AND LITERARY GEM.

%‘ooked upon Martha with a more aflectionate eye
han upon Mark ; and they found 1nore delight
in reading Salman thun Solomon.™

Books were so scarce that when one was boi-
rowed, a boud was required for its preservation
from injury. When any one presented a book to
a convent he was said 10 do it pro remedio anima
suac—ior the heaith of hissoul.  So great indeed
was the privilege of owning a book, that a plate
in one of their books represents the Deity on the
Sabbath in the act of reading. Knowledge was
scattered to the four winds and truth hidden in a
well.

Doctor Robertson says:— ¢ During this long
period, the human mind, neglected, uncultivated
and depressed continued in the most profound
ignorance. LEarope, during four centuries pro-
duced few authors who ment to be read either on
account of the elegance of their composition or
the justness and novelty of their sentiments.—

Societies, and many others ol the same kind,
show the great philanthropic spirit of the day.

Living in the midst of such improvements
shouid we not be thaukful that our lot is cast in
the 19th cemury ?  Let us take advantage of the
advancement of the age, improving ourselves as
we are able.

Our age though greatly advanced is not per-
fect, though 1t has surpassed the past, it will yet
be surpassed by the future.

Everything is in progress; a glorious era is at
hand. Greater discoveries iu science have yet to
be made, noller inventions in art to come 1o
light,

We have only entered cn the glorious era in
which if we live we are destined to take our re-
speclive parls.

The rising generation will ere long take the

place ot their futhers, to search stili deeper into

There are few inventions useful or ormamental to | things before hidden.

society of which this long period can boast.™
short it may with propriety be said that « dark-
ness covered the earth and gress durkness the
people.”

Let us now turn to our own age. We are not
now dependant on the monk or priest for know-
ledge, we can study and think for ourselves. We

are more in dunger of being the kelluones libro-
7um than we are of perishing for lack of know-  with our might, all things are aiding it, and et |

ledge. The laborer and the mechapic are no
longer trudging along the beaten track of their
trades, bnt now aspire to know the principles in
science connected with their respective ozcnpa-
tions, and are not obliged to seck this knowledze

in the cloisters of an abbey or the corridors of

ibe convent.

Lectures are being delivered for the middle and
lower classeson the various branches of science.
‘Then we have the Mechanics® Institute, Reading
Rooms, Libiaries, Cheap Bocks, Periodicals, and
Magazines of the day, all which are within the
reach of almnst any ore who wishes to use them.
The libraries of Piolemy and Augustus are ex-
celled by almost any cs mmon circulating library.
The oligarchy of literature is becoming 2 republic.
The crescent wanes and Turkey is opening for the
reception of knowledze. China, too, is accessi-
ble for the teacher and missionary.  One of the

effects of this diffusion of knowledge isthe grow-

ing desire for peace. Men do not relish War as |

formerly and arc showing a preference for peace.
Ilow much more preferable is it to see imn made
into plough-shares than inte swords, a steam cn-
gine than a gun manufactery, and a rilway sta-
tion than military barracks, and after all more
pleasant to hear the izilroad whistle than itho
warlike fife and rolling drum.

A spiritof Fbi}:uﬁhmpy marks the age. Among
the noblest of the many great benevolent move-
ments of the day is the Temperance movemnent.
Wha, 100 years ago, would have thought of rs-
tablishing such institutions as the Sous, Danglters
and Cadets of Temperance? The drunkard was
pitied and modemtion recommended, but beyond
this absolutely nothing was done.

Now measeres suited 0 the progress of the age
are introduced.  Town! abntinence, the true anti-
dote to drunkeness, is brought fornward and shown
10 be the only city of refuge for the drunkard, the
only haven of rest whete he can rest his troubied
soul. And I hope that we may soon sce the
whole civilized world form one great 2nd noble

In:

| Let us prepare to act our parts in the great
drama. Many will go toand lro and knowledge
" will be increased. All opposition will be done
"away before the coming of the glorious time.—
All things belp on its advent, adverse things are
compelied 10 yield, and instead of retarding thie
- progiess of .things will form a new impulee.
 Let us look forward to it with hope, let us aid it
! us not resist it.
There is a fount about to stream,
Thess is a light abouf to Leam,
‘There is 2 warmth about to flow,
! There is a flower about to blow,
i ‘I'here is a midnight blackness changing,
Into grey,
Men of thought and men «f action,
C.car the way. ~

i
!

