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happy there and thius? Bccause, wlntever men liad thoughit of flem, tley
knew that tlicy haid donc right, for they were in God's service, and hiad kept
their cons(cienccs void of offence to (odt and to man. Paul was happy thmough
he stool a pirisoner beforc Agrippa, and wheln lie lifltd hi eblined hî:nd in
bis appeal to his; noble auditor, and .said " I would to God, that iot -1nly thuli,
but atmo aIl that licar ie this day, were boti aliost and altogetler tl4chl as I
fini, except these bonds." lie did not court afflictions and perseentions, for no
dobtit if lie coill have filflled his mi.sion and been free from tlieni lie would
bave preferred it, but in spite of then all lie was happy. Now we ire tnt to
ds 1ise wlat are called temporal bplessings-though it is oftei baril t tell wliat
in tc end miay bc sucli-the joys of the friendly circle, the enmfortz of easy
circumstances, nor even wealti if Proî idence Iestows it, but nt tl C .amle time
we are to reinember that worilly things do not in themselves bring real and
lasting joys, and that w hile the body miay be paiipered to the fuill flc imnor-
tai sirit inay bC perishing in wiant, and a great void bc tlere whibdi 41 the world
cannot fil]. First, then, sati.sfy the soul ; seck for joy and peace in believing,
and youi will have tlit w lhi carth can neithergive nor take njoyicnt whiich
is ic Lord's portion for tle poor as v;ell as tlc rich, anid a preciouis antcpast
of tie pleautres at the right hiand of God for evernorc.
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God -aid unto him, Thiouî fool, thi.s night thy ouîl shall 'be veqmired of
thee : (hen lrhose siall theose thi inigs be tehiel' thu hast proridl ?" ilow soon
can inan's sinfull projtecs and expectations bc blasted ? Our tirst parents pre-
ferred their pileasure to ic law of God ; they were to rise higher and he lap-
pier stili, buit thc next inoment they were treibling culprits. Belshazzar sat
in his palace, ithi the nobility aind eauty of Babylon arouind iimi at the car-
nival; lie lield high flic wine cup and praised his gods as lie drank gaerilegiouisly
and del'iantly from flic sacred vessels which had been taken fromt the temple of
Jerusiicn. [le hait no fear of Cyrus: he stood in no awe of Jehovahi. It was
with hîimî long life and tcnjoynent; and Babylon for ever ; but that mysterious
hiand, tracing those iiiscritable letters over agaiist himii on the wall, paralyzed
him in an instant, and lie felt that God vas bringing hii to a solenin account.
llow many have their drca:im of life stretching fhr beyond, whien flcy are
.twakened to belold that there is but onec stepi between them and death ; and they
lave to take it now! We picture our future all brilliant, wvith grand ,IhIeIIes, great
woA.4s and ttahing pleasures, but, at tlc timie of ligliest expectancy, we imay
feel the arrow of tie dark archer ait our hcart. We see mîen in flit arident bustlc
of buasines, and they have to leave all for a siaked, nd firolmi u hiei thley shiaIl
risc up ino more for ever. Ve find somne hunrr. ing by steai on l:md and sea ;
for amuieiiiiment or gain ; on crrands of micrt-y or avarice: and there is a crash,
a scream; and tori corpses are scattereil ont the land, or territiei and imphui-,ing
voyager. are swaltowed l flic devoiuriiig ewave. )ne f'e, let iiim le what lie
way. good or bmd, that, w lien death commes, le de-i e-, imielyi u armg, a ingering
illness, or the failing of nature by age, any timie. inied, ratIer tiiai a liirried
moniment, or hour, or day. Death strikes is n ith greater soleminmîity and dread
wliei we tlink of i nan in hcalthy activity yesterl:ay, and to.day lie is dead.


