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avin.—Raized by the immadiate inter-
ventoa ol the Aliniguy from the lowliness of
pastoral life to the grandeur and dignity of a
tarone, the hnmble son ol Jesse soon expe-
vienced, as King of Jwdah, ail the cares and
anxicties which commonly mingle wormwood
amd gall, with the wing ol regal enjovment.
The i):uh by which he arived to emincnee
was thorny and dangerous s for, while his
military :whiv\'/t‘ln-.‘:ns obtained for him the
adwirtion of his countremen, the monarehy
“for whose weal he displavedd his prowess and
hazavded his life. frequently conspived o des-
troy And although that Providence
which ealled him from tending sheep in the

him.

platnsof Bethlehem o oceupy a distinanished
station awong the warviors o Isracly ultimate-
Iv exatted him to the throne of his inflexible
cnemy,—still, though the legal successor of
Sanl, though wearing his dinden, and wield-
ing his seeptrey it appears that in the ste
propertion as royalty bestewed its honours,
so did it inflict its cares.

Sarronmled by alicn foes, and disturbed in
his borders, he was obliged to live in the
tented field, and endure many an arloous
campaign.  ITis children, violating the pa-
vental law ol nature, rose up against Lis per-
son and government ; and, in order to uphold
his crown and dignity, he had to suppress the
sympathies of a parent, and contend in deadly
strife with the offspring of his own hosom.

In shart, the life of the Royal Bard was
deeply chergnered by all the varieties of sun-
shine and shade, storm awd ealm, that usnally
distinguish an eventful earcer, His course
resembled the progress of tha sun while trac-
ing its brilliant path along the firmame
In the
streaks the East, but, growing in beauty amd

nt.—

N

morming itz dawning glory  faintly
in strength, every vapour and shadow retreat
belore it, as a vanguished enamy fleeth hefore
a canqueror, and then it bursts wpon the
world, clothed in all the splendour and mia-
jesty of noon.  Saddenly, however, the
clouds, gathering blackness, Gy to veil its
beauty and radianee 5 the fierce tempest rushi-
g upon i, cndenvours to disturh its tran-
pnlity 5 the thunder bolt ties to plough up its
even path 3 and the skies pour down torrents
ol rain, in vrder to quench its fires.  But the
assauhted luminary goes onwanl, walking up
to his tabernacle with grace and mnjesty j—
aod then the even-tide comes, and o holy
quietude reigns alf round 5 and, as it sets, jts
orb expands, its rays brighica, and before i

disappears, he stamps the shining impress of

his mellowed light spon all around i,

So it was with David ; his life and cha-
racter shane respiendently among the nutions.
And, although vicissitudes marked the one,
and crime degraded the other, vet the clos:
of his life was crowned by a most felicitous
consummation.  Tranquillity pervaded his
kingdom ; Victory established her residence in
his camp ; the peace of Ged smoothed his
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{spirit entered within the everlasting gates,

dying Led ; his exulting soul ‘bre'at‘\h(;d its Jast
elforts in prayer and l)l‘ilis\;'i'lnd his bhappy

playing on his harp el solemn sound, and

Blessed be the Lord God, the God
of Isracl, who only doecth wondrous things ;
and blessed be his glovious name for ever, and
and let the whole earth be filled with his
glory.  Amen and Amen.”?

e «
singing,
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FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

(L'rom the Montreal Guzelte.)
Ox Monday evening, at seven o’clock, a
meeting, pursuant o public notice, was held
in the American Presbyterian Church, Si.
James Sueet, for the purpose of listening to
the statements of the Rev, Dr. Burns, a de-
putation {rom the Free Protesting Church of
Scotland, At the hour appointed, this spa-
cious and handzome edifice was completely
filled with a highly respectable audience,
numbering, probably, not less than filieen
hundred, of whom a large proportion were
ladies.  Dr. Burns made his appearance ona
temporary platerm, swrounded by many
clergvimen and active wembers of different
evangelical congregations in this city, among
whom were the foilowing : —=Rev. Messrs,
Easson. Taylor; Wilkes, Lang, Strong, Cooncy,
Girdwood, and Dr. Carruthers,  The laymen
on the platform were Messrs. Jawes Ferrier,
J. Smith. J. De Witt. M.D.P., Dougall, Bruce,
Ward, J. Savage, Court, Veunor, and J. R,
Orr, ‘

Ds. Benys said he had at fi-st had reason to
think that since the commencement of the pre-
sent cont st it lad been viewed in Montreal
ratirer as a (hing not o be wishoed for, that any
representative of the Free Church shonld entor

the city for the purpose of giving information as
to its views, or of seeking sympathy with it
But when he looked on the respectable andirnce |
Liefore him, a different fecling vose in his miml,i
and he avas persnaded that suchtan assemblase in-

dicated a desire to be instrneted on the merits of
yUre question, and all thut he had feit and Leard
cstnee he enteted the Provinee bad confinmed him
;in the conviction which he then hegan to enler-
tiin, and convinced hin that so far (rom bein:
Ladverse o the veception of a representative of
the Free Church, they were realy to hail one
with friendship and sincere cordiality ; and that
though 1otally removed from the suife now ayi-
tating Scotland, they did not consider the great
aritation which prevailed there. and the disrup-
tian which had followzd, as foreizn to their own
interest, or at vaniance with theirfeelings. They
covsidered no event of the kind, attended as i
was with such noble instances of self denial, as
foreivn to them, hut rather constdered what took
pice in u land endeared to them by so many as-
sociations as worthy of their peculiar notice, and
viewed itas an impottant evidence of the Chris-
tian Lope, and enconrazing to all who entertained
that rruth andd hope to be ready 10 make every
sacriiiee to presevve either. He could not he

