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‘ponivitutions tewarda o 1istory of Newspapers and of the Liberty
ot the Press By B K. Hunt.

Cantinued from page 213,

dmn.

six or seven years, but it was litle regurded
and soon guite fortten,

pers were added to the List

First, and improved by William the Third, af

newsletters were not yet out of use.—If any
gentleman has a mind to oblige his counitry

public-aflairs, he can have 1t for twopence, of J

materal news of the day®

in the case of a journal pubhished by Ichabod

tilled up by the purchaser,
Queen

The Revolution again reioved the censorship
{eutn the piess, when b was a second tune ealled
upon, by coulch(“l’lg pasties, to support their
OpPPUSILL LPINIONS. Phe Governmont set up the
«Orange latcthgencer?” and the opposition was
not tor g belind 1o estabhshing 11s rival jour
nals; both swes wiote with unrestrained free-
Svine attemp's wete ade o renew the
Licensing Act, which was even putn force for

From 1661 to 1668, seventy different journals
had appeared, sote of loug, und some of shor
duration.  Beloie 1672, twenty soven newspa-

| The Post Office,
which bad been established by Charles the

forded wereased facthities tor  the cireulation ot
newspapers Te fulluwing advertisemont in the
uFlying Rost” (1693), shews. us that the old

frends or correspondents with this account of

Sahsbury, at the Rismg Sun in Coralull, on a
sheet of Line paper. half ol which being lelt blank.
he may therern write lus own affairs, or the
We find anather
indication-of the continved use of newsletters; | its ment was such:as to.gain for its authar the

Dawks, in 1696 ; it 1s printed on letter-paper.
and i imdauoa of an ordinary hand-writmg—
a portion of the paper bewg left blank, to be

) Anne's reign is.remarkable in the
listory of the press, for having produced the

tween the penny and halfpenny sizes and by
this means had entered thein as pamphlats, for.
whick-it was-necessary only to pay three shil
hngs on each-ediien.  The new law prevented
this evasion without incieasing the duiy.

L the reign of George the Secord, nastamped
papers were agaun sohland 1o such an amount,
that a reward of twerty shillings was oflered o
any one who would seize and bring 10 Justice a
vender of them.  The clause selfs us, that they
were “daily sold, hawked, and cariied ahout,
atterred, and exposed to sule, by divers obsewe
persons, who had no krown or settled habita-
tion.”

Wehave reports of the praceedings of the
Parhament, 1 Boyer's Regster, for sever. |
»] years alter the accession of George the Cist.—
Notwithstanding the resolution ot the Huvse ui
Commons in 1729, “that it 1s an mdiguay o,
and a breach of the privilege of the House, for
any person 1o presume 10 gve in Written or
orinted newspapers, any aciount or minutes of
the debates, or other proceedings of the House,
or of any Commtttee thercof,” and that upon
discovery of the author of such cflence, the
House will proceed against hum with the vt
tnost severity.  Notices similar to those of Boy-
er wera given-in. the Gentleman’s Magazine —
1n 1740, Dr. Johnson became the wrtter of these
notices. and continued to hold the pust.ull 1743,
when Dr. Hawksworih succeeded . Dr
Gutlirie had been Johunson’s predecessor,

In 17435, Fielding, who had already publish
ed his lirst novel, started “T'he P'rue Patrion”
This. paper:continued only o few months; but

post of Bow Street-Magistrate.  Fielding after-
wards started some othier papers, ‘I'he “Covent
Garden Journai” and the “Jacobite” .contatned
articles by hin, ,

Eroin Dubb Dodington’s Diary we find that
about ‘this time, Lord Bute, then Mnister, call-
ed onvDodmgton, and “had much 1alk about

was released by the dissolution. of the Parlin
ment which-kapt him there.  Llore the matter
was permitted to end ; and the debates have
been printed from thot day to this.

The exeuement caused by this important
rontest greatly extendedd the sale of the papers
concerned ; and as had been predicted by the
oppusition party, belped to rasse the Press 1w the
estunation of the people, who now begao to re-
gard it as the bubwark of national hiberty,

Lo Januvary 1788, (just one hundred years af
ter the appearance of the *Orange Intelligencer™)
the flrst number of the “T'unes” was published

Prosecuttons for hibel, which consutute the
main feature of the history of the prugress of the
freedom ot the press in Eoglund, were numerous
wid duteresdng alter thus date; but the most
vonspicnous of them—as those of Peltier, Cnb-
bett, Leigh Hunt & -<have scarcely ceased to
be awong the topies of the tme.  Mr Hunt
describes them all at a somewhat unnecessary,
length.

