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THE 8T, JOON’S RIVER.

The charming river of mild and sunny
Florida isthe St. John's, Visit London with.
out meeing Weatminister Abbey, Ludgate
Hill, York Street, Regent Street or Pall
Mall ; visit Paris without sceing the Ruode
Rivoll or Place de La Concorde, or Rome
without sceing the Corso or St. Peters, but
do not visit Florida without a sail up the
8t. John's River, A noble stream it s as it
rolls along in tho pride and pomp of its
affluent waters for a hundred miles, varying

_in width from one to six miles, A clear,
broad, beautiful, magnificant atream is the
Lower St.-John's River. Then the stream
zatrows, aud for another hundred@ miles it
winds its tortuons way through swamp and
jowland, amid tangled janglez of cak and
cypross, climbing vines and hanging miatle-
toe, rank woods and grasses. Then for two
hundred miles from Lake Monroe to the
head waters of the river in Lake Washing.
ton, where you follow a channel stiit nar-
rower, more crooked and more shallow,
throngh the savannas and everglades, This
is tropical Florida, and this uppersoction of
the river js‘given over to the aligators and
to hunters and fishermen, who find it a
paradise, for the watets are teaming with
fish and the land alive with game,

Starting from Jacksonville wo find the
five-milewidestreambordered withamagaifi
cent, park-like country. Theshores prescot
a series of bold bluffla and atriking declivi.
tles, dotted with handsome villas and bam.
lets, and fringed with forests of live-oak and
groves of orange, How beautifal they are,
TWhat » sight! Oranges, oranges, oranges
—apples of gold in pictures of emerald.
How glorious the rich, xipe oranges, hang-
ing in clusters of five or ten arid the thick,
gloesy, groen folisge of a treo rising 20 or 30
ect high, and whoes boughs describe a sym
metricel curve Here land is very dear.
Everybody has an oiange grove. It is the
great industry. Many are doing well, others
doing ill. We made the acquaintance oa
the steamer of two young Englishmen who
had come out to the country, started poor,
and had done woll. They had juat made
the purchase of another grove. They had
been industrious and bad susceoded. You
oannotpuscusse aplotof ground from three to
ten acres, plant it with young oranges, and
then lie down on your back expecting the
ripe, luscious, golden fruit to drop into
your mouth. It tikes five years of culture
and care before tho trees begin to bear. A
good tree, when twenty-five years old, will
bear ten thousand oranges as an annual
yield, and thus pay a net profit each year
of abont $200. OQur steamer is gliding
along past broad, well-cultivated fields and
thrifty orange groves, and cory, quiet re.
treats along the curviog shore. YWe are
constantly landing at white villas with elo-
gant homes and pretty gardens and lawns,
while bere and there are towns of note.
Fiteen miles from Jacksonville, on the
wostern sbore, is the town of Mandarin, em-
bowered smid groves of orange and livo-cak,
bright with gardens, well.kept lawnps and
tasteful residences. Hereis the winter home
of Mrs. Harriet Beechier Stowo. Her bean-
tifal cottage was closed up, as the atate of
the Profossor’s bealth did not allow her to
léave her ncrthern home, olse wa would
bavg.paid homage to the great and gifted
authoress of *“Uncle Tom's Cabin.” Some
friends of ours called and wandered through
the garden, and carried away with-ths

the moat lively improseions in the shape of
little burrs that plerce through and irfi-
tate the skin, Jike prickling needles. Poor
woman, she is pestered to death with viei-
tors. A party of ladies who worshipped
her called to see her, but was met at tho
garden gate by the Irofessor, who very
courteously, but very firmly, refased thom
admittance. They then begged for the
gift of an orange to carry away as & me-
mento of the place, No, but he would sell
themadozen | Alashowtheirenthusiasticad-
mirationof the great personality efforveaced.
Another charming spot is Hibornia, deep-
ly shaded in the foliage of lofty magnoliss,
live-oaks, and orange groves—oyprusand
wild azalia. Farther onisMagnolia, a very
popular resort, about 25 miles south of
Jacksonville, The hotel is one of the most
elegant and spacious to be found snywhere
on the continent, and the propristor is the
owner of the San Maroo, inSt Augustine, and
the Maplewood Hotel at Bethlehem, in the
‘White mountains, The grounds are very
spaciour 2ud Jurge, and elegant cottages
farnish comlortablo quarters-for those who
prefer this mode of accommodation. The
kind-hearted owner will not allow a gun to
be fired on his premises, and, as the result
wild ducks come in millions for safety from
the hunter’s gun, and throng avd coverthe
bey, and are as tame as sny farm fowls, In
ths gardens of Maguolia, in the depth of
winter, we tasted ripe strawberrics, and saw
growing the finest of cabbages, caulifiower,
beets, turnips, corn, and other vegetables.