lieve that such a feeling as ind lerence prevailed
among them, but he felt that he was addressing
an andience deeply intrested and ‘thirsting for
informstion relative to the position and prospects
of the Free Church of Scotlond.  He would, in
that hebalf, in the first place, proceed to wive
them same information as to the statisties of the
secession, indicating 1ts extentand quality, and
howinyg thal it must be viewed not as merely
conieeted with feelings likely to pass away,
but with ereat and endearing principles, and an
cnidless chuin of suceeding events,  The seces-
sion was toan extent that had ravely heen wit-
nexsed in (hese latter ayesof expendency and of
<eliish policy.  Four hundted and seventy or-
dpined ministers, the largest portion of them in
possession of immunities and endowments ftom
the state, and the others from the people, felt it
their duty, under the'impressions of conscience,
to renonnee all their acinal possessions and all
their wordly progpect 5 to cut asunder cherished
associations and ties dear to their hearts. And

these thirty missionaries, all orduined ministers,

possessing the confidence of the church, some of
high attainments, and all of trusty and tried fige.
litypfelt it their duty to join. They, far fryy
the scene ef strife, with no intercoutse one with
the other, and with many circnmstances jn g,
situation of each which rendered it not uiikely
that they would desire to retain their former
pus.-lion in connexion with the Establicy.g
Chiurch of their countiy, inotives which might
prevail with men of less excellence of principle
and boldness of resolution. But.these ¢xceltem
men, divided from each other, dispersed ove
different Jatitudes of the earthy on the grounds
stated by themselves, distinctly and pointedly
gave in taeir adhesion—though involving a loss
of not less than from foity to filty thousaud
pounds a year —distinctly gave in their adhension
to the Free Church of Scotland. In connectign
with the Ministers, from two to three hundred
young men prompily gave in their adhesion, and
also three hundred students of Theology, under
ihe special charge of Chaliers, Black and others,
eminent in  their respective departments, al-
hered to the course marked out for them by their
seniors, rallied round the standard of the Free
Church, aud were now in a course of hearing for
its Ministry.  In councction with these, the
Elders of the Church, the most valuable class of
men, who, without fee or reward, conferred on
it most valuable benelits by their labours for its
discipline—between two and three thousand of
these valuable inen, distinguished by ardent piety
and indelatigable zeal, rallied round the standard
of the Free Cnarch and assisted in displaying the
banner of the truth.  And though last, not least,
the great vody ol the people, eight hundred
thousand 1 number —=tiiey had been rated much
Ligher, but he wished to overstate nothing—the
great budy of the people went along with their
LElders,  Embracing the same great principles,
studying the same great principles caretully,
they went wlong with those Pastors whose in-
stractioas they had studied and benefitted by.
IFrom these Lucts they might form some coneep-
tion of the magnitude of tie sucession and of tue
matenals of which it was compused.  There was
another elass al 0, not directly associated with tac
Clergy, but well worthy of being so, the Genera
Assemply Teachers.of wham ane hundred had jos-
ed the FreeChurehyand were sorthwith dismissed,
the Assembly in their case exhibiting a proayptoess
of resolution and a determination which wonld
have done honour to a nobler caunse. [t was m
the cighteenth of May that the session ook place.
Not having himsel! joined it until some few daye
alter the event, e could speak with some [ree-
¢om of the wmagnitude and Chyistian sublimity ¢
the spectazle.  The eyes of many Christian ob-
servers were on ity and the mevement was hailed
by not a few wterested in it hy sympathy with
s prineiples, adimization of the conducet of its
authors, and decp-toned expeetation of the re-
sults which must follow from it; and who fet
no doubt thay God, in his inscratisle designs, hal
put that in the orler of means by which great
good was 1o he accomplished, and greal changes
effected in thé external state of the Church.—
He did not desire, in aetailing the sacrilice
made, that they should view the movement
merely as it related to pounds, shillings ant
pence; he did not desire to harrow up theic
minds by details of suffering, or to demand their
charitable contributions solely on the gronnd of
neeessity and privations,  But he came to them
to ask their approbation of the course puisued,
and 10 appeal 1o themn on great principles dear to
all. and to shew that their commen t‘hristianity
was greatly invelved in this movement, There
was onc fcature by which this secession was
distinguished from that of former duys—he did
not speak of such a secession as that w hich took
place from internal abuses of the Church above
a century 2go, but of such a one as that of 162,
when four hundied of the ablest Ministers of be
country were compelled o retae, in consequence
ol ecclesiasteal tyranny; for, as it is always the
cuse. ecclesinstical then went hand in hand with
civil oppression. Thisl secession took- place
consequence of the attemyt fo intreduce Episce-
pacy inte Scotland. A day was fixed when two
patticudas, one of theia  the prool of Episcopal
ordination, must be camplied with, otherwise a
forfeiture of temyoalitics would follaw. Then.
28 now, 1 was ol expevted that so large d num-
her of Ministers as four hundred would retire.—
But they did so, and their suflerings form the
most interesting chapter in the bistary of these