- L] * * * * *

The following account. of the arnval of ¢

mail packet at Southanpton, and of the trans

ference of its news to the columns of the Lon. |

don Paper, is an appropnate pendant o the
foregoing notice of newspaper expenses .—
“We have now uearly 150 steamers, most of
them of the greatest power-and speed, engaged-
spemally in bringing political and commercial
mteliigence from-ali-parts of the world.  'T'hey
are never delayed at any port at which they
way tonch, but for the .purpuse of: coaling, and
landing and embarking wais ; and their rapid
and punctual arrival in this country, after, .
some instances, running a distance of 3000
tniles without stoppinyg. is one of the wonders of

this remarkable age.!

When u mail packet is'due at Southampton,
watchmen aré employed day and mght to luok
out for hér. In the day-tume, when the weather

tive hurricano has happened at Havaunah,
and that 100 ships have been wrecked in con-
sequence. ‘Lhe weather, wo are happy to say,
has been fine in tha West Indies, and the Js-
lands are henlthy, Tho crops of West India
produce are progressing favorably. The May
rains at Jumaica have been very heavy, and
have done considerable damage, 'I'ho rivers
have swollen enortnously, overflown their banks,
and done great damage to the plantatiops —
The sen, at the mouths of the rivers, was cov.
ered with the wrecks of the plantations.”

While, in conclusion, we thank Mr, Huat
for wnuch useful information concorning the
working of a modern newspaper, which none
but a newspaper editor could supply, we must
express our regret that he hias not been able to
devate more time and research than he has done
ts the »xhoustion and elaboration of his momen-
tous thewwr. ‘I'he excuse, however, which is
mphied in the following words, is a valid one;
and the geveral fact which they assert, bears
with unmistakeable force upon the subjécts of
the remarks which preface this notice i—

“The man who once becomes a journalist
must.almost bid farewell to mental rest or meén-
tal leisure. If he fulfils his duties ruthfully,
his  attention must be ever awake to what is
passing.in'the world, and . his whole mind.fmust
bo devoted {o the instant exnmination, and dis-
cussion, and record of current: events., e has
linle time for literary idleness, with such litera-
ry labor on his shoulders. e has no days (o
spend on catalogues, orin dreamy, discursive,
researches in public libraries, .He  has no
months to deveta to the exhaustion of -any one
theme.  'What he has to deal with must.be {n-
ken up at a mowment's notice, be examnned, test-
ed, and dismissed at once ; and thus his mind:
is ever kept occupied with.the. mental necessity
of the world’s passing hour.”

15-clegr, and: there is not much wind stirring. |
the smoke of a large nmil-packet in the Solent,
may be.seen from the: quay by looking over
Cadlands; sbut homewnrd:bound . §tenmers are
generally made out by.ineauns of powerful tele-

first daii, paper, the faw of copywright, the im-
position.of stamnps on newspapers, and dutics on }into eflect.  Swollett was made editor of the
advertisewneuts ; all indications of a great|new Paper; which was called thd: #Briton.”—
change in the condition and importance of the'['An opponent-soon started up, calléd the “North

setting up a Paper”  'T'his project was rarried DEATII WARRANT OF DR. WERSTER. -
From tho New York Tivangelist, ’

Atlengthrall doubt is terminated,Voth s to

fiest time, combinellinéws with discussion.

newspaper press, since the umg of Nathamef
Butter.

ecution of .a newspapeér editor,  The “Observa

and malicious, reflecting on the proceedngs o
tlie House, tending to the promotion of sedition
in the kingdomn "

tinued to publish remarlks upea the Parhamen.
tary speeches. ‘The Commons, therefore, appli
ed to the Queen, praying her to issue a procla-
madtioni for his apprehension. He was appre
‘hended, and tried ; but, contriving to-get ofl; he
was soon after waylayed, and beaten so cruelly
that ke dicd of:his wounds,

‘Tn 1709, the Daily Courant, the first morning
paper,-appeared, At this time there were
eighteen other papers published in London: and
as the Breniug Post of September 1709 remon-
strates; that “at least £400 per annum are being
paid for wrnttén news, winle ¢ Evening Post
may be had for much less,” it 15 evident that
newsletters were still much in use.

