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LUCKY OMENS.
(From Chamb rs's Journal, 1875.)

What an exhibition of buman weakness is made in the
petty superstitions regarding so-called omens, and lucky
and unlucky days I Let us rua over a few of these
follies, not yet exploded in certain sections of the
population.

Odd numbers-barring the over fatal thirteen-are
thought to be lucky. The shrill piping of the household
cricket is prophetic of happiness to the hearth it haunts,
as surely as the settling of a stork upon a Dutchman's
roof-tree bodes pleasant times to the dwellers beneath it.
That forlornest of animals, the masterless dog, that follows
close upon the heels of a night-walker, and ,will not be
balked of companionship, is a certain luck-bringer.
Black cats should be at a premium, considering a stray
puss of that hue who takes a fancy- to establishing
himself in a house, introduces good fortune with him.-
while a cat of any color, whether an uninvited visitor or
an acknowledged member of the family, ought never to b
restrained from sharpening bis talons at the expense of the
table's legs, since, when he thus scratches, he scratches for
luck. Fat kindl the head of th frt lamb of mpring, if
you have the chance ; it will bring prosperity to you and
yours; but avoid the innocent crature if it prosents its
tail te view. Hail the first hearing of the cuckoo s voice
with thankfulness, if he salutes yon upon your right band
-then bis greeting is an assurance you will make your
way in the world, and attain the highest object of your
ambition; and bogrudge not a sip of good liquor to the
busy, curions, thirsty fly, dropping into your glass, but
welcome the intruder as heartily, if net as poctically, as
Oldys did ; he brings good luck to the glass, and the
drinker too.

To come suddonly upon a couple of magpies, .to pick,
up a pin lying with its head towards you, to find-of
course without seeking-a four-leaved clover, or a bit of
old iron, i8 matter for rejoicing: if the iron take theshape
of a rusty nail or an old horse-shoe, the omen is so much
the more fortunate. Absent-minded and caroless dressers
are likely to be often in luck's way. To put on any
garment wrong side out, proyided we are not neat enough
to spoil the charm, is an infallible prognostic that
something is about to happen which -will profit the sloven
greatly. Mr. Village tells us, in the Connoisseur, how his
pretty country cousin came down to breakfast one
morning with her cap on wrong side out, whereupon her
mother solemnly charged the heedless lassie not to alter
her headgear all the day, for fear she should change the
luck. When the Conquerer was arraying himself on the
morning of Hastings, some one hinted he would get the
worst of the comng bout, because, la bis haste, he had
donned bis mail-shirt hind part before ; but the ready-witted
and confident Norman declared it to beoa token that ho was
about to b transformed from a duke into- a king; an
interpretation, at anyrate, not to be disputed a few houre
later.

Trouble will never come near folks whose eyebrows
meet. Ladies with overmuch down, gentlemen with
overmuch hair upon their arme and bands, carry about
them nature's own guarantee that they are bora to be rich
some day, as rich as those happy individuals whose front
teeth are set wide apart. Steel belongings, sncb as keys
and knives, get rusty by instinct, spite of ail pains to keep
them clean and bright, when some kinid-hearted soul is
laying up riches for their owner's benefit. To find a spider
upon one's clothes indicates nome money is coming to us
The moral of which, Fuller says, is this: t Such who
imitate the industry of that contemptible creature may, by
God's blessing, weave themselves into wealth, and procure
à plentiful estate.' The appearance of a white speck upon
a finger-nail warns the owner of the finger a gift is on its
way; and t'e sarne pleasant notification is made by the
Itching of the palm of the right band; but in that case it
is best to make assurance doubly sure, and rub the said
palm against wood; thon 'it is suce to be good,'

