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BY G. T. McKEOUGNI, M.D., M%.R.C.S., (ENG.), CHÂTHAM, ONT.

"The frequtent necessity of resection for the relief of intestinal
obstruction isa, sombre comnientary ou the diagnostic ability of
the profession. In~ the very, large niajority oL' cases, delay in
suirgical interference is responsible7rather than tlue prinuary cause
of the iIleus.-"

These are the opening sentences of anl article read in the sec-
tioln on Surgery at the last mneeting of the Amnerican 31edical Asso-
diat ion by William J. Mayo. ottsadigsucli comments of
so wveighty anl authority, for obvious reasons it is not unlikely that
resetion wvill for somie tiîne be necessary in cases of leus to -ive a
patient a chance for life. The generai practitioeuer does not ineet
witlî cases of obstruction of the bowels so frequently that t.he diag-

flwsiili ever become so manifestly easy that his acumen w'ill enable
Iiiuii to operate hinuseif or to turn over sucli cases to flic surgeon
bef ýre nierosis supervenes. Indeed, to the most 'experienced, the
dia--nosjs is not always clear, but often exeeptionally difficuit. The
late- Dr. Nicluolas Senn wtrote, "That the wveakz sicle of> intestinal
S11rgerýy to-da,,y is the uncertainty of flic dia,,nosis." Vasculair
,str iig-ulation. occurs so rapidlyhin most cases that relief-can be
obtained only by removal of the danmaged intestine.

It is more for the purpose of in7diting il discussion of flic iost
ifl1 . rýitant question'l of the diagnosis and early recognition of cases

llcad at the meeting of the C&onadian Medical.Association, Ottawa, Jâne, 1908.


