“Lhe Ty rulhed him upon hi ‘nl)acm.c of mlml
and Ruchester was well! pll.‘xh\.'(l when the bun-
quet ended, and the signal was given to retire.
: -'l'lm' thought of - Alice and hee. quiet benuty
I(cd not lhc)aun" nscollnt s pillow that nighe,”
yr the radinnee of the luwl) masquer had duzzled
")um. utel - her -'mt.el'ul form and brilliant eye
were ever intruding betiveen him amd his sweet.
“wikiflower, ‘Phe next morning ‘was to be devo-
‘ted to hunting, and the queen and ladies of, the
< <leonrt were fo seeompany the King. - Robert had
: rexcused-himself-on some frivolous plea from ne-
- comunying them; but he soon regretted hiwving
i so, ns the thonghy ocenrred 1o him thnt the
countess might form once of the party:
" therefore, tware that he would receive n weleome
fiom the king, he presented himsell in his hunt-
‘m\'r “suity nblupllv before his master. i ;
SHAL huble, lad,” snid the -plensed lnonur(.ll.
* 8 Tichoughit vou could tiot resist-the pleasure of
sm.h adays an -vl'u\' \n\\ are wmn, m) lm).

aii:
mulo but Lome, Rubie, :lls nmc we W cle rrum'r, 3}
nd leumn-f f'umllml\' un his favourite’s avm, llxe
descendel tothe L(Jllll-)m‘ll The - hornis sent.
© forth their. summon\. il the qricen and her,at-
testlants nppenred eqmpped inithe costly. riding
© dresses of; the tinie. - The king insisted upon as-
sisting L.ul) Annie, - as-he gaily termed; her, to
. moum, nud hiving done:soy he turned round - to
4 the: lml\' ‘who. stood near her,: and in-whom Ro-
clester lo(.ufvmscd the young Countess of Hssex.
Lifaie Iy, by:your leave,” he said, cour-
tissing her cheek, “this for lust even-
livertisement—trnant: though you - were,

wutehing’ for you, and this young gallent’s: among

the numhur," turning to Rochester and present-
ing him, he added,: ‘Iwmnuz you,. bomie las-
- sie, 10 safe ehurge- for- the:day; wy-lovd of Re-

clicster is a true l\m-rhl and wi 1 gunrd.you well.”
ol Tt seemed te Rochester s if the fuiv gitl; whose
oW’ took,. lo assist’ her to the. s.nldlu
ridling: cuslumc,l
: umn she had. nmleurc(l mm(l ull the, decorntions’
' uf the’ u revions v ening; amd lus hcnrl lhulle | b

: |;._>-AH e

ns:at fiestyery reserved, almost,
qhy,;for oum-'Lo thc poculmr cmumstnm_cs m

not’ 1o relurn 4n us;. many a0 eye was sadiwith |

v bl been plzu.cd K5
had lnLd a'secluded lite, aml” had all wornstie’s
diffidence and modesty; without auy. of her grruch-
But her reserve.soon yiekled to: the fusci-
nation of Rochester's manner, and as she looked
up to him with herlarge soft eyes, full of o con-
fiding - espression, , ]us heart -sickened at tlm
thought of those ties which bound her to nnnlhcr.
Yet, even as the remembrnnee of Alice foreed it-
‘sell upon him, he thanked God that hie was s'n'ell
from the danger oflms.ﬂun'r her, by the i uupo:.-
sibility of obtaining the ohjeet of his new faney;
b little did e know the. weakness_of his. own
heurt, and the foarful strength which unrestrain-
el pussion will nequire. ;
“'his was but the commencement nl' the intoxi=
cation which was to Jrove his ruin:’ Doay after
(]u) he et the conntess, in walks, in rides, and
in"the evening .danee; they were, in short, con-
stantly together, and - thouglh - they had not as
_);el:spokcn of: love, each- knew it was in- their
hearts. . Overbury, aware of all thati passed,
rather cnwmu"ul iheinter cnmau for he thought
i monhl he chc fleans ‘of (!v.-hu.hm" J;udlcatcr
vﬁ-om his hr:l. lmc, and viewing thc )uunrv coun-,
maa as alr e'ld_\, m.u'rlcd he all])posc(l of course,
‘l.lu.- affair w oul(lgo no further than harmivss gnl
Inntry. allowed,” Rensoning - thus- sophistically,

]
)

‘theie interviews, and wrote for the youny \N_oun.
ﬁttcr:‘f(ﬂl of. o nnd povlr\. Whiich (hd much
for.his catise-With ‘tlie couiitess. U\mbm_y was
o man ‘of cultivated taste nnd imagination, and
(.oultl write with'flueney; buitto Tochester it was
an: almosti impossible 1ask, and when attempted,
there.was no grace nor life in his compositions.
.But. soon a vumonr of the, immediate return- o('
) l.lm Liurlof Essex put u stop to this state of lhm"s,
and nroused the lovers to a sense of the misery ol
theiv - situntion.. ‘Then, breaking through® oll!
restraint, ]‘ochcster poured ful'th his pussionate
love at the feet of the countess, and she solemnly

by coldness und dxadmn, to !oncc him to dn mco
her.; S i .

X \\ hen Rochester. lol(l O\crbur\ w lmt was tho :
mtommn of the countess, he; fuund 10 his sur-’
prise,ithat :Sir Thomas, wha lmd before seemed

-to encourage ; his; pussion, ni (
.seeing but.too clearly the eftee f sucly o course,
he uuplmed the infutuated lover,’ no; only for his
own suke;. but tox tint of, the young and’ pretty
_cotmt(.s
proposed, since, dlcgruce uml \\nelchcdness must
follow o union founded ;on the ruplurc ‘of -the most

saerad tlcs,_ A po\\clful party, he,said, would e

__fouml nmong the nobility against !nm, who w oum

) oﬂcct his. ruin; nnd finally;: he reminded Inm,

{fur so wise.n ma, lie- lent lu: aid. in hmhmtm"‘

“vowed never to receive Fssex-as her husband, hue™

ot lo conscnt to the mensure: she hmi_ _