It is not pleasant to stumble up-stairs, but there is
nome consolation for sore shins in knowing thata wedding
will come off in the bouse ere twelve months have passed
by, even if the stumbler has no hope of being a party
concerned in the event. Should a spinster or a bachelor
be inadvertently placed between a married pair at the
dinner-table, he or she will taste the sweets of connubial
bliss before the year is out. A maiden who has constant
111 luck at the card-table will play the game of life with
greater success partnered with a good husband. Happy
will be the bride the sun shines on; and if a hen cackles
in her new home as she crosses its threshold, she will be a
happy mother as well as a contented wife. The odd notion
prevails in some parts of France, that when two marriages
take place at the same time, the bride who first leaves the
church will have a boy for her first child. Not long ago
two weddings were celebrated simultaneously at Archies
As soon as the ceremony was over, the two couples and
their friends made all baste to reach the church door, and
to use a sporting phrase, made a dead-heat of it. Neither
party were inclined to yield precedence, defiant looks were
exohanged, and things wore a threatening aspect, when the
mayor, stepping to the front, solved thefdifficulty by giving
an artm to each of the brides, and taking them out
together, to the immense relief of their respective
friends.

Chance's freakish daughter isgiven to coming and going
as.the fit takes ber, but there are ways and means of
compelling luck to do us suit and service. That man need
feel no doubt about triumphing over his focs who takes
care to make an end of the first adder that crosses bis path
If It is sometimes best te take a bull by the horne, It i
always advisable to meise a black unail b' his, and toss him

1over the left shoulder, for while the first may help us out
of a quandary, the last named performance msures us
success lu all our undertakings. In default of a black
snail, a money-spinner will answer the purpose equally
well. If too tender-hearted to treat seails and spiders se
unceremoniously, the seeker after good fortune will be
just as well off if ha bangs an adder-skin over the
mantel-piece, takes care to keep bis fire burnmg through
the last night of the year, or dons something now upon
Whitsunday. Farley, ofpantomimic fame, pinned his faith
to a cap of which ho was the fortunate possessor. At the
first rebearsal of Mother Goose, when all vas ready,.
Grimaldi happeued te observe te Farley that he had net
the red cap on his bead, which he usually sported on such
occasions. 1I will not go on without it,' said Farley, 'or
we shall have no luck with the pantomine ' nor would
ha proceed to business until the cap of good fortune had
been fetched. Accordiug te the fishermen of Bucki, full
nets may ho insured by dressing a corpse in a flanuel shirt
stuck over with bure, and wheeling bim through the town
in a barrow. A correspondent of Notes and Queuies writes :
1 Wife-beating to the effusion of blood may h a novel
method of securing tluck the herring-fishery, but to draw
blood is practiced in some of the fishig villages on the
north-east-coast of Scotland, under the belief that success
follos the act. The act must b performed on New-year's
day,and the good fortune is his oui> who lsthe first te
shed blood. If bhe moning of bbce New Year is suchu as
te allow the boats cf the village te put te sea, there is quite
a struggle as to which boat will reach the fishing-ground
first, se as to gain the coveted prize the first shed blood of
the yeur. If the weather le onfavorable for fishing, those
in possession of guns-and a great many of the fishermen's
bouses possess one-are out, gun in hand, along the shore
before daybreak, in search of some bird or wild animal, no
malter bow small, that thy may drawAbloodeand thus
malte sure of one yeam's gond fortune.' Anoîher Scottish
plan for securing good luck for the space of twelve months
at least, is te draw a bucketful of water from the village
well ut midnight on Now Year's Eve, and after throwing a
handful of gra ,n it, ta carry it carefully home. If the
drawer be a cow-keeper, he uses part of the water t ewash
bis dairy utensils, and gives the remainder to bis cows,
in the rather dishonest hope, that ho will thereby obtain
the cream of the cows of sncb of bis neighbors as use the
well, and have net been sowise as himself.

To barter avay old shoes for the benefit of the
translator,' is a sad waste; there is nothing like well-worn

leather to propitiate fate., The time-hlonored custom of
throwing an old sbde aflter a departing friend, in order
that bis joruey may have a prosperous issue, iases ancient
and so common, that ve only mention it bore, t remind
intending throwers that the shoe should belong to the left
foot-there is no virtue in its fellow; and the harder the
recipient is bit, the happier will ho the result, Old shoes
are within everybody's reach, but a friend is not always at
hand te perform the ceremony. Hovever, that scarcely
matters mnch, since we have lately learned success isto be
retrieved, whether it bc deserved or not, by simpl
pocketing a bit of coal. There is no reason why black
diainonds should not ho as efficacious as any other
luck-bringers; still, belief must halt somewhere, and ours
halts at coal, although redy te concedo that incredulity

t would be lessened if the coal-carriers limited their faith te

t genuine Wallsend.

