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NOTES AND NEWS.

May, Juneand July sre hard months finan-
cially for THE Curistian. We hope any
who have failed to remew their subscription
will remember this, and not let our receipts
fall below our expenses.

On the first Lord’s dayin May the churches
are usked to make a special offering for
American Home dissiouns; but if the collection
cannot be takeun on that day, wo would sug-
gest that it bo taken as soon after as possible,

The shortest sermon we ever heard of wag
preached by Dean Stanley, when requested
to make a specinl appeal in the orphan’s be-
half. Xis text was: ¢'He that hath pity on
the poor lendeth to the Lord.” All he said
was: “Now, brethren, 1f you are satisfied with
the security, let him have your cash.”

There are times when warships ave in great
demuand. The Christian Lvangelist, 1n a
recent numbor, has an admirable article on
“The Ships we Need. Three are mentioned:
Wor-ship, Follow-ship and Friend-ship. With
more ships of this class the nations would
have less need for foating batteries,

We wpre mistaken in stating last month
* that the good offering for foreign missions
from the Lord’s Cove church was made on
the first Lord’s day in W. H. Harding’s
recent visit, It was made before he came
and when no preacher was on the field.
This is even more encomaging, It shows
that the church has been tiained to give.
None of our seribes has made a reference
{0 “A Suggestion ” by E C. Ford in the last
Curistia¥., This may be because they do
not approve of it, or because thoy endarse it
so heartily, and think that every one will at
once see its wisdom, that they thought it
unnecessary to say so. In the absence of
information each reader can sclect the reason
that commends iteelf to him.

Is the church member who unnecessarily
remains frow the Lord’s house and the Lord’s
supper dead spiritnally.  Ewidontly FG.
Tyrrell, St. Louis, Mo, thinks so. Un a
Lord’s day morning not long since he draped
the pulpit in mournmng. When asked the
meaning, he said it was ‘“mourning for tha
empty pows.” He threatened to drape the
whole church unless the attendance increaged,

and it dud.  We do not endorse his plan, but
it 18 suggestive of the spiritual stato of many
a church member,

For six months the Christian Standurd,
Cineinnati, 0., has been engaged in a syste-
matic and persistent sffort to put “‘a Chiis-
tian yaper m every Christian howme.” In
this time it has added about 10,000 ncw
names to its snbseription roll.  Other papers
are now engaged in a similar effort. We
wigh thewm all success, for a Christian home
without a Christian paper is without ouno of
the most helnful allivs it building Christian
character, and one of the greatest stimulunts
to Christian aclivity.

J. A. Judah and his wife came from Poc-
otillo, 1dao, to Salt Lake City, Utnh — a dis-
tance of 170 miles — she to uvnite with the
church by letter, and ho by confession and
baptism.  She 18 the great-granddaughter of
one of the heroic pioneers of this Restoration
Movement. Some of the old blood is in her
voins. Wo feel safo in saying that it was she
who showed hor husband why he should an:l
how he could become a Christian,  We shall
expect to hear, after a time, that a church
has been established where they reside.

We read in an exchange that an old deacon
in a certain church had long annoyed the
brethren by insisting that they wero viola-
ting the plain ordoer of worship by collecting
the weekly contribution after, ins'ead of Le-
fore, the Lord’s Supper. He was never
koown to put a farthing into the treasury of
the church. He belongs to a race that is
not yot extingt. May they speedily disappear
and their places here be filled by those who
believe that the Lord ia more interested in
the amount that is given and in the spirit of
the giver than in whether the offering is
made at 11.30 a. m. or 12,10 p. m.

Our missionary to Japan, Miss Mary M.
Rioch, is now on her way to Cunada for &
rest. She expected *to start about tho middle
of April. It is pot unlikely that she will
visit the Muaritime Pruvinee churohes and tell
us of her work. She hopes to be at the an.
nual meeting of the Ontario churches in
June. We believe she would be willing to
attend the Island Association at Mountague,
if a request is sent to her in time. It is con-
fidently expected that she will attend the
meeting at ‘Tiverton. It will do us good to
see and hear one who has, in a special sense,
been working for us in a heathen land.

The Uniwversity Church, DesMoines, Ta.,
has introduced an innovation, as we learn
from the Christien Oracle. Ten wminutes
before tho morning service begins, the preach-
er, the two elders, and tho twelve deacous
repair to the study and spend a few minutes
in prayer. The paper adds that ‘it would
be well in every chureh, if there is a conven-
1ent room, for the preacher, olders and dea-
cons 1o bave a season of prayer before begin-
ning the pubhc service.”
that where there 18 no such room, each officer,
before starting to the place of worship, go to
his closet and there pray for the Divine bless-
ing on the services of tho day. Indeed it

Wo would suggest
. ulso when there is any special collection.

would be good for them and good for the
success of the truth if all the mombi1s would
do tho same.

Koferenco is frequently made on this pagoe
w meetings where more than 100 were added
to a church, 'This month we are pleared to
c4ll special attention tu the meeting lately
beld at Lord’s Cove by one of our own
preachers, W, H. Harding. It is significant
that about half the additions are heads of
families, and that only a very small propor-
tion are under sixteon yearsold. The Lord’s
Covo church has now probubly a larger resi-
dent membership than any of our other pro-
vinecial churches, and we hope to seo it exert-
ing o mighty power for good both at home
and abroad.

The convention of the Disciples of Christ
of t1 o Maritime Provinces ig to be held with
ihe church at T'iverton, N 8., Aug. 11-14,
Tne church is already making prepurations,
The programme and rates committee appoint-
ed at Leonardville are D. A, Morrison, Geo,
Manifold, T. I, Bleous, E. F. Burnaby,
and J. W. Bolton. We also notice that the
sisters passed & resolution lust year, asking
for an evening meeting at the convention,
and also that the programme be so arranged
that their business meeting shall not conflict
with any of the regular meetings.

We beliove in systematic Christian work—
in the good wark that is planned and in the
good plan that 18 worked. Wo behieve, too,
in the systematic Christian giving-—in giving
a definite sum cach week to the work of the
Lord. 1f a person is obliged to ho ahsent
one Lord’s day, we believe in him laying
aside the amount ho would have given if
present, and adding it to his offering on the
next Lord’s day.  If he ig anayon a vacation,
we believe in him following the same prin-
ciple. Tho expeuses of the church go on
just the same whether the attendance is large
or small, whether the duy is fine or stormy,
whether the people are at home or on a vaca-
tion. Thercfore we believe in systematic
giving, both as to time and amount.

When a Disciple of Christ goes from one
communi y to reside in another where there
i3 a church of his brethren, he should, we
think, take bis church Jetter with nm, pre-
sent it to the church in his new howe as soon
as pos<ible, and do ali he can to build up that .
ciurch, Il his brethren have no church
where he moves to, we believe it is better for
him to leave his narme on tha charch roll,
and to do what he can from a distauce to
advauce the interests of the old church. He
cannot attend the services, nor teach in the
Sunday-school, nor lead the prayer meetings;
but if ho 18 a member of the mission band,
or some other society, he can send in his
mouthly dues, and he ean also continue to
cautribute to the support of the church.
When the time for the annual foreign mis-
sion ¢ lection comes, ho can sond s offor-
Ing; also whon the home mission day arrives;

This, and sending au occasional message to
be read in the prayer meeting, will do both
him and the church good.