It:vas at this period that ihe journals, for the

carlier papers contained neiws cnly,

Tn, the eleventh year of Quucen Anne's reign
the Sefgeant-at-Arms was directed to take into
custody .Mr. Samuel Buckley, writer and: prin.
ter of the ¥Daily Courant.” He.had published
a memorial of the States-Cieneral, which was
considered by the Parliament to contain.sean-
daloug reflections -upon the resolutions of -the
House.” ‘Thisseeins to have beon the result of
a recommendation of ‘the Queen to the Parlia-
ment, to chastise ‘those who published “false
and scandalous:libels, such-as are a reproach to
any, goverpment ;"—a recommendotion which
led the way to a.proposal for laying duties on
all newspapeis and pamphlets A duty was
shortly after imposed, to the amount of a half.

penny on cvery printed half sheet; and twelve-

pence on.each advertisement. The consequence
of this tax was the itnmediate stopping of many
minor papers, and-the a.palgamaiion of. soms
of the survivors. The Spectator raised its
price, and shordy afrerwards stopped. “All
Grubb Street,” writes Swift to Stella, *s ruined
by the Stamp-Act® ‘
About tlis time, Stéele lost his seat in Par
liament, for the sake of which he had resigned
a lucrative post, on account of certain anti-min-
isterial:papers in the “Englishinan® and the
“Crisis ;" and: John. Matthews, a boy of niné-
teen, was tried at-the Old Bailey for pubhshing
a Whig paper on-hereditary. .right. He was

In 1704, we mect with another case-of pros.|poet Churchitl.  T'he two editors, who, till now,

tor,” from:the 8th to the 11th of December 1703

was declared to contan “matters -scandalous

Bragg, the pnater, T'utchin’
the author, and How the publisher, were order-
ed to be;taken into custody by the Sergeant at.,
Arms. Tutehin, however absconded, and con’

The

Briton,” which had for its editor Wilkes, and.
Afor its chiel supporters Lord Temple and -the
‘| had been personal friends, ¢ ttacked. eagh other
with the greatest rancour, Wilkes at jast

contést in, 1763, The victorious Paper soon af.
' ness, in declaring thut “falsehood had been ut-
tered.in acvoyal speech: an assertion which

tion of all engaged init. The.oflending wem-
ber was burant by the common hangman in
Cheapside,

inentioning the name of Lord Hereford in the

after this, ive find that the satnhe fine was occa-
sionally 1unposcd for o sunilur offencé.

The letters of Junius (the first of which ap-
pearcd in the “Public Advertiser,” April 28ih,
1767) caused several -tridls. In 1770; Almon,
abookseller, was fined for selling a copy of Ju-
nius’ letter to the King,.in a work called the
“Lundon Muscum.” ThYecyotlier booksellers
were.tried for. the same .offence, and were ae
quitted; ono of them, £1. S Woodfall, -bemg
tound guilty of “printing and publishing” only.

In 1771, a long dispute commenced between
the parliament.and people, concerning the prin-
ung of parliamentary debates.  Since the ume
of Cromwell, theré had been no authorized re-
ports of the proceedings of sthe IHouse, though
the people had had frequent intelligence of thein
through the journals sind papers.  The contest
began by its.being moved in the Ilouse that
Thomson'and Whebbe, two printers -of these
unlawful reports, should-be called to the bar for
‘infringing o stending order of the House. The
offenders paid no attention to the summons left
at thew houses ; orders for their arrest were
then forwarded'to the Sergeant-at-Arms.  This
functionary reported -that.not only was. his
search for ‘the -two. printers unavailing, but he
was ridiculed and. insalted by the-servants of
the offenders.  An address for a royal proclama-
tion was thea voted against -the delinquents,
and aréward oflered for their apprehension —
These steps produced many debates in the
House between the advocates for secrecy of
speech and the supporters of the liberty of-the
press. The latter urged the impossibility of ef-

appearance of six-new offenders gave weight to
thetr atguments.  ‘They urged,as the Mewmbers

in general, the flouse was not éilled vy to
-take-the matter up; and that the. ever jgereqs
g number of offendars would: ket thom so

ganed the victory, and” Smollett gave up tne

teT put.an énd 10 it3 own existence by its bold-

caused its unimediate downfal, and: the prosecu-

In 1764, Mr. Mecres was fined £100 for

¢ London Jivening Post ;" and for several years

scopes,.after they have passed Eaglehurst Cas.
tle, by looking over the flat .tongue of Jand

which terminates where Calshot Castle stanys.

