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THE QANADIAN GOVERNMENT OF-
FICES. WESTMISTR

At the time whtn the baths and wsbousees
n Omnge-street wmere completedfPunch en-
raptured by the simplicity and beauty of their
architecture, exclaimied, "Away with the
screen! " and called loudly for the demolition
of the Satioual Gallery. that the wayfarers
through Trafalgar.squar might obtain a view
of the façade he himself so much admired,
That cry we most cordially re-echo in respect
to the remaining portion of the west side of
Parliament-stret, which for the present coin-
pletely shuts ont fromn view the London offices
of the Diminion Governnent, which are situ-
ated in King-street, Westminster, within a few
yards of the Broad Sanctuary. Unfortunately,
the thoroughfare is at the present moment so
narrow that the eve cannot take in the whole
of the elevation at one glance and as one pic-
ture, but must pass from one feature to an-
other, examining each with minute attention.
hlence it is weask to have the screen removed,
that we may have a full and comprehensive
view of the building from Palace-yard and
Bridge-street, Westninster. and experience
that particular joy wbich the contemplation
of " a thing of beauty " al ways inspires When
a building is so observed smnall blemishes are
lost sight of in the general contour, whereas,
when the eye bas to be Jrought close to it every
inequality and roughness becomes conspicnous,
The finest building ever erected by human
hands'could not pas unceusured through a
scrutiny of that kind, and therefore it is not to
be wondered at that this building should be
found upon close inspection liable to two or
three qtjections; but these are blemishes
which distance will mellow downî so as to ren-
der the (ou ensente at once beautiful, effec-
tive, and pleasing. The screen of condemned
houses between Charle--street and the Broad
Sanctuary, which at present shuts the building
out from publit view, muist soon, in the abate-
ment of an T-sthetical nuisance, be remnoved,
and then this building of the Dominion Gov-
eruinent will form one uf the most pleasiug
objects to be seen between Charing-cross and
Westminster Abbey. It is built in the Gothie-
Venetian style of architecture, the material
used beiug dark red brick relieved witi black
in the coigns and arches. ''The windows,
which are of the perpendicular, or early Eng-
li'h style, are divided into coipartients by
handsome iron mullions, and are faced by a
ballustrade of Caen tone, which is in its char-
acter purely Italian ; and in order to make
this characteristic more etriking., the southern
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extremity of the façade is bovellod off and
rounded into a bell-tower, which la crowned
witit a graceful campanile., Au ron gate of
elegant design opons Into a spacious hall, on
elthersido of!which are the offices in which
the business of th eCanadiai AgencY will b
for the future trnusacted. The doors and the
surbases are ail of stained pline, and harmonise
with the archltttero of the building. The
walls are painted in late-colour distemper
throughout, with the Oxception of a broad
boit of pink or pale saimon colour, whlch ruins
above the surbases, and is scparated from the
upper part of the wall by a broad ribbon em-
broidered with the rose and the portcullis, the
latter beiug an ieraidie device intimately
connected with the locality ofWestminster,
The staircase I wide andwell lighted, and
terminates In spacious lobbies leading to the
different rootms and offices. ilere ail the agency
business of the Dominion Government will
be transacted, Here intending emigrant
may be congregated, and receive ail the in-
struction which they require to enable tihem,
to pss to the country of their adoption. Hler,
too, such colonist as May be in London wili
assemble, and in a reading-roomn providedl for
their use, cherish and keep up tht, asociations
of their Canadian home, so that it wili beto
them somethIng like what Grindley's used tu
be to tho. officers, civil and military, of the old
East India Co npany. The architect of tlh
very lhudsorme structure la hr. Norton, ùf
Bond-street, and the builder, Mr. Garrod, of
Spitaliield.s, and both are o bhi congratulatei
upon uthe result, ot their coubined labours--
the one on the good taste and skill which per.
vade the design, and the other upon the sonid
substantial anner in whici that design las
been carried out.-Canadizn etes.

A CASE OF FLORAL "OFFERINGS.

The Garten1aube publishes an amulsing ar-
ticle on the theatrical claque in Berlin, In
which the following its relatexi about Mile. Vest.
vali, the fenale Jlandsl: "She wante1 to have
bouquets and wreaths thrown to ber. I de.
manded twenty dollars for it, which she said
was too, much for one night. 1\adame; I said,
the twenty dollars are tufficient for two

niglhts. To-day I and my men will throw the
bouquets to you from the tirst tier. After the
performance is over 1 shail take the tiowers
home in a basket, put tiem in water ail ight
and next day. To-morrow night no one in the
audience will find out that the bouquets have
been used before 'Thereupon she palid me
the sum I had demanded.
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