Aid the dawning, tonguc and pen,
Aid it hopes of honest men, :
Aid it paper, aid it type,
Arnd our camnest must not slacken
Into play,
Alen of thought and men of action,
Clear the way.

e
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Newry-Invextep Stean-Evxcixe.—iVe wit-
nessed a day or two ago, the trial of a newly in-
_vented engine, which, we should say, is destined
- 1o supersede that class of engines now in general
L use.

study of mechanics.  Were we at full hiberiy, we

.should bardly know how to describe it, so as 0
rconvey a correct idea of its simplicity 2nd com- '

:pleteness.  Ft difiers, however, cntrely from the

“ common sicam enging, both in principle 2nd con-’
The model we saw 15 estunated atone

; struction. 0 >
! horse powesr, yet it seemed to s to accomplish
twith perfect case what the common engines of

“double or treble the power are aiten eugaged inj -

. such for instance, as driving a crcular saw. At~
1iached to the shafl was one of these fifteen inches
" in diameier, and a picce of hard-wood plank was
;sawed o sirips with the most perfect case.
» Afterwards a2 much thicker picee of plank was

placed on the platform, and we couid perceive no

cold waicr army and insicad of the fiiends of * difierence in the velocity of the same.  The entire

Temperance being as they now are ia the minkor-
&ty that they may soon be the overwhelnting ma-
jorly. Prospects brighten as the age procecds,
and the cause progresses not only in pumbers but
in zeal for the welfare of mankind.  The Regred
Schoels, Penitemiaries, Deaf, Dumb, Blind, Or-
phan and Insave Asylums, Juvenile Reformativa

cugine may be put into a boax about the size of a
common cand!c box, and is perfect within itsclf,
requiring to othier fling than being 2itached o 2
, common steam woiler.  We understand that the

_imveator intends 1o have his eagine patenied both

{here and in the United States and in Eugland ; to

{which latter place he will proceed with'a model

The inventor is AMr. John Dodd, of West!
i Flamboro’, who has devoted much time to the:

for exhibition at the World’s Fair in May next,—
Dundus Warder. !

i The Bordeaux papers have been much occupied
of late, with the discusnivn ot @ grea* discuvery
which bas recently been made in that city, and
of which the Guunne gives the following acconnt :

« The new discovery which has just been made |
at Bordeaux, occupies, at present, the minds of all. !
By means of this ingenious imvention, the pres- °
sure of a man’s weight can put in motion a weight
of 200 Kilogramumnes, (about 425 lbs.) placed at
the extrermty of a_shatt about 40 inches m length.

The swiftness is double that of the rotations of the
' steam engine, under comparative circumstances; -
i but tus swittuess may be increased at will, for it
‘ depends upon the pressure imparted ;. so also,
with the force, which auements in propoition to
i the length of the shafl, and the weight placed at
its extremity.
' The machine in guestion has been inspected
i by a Jurge number of scientific persons, all of -
whom have been surprised at the reality of this
discovery. Steam, in consequence of this dis-
covery, will be almost entirely dethroned, as a
motive power. The weight of the steam-engine,
with its accessories, its fuel, and the space which
! they occupy in ships, will be repiaced by a weight
i equal to about the tenth of that of a single boiler,
{ and occupying a space of 13 feet in length by six
j and 2 half in width, at the most, for machines of

| " 2
i great power.
]
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{ Eiectro Brorogv.—Sir David Brewster, it

i seems, has become a convert 1o that part of Ani-

' mal Magnetism called Electro Biology, and which -

" consist m willing a person 1o be somebody else.
afier describing some  wonderful experiments,

i made in the presence of several scientific gentle-

‘ men, by 2 Mr. Darling, he says, “they were all ~

as convinced as I was, that the phenomena which .

we witnessed wete real phenomena, and as well

; established as any other facts in physical science.

| The process by which tle operator preduces them

! —the mode by which that process acts upon the *

mind of the patient—and the reference of the phe-

nomenz to some gene—! law in the constitution of

* man—may long rema.: unknown; but itis not

_ difiicult te sce 1n the recent discoveries of M. Du-

* bois Reymond and Maucudia, and in the laws

which regulate the relative iutensity of the exter-

" nal and intemal iinpressions on the nerves of sen~ -

. sation, some nol very indistinet indications of that .

- remarkable process by which minds of peculiar -
sensibiiity are temporanly placed under the do-

. minien of physical influences developed and di-

rected by some living agent.”

{
!

Tho Oldest Woman in tho World,

We have recently (says the Gateshead Jbserver)
received 2 wock of a lady’s hair. Genile recader do
not smile teo scen.  Formerly it was maven black;
it is now snow white—bleached by onc hundred and
ainciceh winiers.  Mary Benton, from whose tres-
scs it was shorn, was born at Keverston, near Raby ©*
Castle, 1n the county of Durham, on the 12th of Feb-
rmary, 1721; and on the 3rd of December, 1§19, she
. sent her old f-iend, Mr. John Hinchliffe, the res-

pecicd parish clerk of Guckiicld, where she was chris-
teaed, & luck of her tilv hair, in tender acknowledg-
ment of her continued remembrance and regard.—
Mr. Hinchlifle, on presen ing a pertion ol the keep-
, sake 1o a frzend, raised hiwscil up 1o bis (ol height,
and =aid, “ She i as fresh as [ am (his owa age is.
—waiks ngdt upen cad—tecds her hens and
chickens—xcams no speelacles—can hear well—and
was helping at havmaking at Elton in 1S3 He-
mighthave atded, ~and gieaaing in the 2utamn of the
llowwng year.,”  What foilows, we detive from the
infursmation of a dady whosately visited Mary Bea-
ton, and foond her engaged 1 washing her own
civthes. Her fathicd’s 3002 was Ralph Ledge, who

Y