When she rounds Calshot Castle, a rocket is
thrown up from her, which is a mail'packet sig-
nal  Assoon as the rocket is observed, the
watchmen are in motion running in different
directions up thetown.  In a few-minutes may
| be seen stealthily ghding towards thie quay a
few persons who, if 1t be a winter night, would
scarcely be recognisable, disguised as they ap-
pear to bo in great coals, comforters, und every
kind of waterprool covering for the head, feet,
and body. These persons are the outpost news-
paper agents. ‘Phey make for the head of the
quay, and each jumnps into a small yacht, which
mstamtly darts from the shore.

Cold, dark, and cheerless as it may bo, the
excitemnent on board the yachts.is very greatin
caleulating which will reach the steamer fiest.
and.at no regatta is there more nautical soience
displayed, or the contention more kegn or earn
est.

Let us suppose the time to be about six o’clock
in tho morning-of a dark winter day. ‘The
yachts reaching the steamer just as “Ease her”
has been hoarsely bawled by the piot off Net
ley Abbey. As -soon' as practique has been
griantéd; the nowspaper -agents cliinb up the
sides of the steamer oltentimes by a single rope;
and at the risk of their lives, and jmnped. on
board: A bundle of foreign journals-is.handed
to each ol themn, and.they immediately return to
their yachts and make for the shore,

1. They arrive at the: Telegraph Office, and to
write.down:their-message is :the work of a few
minutes-only; '

"T'he. rule in writing down telegraphic messh:
ges is truly Benthamic, viz, to convey the
grextest quantity of news in-the fewest possible
wotds.  Perhaps the message is as follows :—
“Great Western,—Jainaica 2d. .Cruz 26—
Mithon dollars. Dividends 50 thousand. ©os:
quito war ended.  Antilles healihy,  Havanna
hurricané. Fundred ships lost, "Crops good.
Jamaica rains. Sca covered. Wreck. planta-
tions.” While the agents are wnting these
inessages, the telegraph is at work, and-by the
time the messages are written at Southampton,
they have been almost -communicated:to Loth-
bury. A cab conveys written copies.of them
with the atmost despatch to the.newspaper offi-

fectually suppressing free publication ; and thefces. ‘They are immediately in the hands

of e foreign editors, or sub-editors, "who

‘in a_conspicuous part of the mornivy papers in
the following shape :—

1

; comprehend the purpott of them immediately —
whose speeches had been bublished had wei{ln n few minutes they have been elaborated.
made any formal complaint to the Parlinir,ent {anid made intelligible, and they shortly appear

De. Webster's guilt, aind to his punistiment,—

i deliberation, their calinness ‘in the investiga-
tion of ull eircumstances that could bo alleged
in. plen for a commtation of -the- punishinent,
and. theif reasons -presented. fur thicic conclusiont
in-the matter, 1l forbid the 'east-hoje of cseape:
The:justice, majesty, and cflicacy of the law-of
death for murd” +, and the propriety. of uinvas
riable execution.of the penalty -in.every clear
case of guilt, were mever more strikingly: vindi
cated: :
1t is-a singularly instrustive, interesting:and
soleinn case of the developemeat of hurdiin criing
and -the certarnty of” Divine justice; We say:
Divine justice—for whatever doubt there. might
be as to the Divine will iy .soine other foring of
erime, not specified, there can be none:whatever
in respect to this highest greatest offence against:
society. ‘Not only the. repénted. statutes. in=io¥
gard to this crime, but all.the provisions added.
for carrying then into execution, are such, that
no mistake can -possibly bo made in reference
to them. “I'ho Divine statuies are so closely
and clearly interpreted, and so.powerfully do-
monstrated by one anether, that, in the-case of
the erime of murder especially, thero is no room
feft for doub{ i regatd to théin, or for reasoning
against them, E

1n the Jewish law there weretwocases in which.
it was enjoined upon the people never to have
pity on the criminal—never, on any accouat, to
remit the penalty. ‘T'hose two cases were that.
of premeditated murder, and that of bearing
false witness. In the first:case, the murderer
wus at all events to be-put to death, even if he
had inade his escays to the city of refuge.  Trom
whatscover altar ui ‘sanctuary he: had reached,
ho was to be pluck-d by -the hand.of justice;
and invariably put to death. “Ifany man hate
his neighbor, and lie 1 wait for'him, and vise:
up against him, and smiie him mortally, ibat
he -die, and. fleeth into- ong of these cilics, then
the elders of -his city shall  send -and fetch-him
thence, und  delwer him iato the hand of ‘the
avenger of blood, .that he may die. Thine eye
shall not pity him.?

