughter of Richard- Terrick, Bishop of
London, and was born on lhe 3ist of July, 1777. He was edu.
cated at St. John’s College, Cambridge, where he took the de-
gree of MLA. in 1798, and of B.D. and D.D. in 1813. His Lord.
ship was promoted to the deanery of Wells in 1812; and conse-
erated Bishop of Gloucester in 1815, on the translation of the
Right Rev. Dr. G. J. Huntingford to the see of Hereford: - In
1824, on the death of the Earl Cornwallis, he was translated to
the see of Lichfield and.Coventry. In 1831 he exchanged the
dcanery of Wells for a stall at Westminster. He married in
1802, Sophia, daughter -of Thomas March--Phillips, Esg:. by
whom he has had thirteen children, all of whom ‘survive him,
except one son, Charles, who was drowned at sea in 1825.—
His eldest son, Henry Dudley, M.A. of Oriel College, is canon
residentiary of Lichfield ; his eldest daughter is married to Sir
George Grey, Bart.

This lamented prelate for a space of nearly twelve years oc.
cupied the Episcopal chair of the populous and important dio-
cese of Lichfield and Coventry. A member of a noble family,
his Lordship early gave most satisfactory proofs, that in taking
upon himself the important and responsible office of a Christian
Minister, he had far nobler objects in view than high ecclesiasti-
cal preferment, which he might naturslly expect from his power-
ful interest; and that his aim was to be the instrument, in God’s
hand, of leading many souls to the knowledge of the truth as
itis inJesus, Whether we view him in the retirement of a pa-
rochial minister of Claybrook or Lntterworth,—~as presiding
over the Cathedral Church of Wells,—or as Bishop of the sees
of Gloucester or Lichfield,—we behold in Dr. Ryder the same
uncensing devoledness to the cause of the Redeemer—the same
uncompromising boldness in advocating the saving truths of the
Gospel—the same ardent attachment to the doctrine and disci-
pline of the Chusch 'of England—and the’ same holy anxiety
for the spiritual and eternal welfare of his brethren. A zea.
lous supporter of all those institutions which have for their ob-
Jects the glory of God and the amelioration of man, and fre-
quently advocating their cause in public in the métropolis; sanc.
tioning and fostering them by his patronage in his own diocese,
and liberally contributing to their funds,—Bishop Ryder was
little influenced by the opposition, too often virulent, ‘which he
not unfrequently met. He. bad the straight-forward path of du- |
ty to pursue; and even open, unchristian, unwarrantable attacks
caused him not to swerve. His regular appearance at the great
anniversary meetings of the religious societies in London was
always a matter of rejoicing to the crowds whom he addressed.
His éloque‘xce and zeal were calculated to make a powerful im-
pression ; and many a heart felt sad at the Meetings of the pre-
sent year, when the well-known voice no longer fell upon - the
ear, exciting to activity, and energy and- devotedness to God.
The sadness, however, was but momentary; for the well-
grounded conviction was fully experienced, that, though the bo-
dily tongue was now mate in the chambers of desolation, - the

disembodied spirit had joined the great multitude wluch no man |’

can number,

Bishop Ryder was peculiarly dnstmgmsbed for his. ptbamty to
persons of all ranks. I-Ie always, even ‘with the lowest,
seemed to feel an equality on the one distinguishing feature of
the race of fallen Adam—sinners in the sight of & holy God.—
Candidates for orders found in him a kind instructor, an affec-
tionate father, an able guide, a veady counsellor. His Clergy,
even while they disapproved of his line of conduct, or regarded
his movements with suspicion, and dissented from his religious
views, still admired his consistency. He wasa constant preacher
before and afier his promonon to the episcopal bench; and nota
few in Gloucester and in Wells can trace their first serious im-

'change as important.

ptesslons, their first earnest enquiry g{lgr salvahon, to the
truths which they heard from his lips. D Ryder, as Robert
Hall well said, was not injured by preferment.  He was the
same man as a bishop that he was as the laborious parish mi.
nister. ‘To such a bishop might be applied the apoculyptic title
—an angel of the Church, We may say of him what St
John says of Demetrius, *that hs has o good report of all
men and of the truth itself.”

His Lordship’s religious views may be guthered from the
six charges that he delivered, and which ‘have been published;
three in the diocese of Gloucester, and thyge in that of Lichfield
and Coventry, They were the scriptural views, we conceive,
eatertained by the reformers of our Church, viz. the utter corrup-
tion of man through the lfansgression of the divine command-
ments—justification by faith alone, wittaut tho decds of the
law——the necessity of spiritval regeneration by the power of
the Holy Ghost. These leading docmne»i of the Gospel were
invariably urged by the Bishop in his addresses from the pulpit,
as well as from the Episcopal chair, as comprehending. the
sum and substance of Gospel truth ; and the inculcation of these
he earnestly presscd upon his Glergy. . ‘He preached as he felt.
tZe addressed dying sinners as hmme!t' a dying sinner. In
Christ was all his hope ; he was anxionstd at others should find |
in him everlasting peace and security. B}"*mﬁ WPW'"'W-‘ on
tis own heart the transforming eflicacy of the Grace of God;
he feared lest any should mistake amnabthty of character for
real conversion.