Alittle farther on is Green Cove Spring:
one of the most enjoyable places in Florida.
How balmy is the air, how sweet the fra.
grance from the pines, how glorious the
paths opening out upon the river, how love-
jy the woodland scenes, where but oaks
and lofty magnolias intertwine their
branches like over-arched cathedral aisles,
festooned with vines and morning glories,
the yelow jasmine and Spanish moes.
And how refreshipg is the plunge into the
swimming betha,

The spring is warm sulphur. The water
boils up from & great fissure 20 feet below
the surface at the rate of thres thousand
gallons a minute. It is cloaras crystal,
the bottom and sides of the rock being
tinted with the prismatic hues, and the
temperatury is about 78°.

The swimming pools are below the basin
of the apring—in the open air, within an
raclosure, ssy 100 feet by 40 or 50. The
water is four or five feet deep, and the
volumo flows quictly along. Tho wateris
not unpleasant to drink, and has wooderful
action upon the liver and kidneys, and
for bathing it iz most delicions, »0 warm
and soft, and full of cleansing power. A
rare luxury it was to roturn frcm the post
office with aletter from home telling of
the severcst weather—the mercury below
zero—cnter thedressing-room, disrobes amid
the song of birds, and plunge into the open
bath, thealr around you softand balmy, the
water soft apd warm.

Tho Clarendon is afine hotel. Batwe
stopped at ¢* The Pines,” a home-like and
attractive place, kept by the gemial Col
Morgan. The Colonel comes from Ken-
tucky, and, X believe, is closely xelated to
the Morgan of guerills, fame. Hiswifels
an ardent Southerner, a cultured woman,
writes with a vigorous and charming pen,
mints beactifully, plays the piano and
guitar akilfally, and, along with her other
accomplishmenta is) the most famots breed.
maker of the South. Talk of tho Vieans
baking and Swis rolls—such biscuit I never
tated, 20 light and airy they dissclved in
the mouth.

Wa found there our nest.neighbors and

friends Drs, Trout and Tefft, who, during
my stay, were’joined by Mr. Trout, who was
called suddenly South, by his wife’s severe
{lineas,

The famous walk along the river is called
8t. David's Path, or Lover's Walk, pro-
nounced the most lovely woodland scene in
the world, Words are utterly inadequate
to paint the scene. , The quiet live oaks
standing like massive columrs, and tall mag-
nolias and oypress, their far-reaching branch-
¢s interlacing overhead like the frilled roof
of some Gothic cathedral, the deep ahade of
their ever-grven folisge mingled with the
dark gloasy vendure of the maguolis, and
the dclicate feathery cypres leaf, with spols
of the aky here and there through the
openings, while gently swayiog in the
breazs depending from the over-arching
canopy, thelong gray moss drapery, with
vines and wild grape—the ground beneath
carpeted with the etto shrub—the rays
of the sun glancing through the ticted
verdurs, or the ailent moon pouring its
silver beams upon forest and river. I give
it up, and leave my readers to dream of the
sylvan scene.

Farther up is Toool, cast and west. The
principal town between Jacksonviile and
Welaka is Palatka, at the head of a fine
bay, surrounded by orange groves and
gardens. The town was desolated by firea
year ago, but signs of thrift and enterprise
abound, and it is xising from its ashes to its
old plaoce of imporhnoe.
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Leaving Medicine Hat, beautiful in its
situation, and turning the face toward the
sotting sun, after about 100 miles are passed,
the banks of snow begin to appear, outlined
sgaloat the aky. The morning sun is pour-
ing a {ull flood of light, which brings out
clearly every mountain peak, radiant in ita
snowy mantle. Those towering heights are
yet about 150 miles away, 30 that now ws
only seo the summits, and shall have nearly
a day to atudy their growing magnitude as
we approach. What a strange fascination
they exert! In the distance their ontlines
&ré all triangular, and the sppearanceas
though some God-like force 'had hesped
countless pyramidsin along line, without
much regard to their poaition or relation
to each othor. Here and there a dark form
lifts itself up above those that seom nearer,
and suggests a study—why, higher, itahonld
pot appear a3 white as others not 80 far re-
moved, But it lies in the shadow of somse
atill fore aspiring eminence, Even snow
oannot appear bright without the aid of the
golden light, and the picture of vast moun-
tains of snow is, therefore; varied by great
pyramids here and there of darkening aha-
dow, It will be from eight to Lea hours
before we can be-near enough to discern
more distinotly the individual characters of
thess ailent monuments of eteraal powers
butio the meantime the traveler’s eye will
not wander much from the one point of at-
traction, The prairie sea hags Jost whatever
charm its unrelisved monotony once pos-
soseed, It-will soon begin to rise in gentle
undnlations, that skall swell upinto the