coMMERCIAL STATISTICS.
Little does the world think what tremendous capital is

required to carry on its travel, trade and commerce. The
raiiroad net, woven all over the globe, consists of 200,000
mlles; Asia, Australia and Africa can claim only the four-
teenth part, the other thirteen-fourteenths being nearly'
equally divided between Europe and America. The rol
ling stock in use over this railroadnet consists of 66,000
locomotives, 120,000 passenger and palace cars and 1,500'
000 freight cars. The capital învested la aIl the railvays
ts estimated at $20,000,000,000. The commerce on the sea's
is 'carried on by 12,000 steamers and over 100,C00 saliun
vessels.. The tonnage of these vessels amounts to over 20,-
000,000 tons. Telegraphic.commuication is maintaied by
500,000 miles of wires, of which about five-eighths fall to
Europe, two-eighths to America, and fully one-eighth te the
submarine telegraph system. There are 40,000 stations,
from wnich 110,000,000 despatches are sent annually, oran
average of over 300,000 daily. According to populatioun,
Switzerland does the most telegraphing, there beimg one

t despatch sent annually to every luhabitant. This is un-
doubtedly due to the great annual influx of travelers and
pleasure seekers. Next come the Netherlands and thon
Great Britain, Russia comes last on the list, as she senda
only forty-five despatchs per annum for every 1,000 inhab

itants. The transmission, of letters by mail amounts in
round numbers te about 4,000,000,000. According te the
population of the several countries, bhe Americans write by
far the most.letters ; next come th English ; thon Switzer.

' land, Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark, Austria,France,
Swede, Norway, Span, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Greece,
Russia, Servia Rounania and Turkey.-Thompson's Reporter,

r
FEMALE SwiMMERs.-The following appears In the

t London Times :-* Sir,-Reading in The Times of Mr. P.
E. Evans's attempt to swim five miles, for the honour of

t my se, I beg to inform. you that two young ladies (sisters)
t swam about three miles-from Shanklin te Sandowu-inu

one hour, three weeks back. The tide was in their tavour,
but a streng wind was against them, or they could bave

f done it with ease in leses ime. They wore not the least
1 fatigued, and took a four miles walk after. I consider
8 swimmlig ,as necessary for girls as boys in these days.o
; canoeing and boating, and wish I could say anything te

induse parent. to have them taunght early this most useful
and healthy aceomphilIhMslt

TR l ENLISIIAVERAGE CLAUSE.
1. It ishereby declared and agreed, that whenever asum insured is declared to b subject to the conditions ofAverage lu the property so covered shall at the breaking

out ofnu' iebu collectivc]),of greater value than thesun iusured theron, dieu this Society shall pay or makegond sn in proportion ol tof the los or damage as -thesope r iasured shaiear t1o ethe -ol value of the said
2roperty at the time when such Fire shal! first happen.2. Bot it 1ilut the saine time deelared and agreed, that ifProport>' îueluded in sncb Average, shall at the breaking
out of any Fire be insured by ga other Policy bhicb
whether subject to Average or nt, shah Ppply twpart
only of the Buildings or Places, or oi the Properly to pwrc
such &verage extends, then this policy sha lot cver the
sane excepting only as regards ano iexcess of value beyod
the amount of such more specific insurance hich sid
excess is declared to b under the protection of this
Policy, and subject to average as aforesaid 3. An oi tis
f urther dcclared and agreed, that if the assurcd sha ndaim.
tunder this Policy for Loss or Daniage t Property
embraced in the ternis of any Average Polie> extending as
vell as to other Buildings or Places, or b other Proper
not ineluded in the ternis of this hisurauce sd if aI thy
breaking out of any Fire thee shall not' ho an>' atproper
in such other Buildings or Places, or any sncb other
Property actually ut risk; to b protected b> such 'Policy,thon so far as regards th settlement of any Claim underthis Pole>y, the ternis and liability' thereof shall b held tobe concurrent in ali respects, with those of such other
Policy.