Prelates there may have been more ceeply versed in theology
as a science, or who may have shone moce brightly in the walks
of literary acquirements; but it would be difficult to name one
whose heart appeared to be more entirely under the sancti-
(ying influence of divine grace; or whe was_ more anxious (o
set forth, in all their pusity, the great fondamenlal doctnnea of
the Gospel.

The Episcopal bench does not lack man ot‘ a knndrcd spirit,
and of a devotedness of piety nat mfer(ar lo Bishop * Rydcr—
We thank God that it isso. We can pomt to more than one

'Dlocese, where the same spirit on the: part of the Diocesan, that

wrought such changes in Gloueester nn«"“anhﬁeld is working a

We eould tell of miore than one diocese,
once nearly a spiritual desert, where: the streams of salvation
are flowing for the refreshment of the weary, and the cleansing
of the polluted. We not only thank God, but we take courage.

Bishop Ryder, besides his charges, pnd sermons preached on
public.occasions, at the Anniversary,. a,g.,xetmgs of the charity
children at St, Paul’s, beforo “the. Church ‘stsnonany, ‘?('uycr
Boek and Homily, and other Societies,” at their anniversaries in
the metropolis, published saveral single sermons; three on the
occasion of his departure from Gloucaster. -

'The removal of such a bishop at such a period in the history
of our Church is no common loss. = May they, who in the pro-
vidence of God shall hereafter be called to the high and holy
office of the Episcopate, be men qualified by the Grace of God
rightly to discharge their sacred duties, influenced simply by the
desire of farthering the glory of God and the everlasting salva-
tion of men! May they be such men as Bishop Ryder, follow-
ing him as he followed Christ, the chief Shepherd and Bishop
of our souls; then may wetrust and believe that spiritual . reli-
gion will be advanced in the Established Church; that the
Church itself will become more deeply rooted in the hearts and
affections of the people; and that there will be an increaso in
that * nghteousness which exalteth a nation,”’

HORE*BIBMOE.
No. 1.
THE SUBLIME OF PROPHECY,

The intention of the sublime is to astonish, and perhapsthere
is no langunge so calculated to produce astonishmentin the
mind, as that of propkecy. This is true, whether we contem-
plate the prophecy accomplished, or as..yet unfulfilled. In the
latter case, we are astonished at the boldness with which the
secrets of futurity are canvassed—in the former, we are scarcely
less astonished at the vast display of omniscient wisdom which
is unfolded to our view. In this loftiest region of the subhme,
the Scripture soars not only without an equal, but without & i
val, without an associate,

T do not assert that no prophetic mﬂmatxons are gnven in hea-
then classics. The writers of antiquity were aware of the cf-
fect of the marvellous on the human mind: and many are the
pretended visions with which their poetry abounds. But that
‘which renders all these prophecies of a perfectly different char-
acter from those of Scripture is that they are false, or else writ-
ten after the facts which they profess to progncsticate. And
this being known to the readers, their power of producing aston-
ishment is gone,

Cursory, therefore, as my view of the whole subject is, I could
not, without omitting & most impontant class of sublime passages
in the word of God, leava the prophecies it contains altogctbcr
untouched.

The Prophets generally adopt™ their most elevated language
when describing the advent of the Messiah. Towards this
great. personage every eye was turped; he was figuratively tie
desire of all nations: but literally tbe desire of the Jewish na-
tion. ‘To them was he promised, from them was he to spring,
among them was he to live—and whether they viewed him as
a spiritual Saviour, or as a triumphant earthly conqueror, they
could not help feeling that he was the great object of their hope,

and the theme of their glorying. Let us keep in mind this eager-

ness of expeetation awong !l ravks of tha Jewish people, and
then we shall not fail to admire the following strikingly dasceip-
tive passage. * Huw beauliful upon the mountains are the fiet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace: that
bringeth goad tidings of goed, thal publisheth salvation: thad
sailt unto Zion, thy God veigneth ' Isaiah L1l 7. This pas-
sage i3 by St Paul applied to ministers in geucra), but in the
prophet it belongs exclusively to the Messiah. Conceive n
Watchman starding on the walls of Jerusalem, appoiated for
the express purpose of catehing the frst glimpse of the approach-
ing conqueror, After many a tedious hour of apparently fruit-
less vigilance—afler having returued many a decpouding an-
swer 10 the anxious enquirics of his fellow-citizens—at length
he beholds at an immeasurable distanes on the lofty mountains -
the majestic form of the expected Deliverer: and immediately
pours out his feelings of indescribable ecstasy in the pussage
just quoted. He begins with admiring the feet, beenuse these
were the rupid mcans of conveyance which bronght the long ex-
pected blessing ; and when he saw them quickiy bounding over
distant hills as if enger to bring what he wos so anxious to re-
ceive, we cannot wonder that his first” exclumation should e,
“ How beautiful are the FEE T of kim, §-c.”

