
THE LANCET.

The' application of europhen was kept up
until cientrization was ahiuost complote, the
loss of sulstincte being entirely illled up
withuit de'formiutv. The author concludeus
in assiging to europhen an important part
in the cure (if this. without ignoring the
utility of the internal treatment. IHe points
out tliat distinct iipiroivuemuent and arrest of
theu phng.ndie prucss did not occur until
applent ions of iu-iropiuhen we-r systruatiaeelly
niade. und rurcmnds tii. use of this dru g
in allieonditions where iodoforn is ordinarily

R<OINTG'EN RAYS IN THE DIAGNOSIS
OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

AND OTHER DISEASES OF THE
LUNGS AND CH EST.

J. E. Stuiibbirt *'Yal.' Me'dien) Journal")
lhas for more tha n a yenr been using the X
rays in the d iignosies of areas orf t ubrculous
infet'tion in their incipuney. dep'ndin upon
the relative resistane to their passage
through hailth ai d disuased tissues. A
umchine with fouur-inch'b spark coil was at
first employed. but subsequeuntly it was
fouund necessary to double the pouwe'r of the
coil. Practice and a knowledge of the fluor-
oseople picture of aL normal thorax are nee-
essary for sue'ess. The patient is seated in
a chair without at back. with a Crookes tube
held beuutveen-i the suCIaIIî and the fluor-
oscopie: sereen in front of the chest. A dark
cloth. plaîcted over the tube and the patient's
shoulders, concentrates all the light on his
chest. and the outline tf the thorax appears
on the sereen in front of the patient. The
distance between the liglt and the patient
should le nhuuut one inch. which would
ordinarily miuan twelve incles between the
light îînd the fluoroseope. 1Having examined
the apices, the fluoroscope is passed up and
down the whole thoracie region in search
for other foui of diser.se. It is important not
to take thet eves from the instrument when
sliding it over the chest, lest fine points of
comparison b lost. Slight haziness indi-
entes beginning tuberculous infiltration.
Decided shadows indicate consolidation ;
circuuscribed spots ouf bright reflex sur-
rounded by dark rings, or in dark areas,
indicate cavities. Intense darkness, es.

pecially at the lower portion of the lung, in-
dicates old pleuritie thickening over con-
solidated lung tissue. Pleural effusions
givt' black shadows, the upper level of which
mîay hie agitated by succession. The
shadows of the second stage of pneumonia
iund tf tuberulous consolidation are identi-
eal. The reflex of emphysema and of asth-
«uR is aiiiuruilly clear, and the movement
(uf the dinpihragum is restricted. Stubbert
gives t table of 1) cases, comparing phys-
iunl and fliuruscoluie examuination, and be-
lieves thait his own investigations and those
of others have proved that 1. The fluoro-
suiope is ain n-•curate agent for corroborating
and extending diagnoses uade by ordinary
muthuds. 2. It is capable of demonstrating
fuui tif ttulurculous infection earlier than
th<'y e ln he distinguished by tho ear. 3. It
sliows uniiateril or bilateral enlargement or
dispul meunt otf the heart. 4. Emphysema,
iithunuuî. pleurisy,i hydropneuio-thorax and

pnumnini aia all easily recognized, and

their limuiîts demnonstrited. 5. Thoracie
auiî rismnus are recognizable in their early
stages.

SIM PLICITY IN MEDICAL WRITING.

From an editorial in The International
iua 'ual ofSr'ery we select the following:

Fii st select a title that will tell the reader
as nenr as lx>ssible wtat the article contains.
To write aL paper of value an author must
ue iidrstand his subject. He should express
his ideas and convictions in plain language,
and ani at brevity altayuï. Revise: cut
down : boil down :"I came, I saw, I conquer-
ed." All ianuscript is improved by the
boilinig process. Busy readers thank an
ut'iur for using this rare gift to condense.

Wlhen the subject has been covered, stop
writing.

Ii iiommenting editorially upon "brevity
and simîiplicitv." in the March issue of The
Lrynuuqcope, JDr. Scott fishop, of Chicago,
says:

"Wlhen a maln says clearly just what lhe
iias, in a way that one cannot help but

understand, > ou mnentally say: "That's
g 1od: I kle that," and you go on reading his
article to the end,'enticed sentence after
sentence b<y such ua plain presentation of his


