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* were chosen for l.hcirsiﬂ'nif'cnﬁce were always fas-
tened \\llh u tasteful nbbon and the beautifully’
“tinted and mmutc shells \\cre faneifully arvanged
on little beds of’ moss, or in o delieate basket, 1"
which was often appended an ‘expressive rench
motto, that brought o vivid colonr to 1dw's lovely
cheek, and 1 covert smile to her lip, which showed
that her heart recognised the hand from whenee
came her fair and fuiry-like gifts, . "

“ And often in our walks we met De Cuurc\'
(that was his name,) for he ul\m\s seemed to
eryss! the path which Ida chiose 3 and at chureh,
tuly as the Sabbath came, :\lllmu"h o Catholie,
we foind him oceupying his seat, when veverently
following our stately preceptress, we wulked in
slow und long procession up the whole length of
the broad aisle to thesquare eapacious pew beside

0 the pulpit,-~and’ there, right opposite.to Ids, sat
‘ the young Yrenchman, feasting his eyes dm'in"g
the tedious homilies of the village pastor, on the
- benuty of ‘his'idol, and c\prLSsmw"bv cloquent
blunccs, whose " menning could not' be misinter-
]lreu.d the’ fu'\om' uf lhnsc unonon: \\lud\ she

werd

icss, wil ll(.‘l' lm"'e sofL L_) (4 bc' i luslrous with

“the light of (lat passion! wlhich her silent lover

. had enkindled in her heart, and the consciousiiess

"..of which made, her bhllllL ut the name of Ran-

(lolph, and uemblc, as with d'uL fobeotluws of

1.7 De Cdu_i'é wiis' not slow it

) pex iving the i unprcs:lon he'lind niade upon “the |
young girl’s innocent lieart, und his yoiceless glﬁs
‘of !0\1. were soom ese anged for perfumed biflet-
douy, blc.n.hm" the most impassioned words of
love,—~and thesé Tda read with sceret delight,—
but she lefc them unnnswered, suve by the height-

" ened tendérness which benmed from her eyes, unll

. the increased sofiness of ler wimner.  Draw-
ing courage from these ymens, lie boldly accosted
hcr one d.:,y, when she’ entered the porch of the
scademy nlone,—and, notwithstinding her fear
of o surprise from her companions, would not

- suffer her to leave him, till he had told his love,
and wrung from her an uvowal of uffection fn re-

‘ turn, Afmr this they mes.often ; ‘evéry day, in- |
deed, they contrived 10/ see” cach othér, und lifé
b(-u:unu to'them «-garden of cm,lnmtmcnt, mnid
whose sinriy bowers they revelled in delight, for
.gq.Ll‘ul tlmL evil Turked bey ond. the walls of their,

g ]Illl‘ll(ll:c' y.‘t were. they cautious’in their love’

< “and in their meetings, though had they be(_u still

less so, they would safely have csv.upc(l suspicion
~for otr preceptor was book-\\ ornt ; und {g0.

: hupp\' \\hcn his hours of dul.y \\crn ended, "‘to

. take further coguizance of. his : pupxls,
3 lllun 10 cmplo_) lhcn' lclsul (hc) (.llo<o, und

! plunged, forgetful of ;xll ¢lse, into the fuvourite
§blud|e= that “ubsorbed - lum. A .- l:O, u_
%aell’-m(lul"cnb sind reserved  woin ), “toole’
H
{
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little thouiht of those pluct.(l beneath her ¢
but, rejoieing to escape the bom]n-'c of & taslk
she detested, she retived to the privaey of her
own apartments the moment she was released
from the thraldom “of -the school-room, aml
{ seldom made her uppcm‘.l'nt.c again till the bell
¢ of the succeeding morning - swmoned lu.r o
¢ the seene of her labours,
2 “Thus the Lrief, bright months of sumplcl‘
¢ rolled on till they drew to a close, and the short,
? hazy, d days of September arrived,. and
still the youthful lovers remained wrapped in o’
dream of bliss, thet was undisturbed except when
Idu reccived aletter from her guardian, in which
there never fuiled to be some allusion w his'son,
‘made in a munner that was peeulinely annoyin
to De Courcy,—und once, "when. Frank limself;
breaking nwuy from college, went witha party of
his classmutes o1 hahm'f c\curalun to Nuhunt, |
and kept them v ' ut the L_) nn homl
while he r

10/ regurd 15 his lulm ] mh.' I.lu. )oun'rl-mu(_h-
llmllSJC.llOllS} was’ deopl) sironsed, and he could
onb Le pucified by Lda's solemn and reiterated
ssurance tu Le his alone, in slule of all'the per-
sunalun uml uulhoul) which “might bu llbl.'ll by, .
\Ir Jumlolph, to mduce hur tu bu.umu l.hc w
u(' his'son,
CaeSllit acuined us if this \o]uulm)- and caf-
nest assurance did not ‘satisfy De Cowrcy; he..
beeume depressed and moudy, ‘espeeinlly when
any conununication took place between Ida 'und
her guardian, and the inereased restlessness of
his manner, und his unequal spirits, indicated
‘the anxiety and doubt, s to the happy issne of
his atineh whiche 1y haunted hin,
“Things weve in this state, when, as Ida and
myself loitered one evening among the rocks,
which was our favourite stroll, we came suddenly
upon De Coulcy"n: he stood at first concenled
heneath & jutting crng, in close conference with
the fortunc-teller. ~She started and fled swifely
uway when she suw us, while Le, striving to hide'
his uvident confusion by a laugh, immediately,
_|umud us, suying, as-he did so: . i
¢ The w uud womun caught mein this nmm\
glen, and puracu lted me ‘into showmw her my .
‘hand, thut sho might 1 d. in its lmc> whelher ’
‘prosperous or] n(l\clsc was to l)L the luluw \'o_)-
uge of my life
s And what lms been her prophcc_) " asked :
Ida, in o low and trcmulous vuice—for she wasy
teeply  tinetuved with supcrauuon, nud lookcd

upon e veputed witch: with >ll1.h awe, thut e -