Furthcr, to produce ustoniskment and raptuce in the mind of
-others; it is of gl‘em 1mpnnnnce thal the. seme tecllx\ sheald al-
ready exist in “that of - the - tpnun r. , ’I‘!n \vns Y u*' nf’y the
case with the prophetic Watchman,  When the wind i svers
whelmed by the magnitude of the olv_]ect which it comcmp!ulcs,
it is not solicitous about the choice of words; ol is plain, and
simple, and easy. But ns there is nothing artificial to obscure
the sense, so thers -is nothing artificiul to make it more clear.
Astonishment, while it prevents the search for clegances of
style, also prevents all very clenr and perspicuous arrungement
of the thoughts. Sowe leading idea becomes. powerfully im-
pressed on tho mind, almost to the exclusion of every tlung £X-
cept itsclf, ‘In this state, if the person affected wishes to' com-
wunicate his feelings, he does it by a vehement utteranco of the
conception he has formed, and by a ﬁcquont repomlon of the
sume idea in nearly the snme words.”

When Cicero by his tremendous eloguence had driven Cati-
line from Rome, he thus expresses his unbounded joy in the
commencement of his ensving oration in the senate; * Fo is de-
parted ; he is gone; he has fled; he has bfoken forth.”»  Anpy
one of these words was-sufficient to express the fact; -but' they
were.not all too much to give full - utterance to tho speaker's
feelings. * Just so it is with the Prophet.

The Roman’ oratot
-wag-deseribing hig delight at-the. depauure of an encmy ; the -

s

evangelical plophet describes his joy ‘at ihé upproach ofaTeiend. -

He fecls so much that he seems afraid he shall be unable to-give -

his enquiring countrymen any adequate conception of his feelings.

“ How BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET oF HiM That' BRINGETH
GOOD TIDINGS, rmr PUBLISHETH PEACE: Tt
BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD, ruir PUB-
LISHETH SALVATION!” He¢ isconscious that human
language can be exhausted sooner than his theme; and- ‘having
dwelt upon the good tidings of peace and salvation; with an
energy suited to the subject, he closes with anticipating the sum
of that which the Messiah was to publnah——“ that saitk unlo
Zion, thy God reigneth.”

Another representation of the'same grand event is given us

x1.3,5.) Thke voice of kim that crieth in the wzl(lemesa, pree
pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in (he desert: a Tighe-
wey Jor our God. Every -vallcy skall be exalled, and ‘¢very

) mountain and kill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be

made straight and the rough places plain: and the glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, and  oll flesh shall sce i togetlwr ?
for the mouth of the LORD Izatln spoken it. V'

the approach of the Redeemer. It matiered not, that no bu'nan'
ear was present to attend to his communication.. He had a
message to the inanimate. as well as the rational part of the cre-
ation. All Nature must hear, for the God of Nuturc was ndvan-
cing. _All Nature also must exert herself to prepare for His .ap-

amazing change. And as Eastern Monarchs, when they travel-
led, were wont to be preceded by pioneers and levellers, to: re-.
move obstructions and to repair the roads over which they had.
to pass: so the messenger of the King of ngz bids mountams
sink and valleys rise, and every obstacle remove, to prepare tho
way for Him whose presence shonld be such a revelauon of the,
divine glory that all flesh should_be able 1o see it. But whp(ev-

er view we might obtain of tbe dignity of that Pnnce whm .

thousands of servants were employed in preparing his way, wo_'
must ohtain a much more siriking vicw of His exalted dlgmty,
who has only to speak and it isdone; and who by the voice of
a single servant is represented as performing & work which
whole nations should attempt in vain. L K

v Abiit, eicmit, evasit, erupit.” - N

/A great man being asked, how he could trapsact such a vari-
ety of business, without confusion, rephed-“ That he never
did but one thing at a time.”. :

He labours to impress it by a hurried kind of fervont repetition

by Isaiah, in the most sublime of figurative Janguage, - (chaps

It.is by a very bold and’ happy _figuro, that a hernld i hem . :
represented as coming alone through the wilderness proclalmmg__‘

proach. The face of the carth is Jisplayed. as undergoing an.

A little girl seeing two nestling blrdn peckmg at cach o!ber, '

inquired of her elder.sister what they were doing. “'They are
quarrelling,” was the answer, “ No,” replied the. cbllﬂ “ that

cannot be; they are sisters.”’