In the second case, the case of :false witness,
the criminal was to- be inadeto &~ ffer-just that
penalty or evil,,whatever it m, ‘\qw{qiyeqn
which he was seeking to bring.L,. 3 person,,
aganst whom he had-bone false wimess:. “#1f
the withess be a false witness,and hath testified
falsely against Miis bother, than shall ye do unto
him as he had thought to have done unto "his
brother.; so.shalt:thou put ‘the evil away from
among: you. And-thing eyéshall not pity 5 but
life shall go for life, cye for eye, tooth fox tooth,
hand for hand, foot-for. foot.”

“That is if a man composed ‘the death of an-

ho firnness of “the Government, their patience .

e

“ Arrival of the West India and’ Mexican Mail.
condeinned, and hanged at Tybury,

During the age of Swilt and. Steele, newspa-
pers'made a rapid stride towards the. prominent
;iosilioh they now occupy. Writers of acknow-
fdged geatns wrote i thein,  Swaft and Dr.

constantly ‘employed, that all watters, of real| JInportant news from the West Indies: Dread-|othor, whether by open by violenze, or ‘by. fa}'?&
import must be cast aside, ¥ {ney proposed to ful Hurricane at_HavannG. Awful Destrnc-| witaess, hewas to be put todeath ghere_sl_\m: ;
carry out this “ridiculous cor,¢egt with printers ™} tion of Property in Jamaica. be neither change nor remission of the pclt:a_ t{;
The party wha were for e/,ntip ging the prosecu-|  # 'The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company's jon any considgration whatever. ‘There shou
woits provatled . Whebtsg o Thomsan, ‘the | steamer, Great Westoru, hasarnyved at South-| be no pity shown-to the criminal; in- thowwa}t
Sheridan. started the “Iniwlhgencer' 10 1728, | uwo onginal offender v‘or@npprehnndcd’ and |ampton.  She brings news from Jamaica up to fof remitting the | snalty .Or_‘_sf‘? man comr[’lﬂl?é
and the'newspapets exercisal su great an wfly-{tred , but-were dis clorged upnn-giving bail for | the 2 instant, and from Santa:Cruz up ‘to the | sed the destruction of his agng_l{x Q-F"g'{cyg"co‘laléc
ence-upon the minds uf the people, that the legat | their appearance, oy the' onsuing session, ‘Ihe| i at. She hason bourd frieght to, the {tooth, or s hand; .°"b 1S }Qfg—?-l*:un)d‘er the
authorities interposed more frequently. than ever, [struggle, on ¢ g wineweql, involved the Honse of{nmunt 5 1,000,000, 0of dollars on merchants’ }witness against hitn, hebrough ),1“1{1". ander the
though commonly without effect. | Commons o e mmast pérplexing diffl -ulties, | account, aid 50,000 dollars ou account uf Mexi- | penalty of the luss of an»cye.‘g’ lo?. ¥ nned to
In"the twellth-year of Qevrge the first's réign, | which.we 4, only to be solved by Zlilmving thelénn dividends.  The miserable dittlé war’un-jor a fooy, lie should hxmsclll ?}‘Ycﬁl{'u?\tlui'tdvéf
alaw was passed for-the beteer regulation of tie{ matter ito.drop as silently. ds. ‘pasdible. The {fortunaiely entered. into-by- this gount‘ryuon:be_j suffer tho luss, and on- no .x'?..o;l'xn N rdorr
Stamp Act. ‘T'hé publishers »faewspapers had | Lurd 3 Jayor, who had ‘been, umprisoncil in the]nalf of the black King -of-Mosquite, has termi-{should. tl)c,pcng\ly-pel,rexml‘(}cgv‘.hejﬁi;fé st
evaded the old'lawy, by prinung on' sheots be-|1OWer  for refusing to deliver up the offenderd; ingted, We regret 1o learn that a mnost destric- |shounld be put to death,. and-be-fals e
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