
MEDICAL SCIENCE

1'lVe uiay diqcern, nujscen 1before-
A path to h igher dc.e,t inies..,

One would wishi, Nwere it possible, to reviev; the
ada"sof the past volr in ihle fivld of miedical

science, but a fewv illustrations are sufficient to show
us that "''ihe 01(1 order changetb, giving lace to
1low1."i Of necessitv %ve sec miost iroinient1 the

increasec i ntcnsity cxhbhtcd on al] siçlc :in
cuquiries into the origin of clisease. l3acterio'ogy
lias made the origon of vellow fever a practical ccr-
tainty, ard to Freire belongs inucl credit. Klein
has j>usbied still h'tbelr bis enquiries regarding tbe
ini .cvecculs sr'aa/ziiu(e, and lias been upbield by
othier workers ofp)romîîiiý,ece. Sal.mon ba.s cultINvated'
with succcss the l)actcritimi of bogf choiera, and
nierous workers attest the pernianency of Kocbi's

exkrmetsregairding, the oiinI of tuberculosis.
'l'he lecture of Sir James 1?aget, elsewbiere summnar-
ized, still fur,,bcr indicates the scientific dirction
towarcl wbicb tbe clinician is looking for aid, botb
as to tbc Ori-in oi* and remiedies for thalt erible
class of diseases. Simnilarl, , lu the trei,.nencit of dis-
ease ive %vîtness tbe tuiwcarving endeavors to ind lai
gernir,ýdei andc antiseptis ilie p)ot( -it elixir of life.
Li the knowlcdgû of electrîcity - d its l)ractical uses

in Medicine, the last year bias sbiown a very marked
advance whichi gie vry indh a(,tioii of v:ider
developmnelit lu 18i S. 'J'lbe direction of mnuch
useful work is verx' admi rahlv Guttliinc4r in tbe article
by D)r. Smiall, lu this r wbe.v'1e c sec the
splendid results lu sanitary %vork a îtained by tbe
systemnaric work cf the Local Goverumiient Board of
England, wu look, and we trust not vainlv, to tbe
unie wbien a systeniatie collation of the mnany
clinical (ficts relating to clisease lu Canadaî, sball
1)ring strong stupport to the experiniental work,
carried on clsewhere, and still more to the prosecu-
tion biere. ailotngsicle of sucb collation, of experîniental
enquiry into the causation ofi'l-sease. 'Ibe experi-
c-ncc oi dote 1 two y'-.ars ago, of Ottawa witbin
the past tbree înonthis, and of mnany more liimited
ziunlicipanlities, tells us that elpiemic diseases are
flot clcad, b)ut in a fitful slunl)er ,and tb our noble
profession, filled in so large a ineasuire with the
scîentîfic spirit as well as ja chairity, we cornmiencl
as aptly illustratiîîgthe position of the truc worker,
L.oingrellow's words:

W\e hav'e flot xvings, we cannc soar;
But we have leet 10 scale and çlinîb),
Bv slowv d.-grees, b3' more and more,
Ti-.e cloudy surmmits of our time!"

CANCER AND CANCEROUS DISEASES.

N. Novemiber 1 i th, at tbe oalCollege of
S]'urgcons. nl'u the Mortoniani lectture on

the alxwe stîljec t was delivcred b)' sir J ames l>aiet,
and, were illorc_ 11ban the naine of the illusîriouis
lecîtirer necessary lu ord, r t0 interest us, il wotild
be the fact that the mubdN)îdquestion of the
origin (if cancer wvas clist:ussed t romi a stan(lloint
whichi compared witb that of eveni fifteci ),cars ago,
iiarks ii IILIVI)QSL oiutlime the influence wVhich bac-
teriological researcb bias li.,d upon the previous litiOdC
of niedical tbought as readshe oriîgin of dis-
ea.ies. I low crtîdle bave been the î'iews regarding
cancer can weil be illustrated 1y its etîniology, due,
we are told, to tberh îlue of tbe spreading
vf-ins, often seen lu the cancerous breast, to f'c
extended claws of tbe cr-il (caiice). Tlhat exist-
iug,, vijews rtegarding its oriîgin are bazy, is secu lu
,be discussions wbicb froi time to timie appear, as
to ihtbe a as a local or general origin, tbe
former believed lui by a class who wit bacterio-
logîical evidence comîplete, still dispute the con-
stitutional cbaracter of dipbîbheria.

Referring at the outset to the hope, whlicli be
tlbiiks is not a vain one, of finding the imans, per-
biaps 1ihfor preventing and even curing cancer,
1>aget believes it will nmost prolxîlly be realized 1b,
the constant careful studlv of the likeness of these
diseases to others of wbichi we already have mieans
of useftîl treatnment. W\e mi' 1) the more hopeful
l)ecatise the nearest likeness of cancer and cancer-
otîr diseases is to two otber groups of discases
concerning which there hiave been in recent uies
verv useftîl additions to our knowlIedge. "Jin one
direction we have thecir likeness to the simple or
innocent tumiors. lu the stîrgical remnoval of wbich
the risk, to life lias been diiniisbied . . . and
iu the other direc-tion we bave tbeir likeness, whichi
1 believe. to L>e miucb more intimiate, 'to somie of
the sp)ecific nd i icro-l)arasitic discases, a group lu
wbîcbi there bias been progress towards preventive
anci reniedial treaticuit."

At the ototsct lie staLes tbat wc can only acctîr-
atelý talk of cauccrous discases as aroz5with no
definlite limiiting bouincaries for its individuals. Ail
tuiniors, he says, grow witlî somie likeness to vani-
otis nattiral strtuctures of the body, b>ut secmn to
growv " as witbi a self-posscssed power of niaintaining
and increasing themselves." TFhis "purposeless


