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'\VI’) direet the attention of Teachers, Trastees, and Inspectors,
' to * Oflicial Notices”  The amended regulations in refirs
ence to Superior Schools will doubtless prove highly  bunefidal.
They take effeet in May next.  The Spring exantination will he
held during the Iatter part of March.  This will enable every caun-
didate o know the judgment of the Examiners before the first of
May. The roads will probably be in a better condition, also, than
in April It will be seen that ander Hontpaxys “any day pro-
claimed as a publie holiday thronghout the Provinee,” has been
added.  This will inclnde procliimed Thanksgiving Day, and is to
apply to the present as well as to any future term,

——
e T S aal IS

LEXIHBITION OF 1868,

UR veaders are alveady aware that thene is to be a Great

Agrivaltural and Tudustrial Exbibition of the Provivee i

October next. The prize listis very extensie. The following
will be of'special interest to teachers:—

School desks, hest styles and workmamship. . ..ooviiiin £10.00
Best model eabinet of minerals for illustration of lessons on
wineraloey i public schools, .. ... Ceeeieaeaeas oo 2000
“ mordel collection of disseeted plants, for illustration of
lessons on botany, in public schools. ..ooooviaoel 20000
“ specimen of pemmanship, business  haud,  without
ourishese . s eveineeinnnnnn. Cetteececreeaniaaens 1.00
2ud do. Ceetiiieeeteietctenariannas 200 !

Best assortinent of school apparittus for a graded schol. ...
“ o specimen of preseribed writing buoks, (Staples’) Nos. 8
aud 9, exeented by a pupil of the public schouls. ...

* specimen of preseribed writing bouks, (Staples’) Nos. 2
ail 3&exccuted by a pu[m'%f the public schools. ... 20.00

We are disposed to think that the Committee will have a good
many copy-books to examine. Here is an opportunity for the !
sood writers.

20.00

MEXNTAL OUTFIT OF THE XEW DOMINION,

—

BT HON. D'ARCY M'GEE, M.LLA.

LI politieal olservers are, T believe, now agerced. that all the
force< of i nation may be clased under three heads, of mopal,
mental, and physical force. It needs no argumont to prove, that |
in this reading ansd writing age, © the age of the press ™ as it has
bren ealled, power must be whevever true religion is, and whepe
mest intelligence, most power. It England conquers Iudia by ju-
telleet and bravery, she can retain it ondy at the price of re-educa- |
ting India; If a Czar Peter and Czarina Catherine add vast realms |
to the Russian Empire, they too, must send omt the schoolinasters |,
to put up the fences, an 1 brezk in the wild eattle they have canghe;
if a United States readhes the rank of fist power, it must. at the |
same time, send its st writers as Ambassadors of its interior |
civilization.  To this el Benjamin Franklin, Teving, Everett,
Pauldin, Baneroft, Matley and Marsh have been seleeted with the
true nstinet of mental independence, to represent the new eonntry |
at the ol conrts of Christendom; while Howard, Pavae, Haw- |
thorne, Mitchell, and other liternrey men, hiave filled inqn::l:uul cone
sular offices, by the dictation of the same sentiment of intellectual |
self-assertion.

MENTAL SELF RRELIANCE ESSENTIAL TO THE NKW DOMINION.

Regarding the New Dowinion as an incipient new nation, it
seems to me, that our mental selfsreliance is an essential condition
of our political independence 5 T do not mean a state of public
mind, puffed up on small things; an exagzerated opinion of onr-
selves and a barbarian depreciation of foreimners; a controversial
state of mind 3 or a merely imitative apish civilization. T mean a
mental condition, thoughtfiul and truc; national in its preferences, |
hut catholic in its sympathics; gravitating inwand —not outward—
ready to learn from every other people on one sole condition, that
the lesson, when learned, has been worth acquiring. In short, 1
would desire to see, gentlemen, our new national chamcter distin-
guished by a manly modesty as much as by mental independence, |
by the conscientious exercise of the critical facultics, as well as by
the zeal of the inguirer. '

- not also a reflective people? Do we master what we read 2

MINTAL PABULUM OF THE NEW DOMINIUN.

