884 WRIGHT : ANTISEPTIC VAGINAL DOUCHING.

Great Britain shows that the death rate from childbirth has not appreciably
diminished in England and Wales. In fact, in certain parts of England
the death rate from puerperal septiceemia has actually increased in recent
years. In the United States and Canada the mortality from this cause is
probably less now than it was fifteen years ago, but it is still very high.
Why is it that such a deplorable condition of things in connection with
the practice of obstetrics continues to exist, notwithstanding the flood of
light which has been thrown on the subject during the last ﬁfty years? 1
will not now attempt to answer the.‘question.

Under the circumstances, it behooves us, as a society whlch mcludes

" obstetrics as one of the subjects within its province, to assist others in
carrying on a vigorous fight against this deadly but repressible foe—puer-
peral septicemia.  With this object in view it was decided by our council,
on the advice of Dr. McMurtry, to have a diScussion 'on one of the pro-
posed preventive measures, viz., ‘antiseptic vaginal douching, and I have
been honored with the request to open the' discussion.’

Since the year 1848 antiseptic ‘vaginal ‘douches have been more or less
in: vogue * In the earlier years chloride of lime; chloride of soda; perman-
ganate of’ potassmm, sulphate "of copper, etc., etc., were' used’ by various
obstetricians.” So far as I know; such injections were first used in America’
by Fordyceé Barker, in the  Bellévue *Hospital in' New ' York, about forty’
years ago, and were continued by him as a mattér 'of routine practxce about
twenty-six or tiventy-seven years. 'In later years carbolic acid became the
favorite. ' In ‘1876 Tarnier recommended bichloride’ of merciry, - which
to-day is probably the favorite-antiseptic' agent in obstetrical work. T will
niot'mention any of ‘the’ other numerous antiseptic remedies which ‘have-
been used, nor will I attempt to discuss their comparatlve merits, -

" Vaginal antxseptlc douchmg during the puerperu.m was' most popu]ar

between 1875 'and’ 1885 It appeared at‘one ‘time that it would be uni-
versally adoptéd as a routirie: prophylactic measuré. Theméthod seems so’
charmmg in-its'simplicity, and appeared so perfectly 1nnoruous, ‘that it was’
consuiered by many somewhat ‘of a’ cnme to' neglect it.” 'In' December of
1883, about ‘two years after Fordvce Barker had given up the practice,
Gallard Thomas be(‘ame its-most enthusiastic champion.” "His'address on
the'stibject ‘of. ‘the preventlon ‘and’ tredtment of ‘puetperal’ fever, delivered
béfore the New' York Academy’ of* Medncme, and ‘the' dmcussmn \vhlch
followed,’ mc]udmg a'paper’ by Barker,’ read at an’ adjourned meeting, were
exceequly able,"and ‘created’ a’ great "deal-of’ interest during the’ )ea
1884 The ‘douchihg “wave reached its’ greatest helght abott'that time,
- but since then a reaction has’ seg in, and*at the present day oplmons arg
 divided 4s'to the uulll.y of ‘the measure in normal cases’ b e

v Teonsider ‘it quite’ unnecessary to’ ‘énter minuately’ into " pathologxcat



