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Voyages of . Amerigo Vefpucci.

The queftions éxamined whether he or Columbus landed Jerft on the Continent
of America, and whether hé was Commander ov only a paffenger in the
Fleet—the means by which he was enabled to. give his name to the New

. World. = Beng a fequel of the lifc and voyages of Columbus in our lafty
Srom Tirabofch’s Huflory of Italian Literature. ; ‘

: & BOUT the ycar 1490, Amerigo was fent by Naftagio, his father, to
' exercife commierce in Spain.  The Canon Bandini therefore thinks,
that before this voyage he had made many others, in order to prepare’him-~
{elf for the difcovery of the new world. He produces, as a proof of it,
the Poem, entitled America, by Girolamo Bartolommei; in which Ame-
rigo is introduced to relate to the King of Ethiopia, the voyages he had
made to England and Ireland; attempting, at the fame time, to advance
{till farther, but the fea being frozen, compelled him to turn back.. But
to Ipcak trath, I could wifh, that for proof of {uch .voyages, better autho- -
rity could be offered than that of a writer, who lived in the middie of the
xviith century, and moreover a poet. Amerigo being arrived at Seville,
whillt he remained there émployed in commerce, heard of the 1flands dif-
covered by Columbus, and likewife withed to fhare the glory to which he
perceived Columbus was raifed; and: ke finally obtained’ it, as he alfo was
appointed by King Ferdinand to continue the difcovery of the new world.

But here two very intricate points prefent themfelves to us for.examina-
tion, concerning which much has been written by many, but nothing hi-
therto afcertained, fo as to remove every doubt. - I am very far from en-
gaging as arbitrator in fuch difputes; and, wereIeven willing; 1'could not
have thie number of monuments which would be requifite for a decifion.

I {hall lay down, the arguments that are brought forward by the different
pattics;and thall candidly fay which of them appears to meto be the belt foun-
ded, leaving cvery one to judgeas he likes. ” There arc two circumftances.
‘in particular, ‘'on which they difpite.  The firlt is, whether Amerigo was
the foremoft in difcovering terra irma in. America,. or whether Cofumbus
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