[foot kills of the Rockies. Thewe hills,

anywhere away from the naighborivg moun-
tains, would be gigautic indeed, For more
than sixty miles we wind around smong
them. They constantly suggest the Laonght
of aschool of hiils having beer dismissed,
and tho hundreds of pupils Joing leaping
away, each according to his own particular
plensure. They are.robed in a thick cover-

ing of graas, any rock coly appearinghece

and there at rare Intervals, or breaking ont
in the highbank of & river, Their aide
slope gently up into the well-rounded tep,
Excursionists speak of having been atthy
summit of the Rockies. This languagely
deluslve. It suggestsatrain creepingalon
a rocky ledge, tuming about on ita oxn
track, and, at lmst, after strango expe.
ences, making fts goal away up in the higy
alt’tudes. But there are nosuch exper.
ences on the C. . R, line, at least noten
tho eaatern alde. You are on an upwmr
grade for many 1niles, before actually enter.
ing the gap in the mountains, and hare
risen some hundreds of feet, but havenet
been consclous of any abrupt or dificult s
oent. You enter, at last, the valley of the
Kananaskis—z valley yet wild, but fullof
elemouts of exqulsito attractiveness, Your
train moves along over a track as levely
almost any on the prairis. SBometimes you
are actuslly for a little time on a alightly
down grade, while bhigh on eithe
side rises the stupendous momn
tain wall; ard s0 you proceed ¢
the divide, about sixty miles from
the gap, and are then tunnelled throogh
into the valley of the Kicking Horse River,
and are prepared to begin the descent ca
the western alops, Here the grades are
undogbtedly steep, and railway men tel)
some pretty steep atories of trains yunning
away, when the brakes were held onso firm.
Iy as to prevent any revolution of the
wheels, which slid along the rails, emitting
all the time glowing sparks, like an ascend.
ing rocket.  Our trip ended at the divids,
30 that weo had no opportunity of obecrring
so wild a race.

No language will be too atrong to deszribe
the charm of these great mountains, Ihave
said the foothills are great. Yet when the
line of the actual' mountains is reached,
they rise up as abruptly as the wall of &
house, and their rocky sides seem to have
1o kindred with anything else in the local.
ity ; and they ooutinue an unbroken chain,
varying in form, some rising high above
their neighbors; but on either aide a coa-
tinuous wall of rock all the way to the
divide,

Sixty miles before enterirg the gap

CALOARY

was passed, This is a new city, not yet s
full year old; butits 5,000 inhabitantsbend
themselves to every line of business commos
in towns of its size, with all the ataid gr»
vity of age, and seem to underatand each
other as well asold neighbors, It lics a¢
the junction of the Bow and Elbow rivers,
and, though aixty miles away, is apparcntly
within speaking distance of the great white
robed messengers of Almighty power. The
rare beauty of the sitmation is scarcely
cqualled in all this western world, The
sunlight that pours upon Calgary will
ahine upon & visitor #o that point long after
bia departure.

This is » sort of entrepot for the vast
ranching business which extends north and
south for hundreds of milos. If thore were
n0 other causes to promote its prosperity,
this alone would make Calgary a distribut
ing centrd of great importance, and insure
it » steady growth of business and populs:
tion, as the comatantly incresmsing demand
{for western bocf is'suro to causo a constant
extenalon of the ranching enterprise. Al
the region, fora hundred miles a3d more
east of the mountains, is sdmirably sdapted
toth,.nidng of stock, The temperature
of the winter i1 relieved by the chinook
winds, 80 that herds can provide for them-
selves on the verdant hills, or in the shel:
tered: valleys, from the firat day of lifs untdl
they areroady to be shipped to market

Naturo oguld act have better adapted any
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