
WRIGHT: ANTISEPTIC VAGINAL DOUCHING.

Great Britain shows that the death rate from childbirth has not appreciably
diminished in England and Wales. In fact, in certain parts of England
the death rate frorm puerperal septicemia has actually increased in recent
years. In the United States and Canada the mortality from this cause is
probably less now than it was fifteen years ago, but it is still very high.
Why is it that such a deplorable condition of things in connection with
the practice of obstetrics continues to exist, notwithstanding the flood of
light which has been thrown on the subject during the last fifty years ?, I
will not now attempt to answer the question.

Under the circumstances, it behooves us, as a society which includes
obstetrics as one of the subjects. within its province, to assist others in
carrying on a vigorous fight against, this deadly but repressible foe-puer-
peral septic&emia. With this object in view it was decided by our council,
on the advice'of Dr. McMurtry, to have a discussion'ori one of the pro-
posed preventive measures, viz., antiseptic vaginal douching, and I have
been honored with the request to open the discussion.

Since the'year 1848 antiseptic vaginal'douches have been more or less
in vogue. In the earlier years chloride of lime, chloride of soda, perman-
ganate of'potassium, sulphate -of copper, etc., etc., were' used- by various
obstetricians. So far as I know, such injections were first used in America
by Fordycé Barker,' in the· Bellevue 'Hospital in New York, about forty'
years'ago, and were continued by him as a mattérof routine practice about
t'wenty-sik'or twenty-seven years. In later years carbolic acid became the
favorite.' ý In ý1876 Ta-nier recommended bichloride' of mercury, which
to-day is probably -the favorite -antiseptic agent in obstetrical'work.' I will
ríotý'mentidti-any or the' other nimerous antiseptic remedies which have,
been used, nor will I attempt to discuss their comparative mérits.

Vaginal 'antiseptic douchibg'during the pu'erperium was' most popular
betwéenl 1875 'and' 1885'. It appeâred at 'one 'time that it would be uni-
versally adoptêd as a routire piophylactic measure. The-iéthod sêenis so
charming in its'siinplicity, ànd appeafed·so perfectly innocuous,that it'was
donsidere by niariy sômëwlhat:of a crime to"neglect'it. In'December of
1883,' about years' after Fordyce Barker: had given' u the 'raétice,
Gallard Tho'mas becamé'its 'most énthusiastic champion.' 'Iis address on
the'subjedt 'of. the -prvention"änd' treàtméfit'of pue-peralifevér,-delivered
bëfoie-theNeiv York Academy of Medicine, and theý discussid'ivhich
followêdinchidin ayapþer by Barker, read'at an adjourned ieeting, Néré
excee'dingly able", arld,'created' à reat"deal-bf interest during the yea
1884., "Th doùchingh ave' rached its "greatest height" about that time;
but since then a reaction h'a°s t-irï, and' at the presént day opinionsaré
dividëe zlst the útility of the mëasure in noriial'ses.' "

"Iconsider it' qite uiinecessa-y tö"enter' miñúutély into pàthologicar
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