THE MANCHISTER SHIP-CANÀL.
Liverpool seem to Imagine that the construction of a

ship.canal to Manchester will leave the docks at Liverpool
and Birkenhead empty, and, therefore, there is said to bsome hostility to the scheme upon the part of persons in
Liverpool. This hostility, if it exists, is founded upon a'
misapprehension. It willnecessarily he an entirely differ-ont class of tiade which will be done at the new docks at
Manchester from that which is donc at Liverpool at present.
Liverpool imports large quautities of goods and merchan-
dise which are.intended for inland consumption, sud ex-
ports many things which seek the seaboard at the Mersey
port from inland towns. So long as the ships are loaded
or unloaded in the Liverpool docks it cannot matter to
Liverpool whether the goods arc carried thence in a trainof trucks or a train of barges. That a large amount of
goods destined for Manchester and places beyond will Stili
make Liverpool their port we cannot doubt, but that goods
will not ia future have to be conveyed for shipment to
London or Glasgow Manchester may b justified in believ-
ing.-London Tines.

SAVINGS BANKS IN ITALY.
In the course of their report upon the reorganization of

savings banks in Italy, the commission appointed for that
purpose state that in 1825 Italy contained only 13 savinga
y>anks, with a capital of little more than £100,000, while
la twenty-five years the number of banks had risen to 86with a capital of £1,600,000. At the expiration of another
quarter of a century in 1875, there were 327 savings banks,

o with a capital of £21,080,000, while in 1881 the total
number of banks bas risen to 355 with a capital of
£1.8,560,000. Of postal savings banks, which numbared
only 1,989 l ithe year 1876, there were 3,406 last yearwith 471,000 depositors of sums amounting altogether to

s £2,600,000, the increase within the last five years beiig
every remarkable, as the capital deposited in 1877 was not

much above £250,000. Adding together the Sums de.
posited in ordinary savings banks, postal savings banks
and one or two other institutions of a similar kind. the

- commission find that the total savings of be Italian J.co 13
are close upon £40,000,000, cf which £15,000,000 beloigs

- te the province of Lombardy, £4,640,000 to Emilla
s £3,680,000 to Tos:any, £3,560,000 to Piedmont, £2,680,
s 000 te Naples, £2,320,000 to Venetia, £,200,000 to

Latium, £1,760,000 to the Marches and Umbria, £1,440,000
- to Liguria, £1,200,000 to Sicily, and £400,000 te

Sardinia.

Iausssrry op LoNDoN.-London bas a largar population
than many a European State with a sovereign and saParli.
ment. There could b no better method of arriving abs
truc appreciation of the vast size of thei metropolis tgan a

e comparison such as this. At the census of 1881 the are&
- of metropolitan taxation and police contained '4,764,312
d persons. Thus there are in London more than double the

number of people in Deumark, including Greenland
nearly three tieis as many as in Graecu mor otdi

- eighteen times the population of Montenegro; some thon.
sands more than Portugal, including the Azores and
Madeira; nearly treble the population of Servia; more
than double that of Bulgaria-e three-quarters of a million
more than in Holland ; more than Sweden, or Norwa,
or Switzerland. And yet this splendid capital, theont
populous and wealthy city the world has ever sen,ost
practically without a Govement I-Land. [in other
words the population of London is cousiderably greater
than that of the entire population of Canada from the

. Atlantic to the Pacific QI
If

. WWSPEAn FAME.-The New York Sun is again re.
minded ofthe vide circle of British possessions around the
globe. " We hear,Il it says, " of rejoicing ovar the British
victory in Egypt frome Quebec to Winnipeg and Vancouver#

t from Halifax to Jamaica and Belize, from Hong.Kong to
r Calcutta, Bombay, and Aden, from Cyprus to Malta, Gi.
f braltar, and northward to the Shetland Islands, aind from
0 Melbourne to Cape Town. Verily the fate ofa victor.

ions Britishsoldier fills the wide worldi both the dry andand the sas thoreef.I