Our next census—in 1870—will find us over §,000,000: cduca-
tivnally, ws e as rudimental Tearning goes, as well advanced as
“the most thvored nations” in that vespeet,

I am indebted to My, Gritlin, Deputy Postimaster-General, for
valuable evidenee, not only of the quantity of veading and writing
matter distributed by postin Ontario and Quebee during the pre-
sent year, but alo during e List four years. Mro Guaflin sends
e these figares as to the Jettars and newspapens circulated through
the former Upper and Lower Canada offices from 1563 to 1867,
inclusive :—

Letters,  Newspapers.
1 T 1000000 12,500,000
1364. . veeeen 1,500,000 12,500,000
1860 .. 2,200,000 11,800,000
1866 13,000,000 12,300,000
1867.. veeeee 14,000,000 14,000,000

As to 1863-6¢, « I think it probable,” says Mr. Griflin, * that
the pustinastors ware not as acenrate i they should have been.”
The sam prontlonan adds that = of the fouctes s nallivns of pagpers
circulatimg this year, about eight millions are Canadian, going
direet to sulweribers from the oflices of publication, aud the other
six miflions are made up of United States and European papers
comitge into the country. Of the letters there were above ten mil-
Lons densestic wnld four millions toreign” (The close prosimation
of the two sets of figures is very remarhable)  We are by this
showing, or wigght to be, a reading people ; and if a reading, why
Or
does our reading master us?  Questions surely, not untimely to
Le asked, and so far ax posible by one man to be answered.

Our reading supplies’ are, as you know, drawn chiclly from two
sonrces, first—hovhs which are mported from the TCinted States,
Eugluad and Pranee—a foreign supply likely long to continue
furcizne. The seeand souree is our newspaper literature, chiefly

Csupplicall as we have seen, from amonge ourselves, but larecly sap-
supiplicd I from ammn Ives, but fargely su

plewented by American. and English journals.
THE PRESS AS A MENTAL FOWER.

I shall not be accused of flattering any one when T say that I
consider our press tolerably free from the license, which too often
degrades and enfiebles the anthority of the free press of the Cnited
States. Ours is chiefly to blame for the provindal sarrosses of
its views: for its localism and cgotisim g for the ahsence of' a large
and generous catholicity of spirit, both in the seleetion of its sub-
Jeets and their treatment 5 for 2 rather servile dependence for jts
upinions of foreiym atliurs, on the leading papers of New York and
London. Murcover there is sometines an eaagererated pretensions-
ness of shop superiority, with which the public are troabled more
than enough, for it is a truth, however able editors may overlook
it, that the much-enduring reader dues not,in nine eases vue of ten,

ceare one Jack straw for what this editor thinks about that ene, or

whether our contemporary round the corer has or has not resorted
tu this, or other ~harp practice in_onder 1o oldatin a paragmph of
exclusive intelligence. The reading public cordially wishiall ble
cditors better suljects than cach uthiers fanlis or toibless a2 Lhe
fewer professional personalitics one fids in dis paper, the bet _r he
likes it, in the long yun.

This newspaper Etesature fures by much the largest part of our
general reading. There are in the foue United Provinees about
oie hundsed and thirty Jouraals, of which thirta, at least, are pub-
lished dails.  OF the total number of habituad readers it is not
l»ossiblc to forn a close etimate, bat they ane probiably represented

n one-half of the male adalts of the popalation—say 4uvLy souls.
Hawever eplicieral the fonn of this literature, the effect must be
Iasting s and men of one newspaper especially, are pretty much
what their favorite editors make them. The rexponsibility of tiue
cditor is. therefore, in the precise proportion to the number and
confidence of lis readers. I they are v, or 5000, or 50,U00, so is
the moral responsibility multiplicd upon him.  He stands 1o hun-
dreds of thousands. in a relation as intimate as thatof the physician
to his paticat, or the Iawycer to his client; and only in a degmee less
sacred, than that of the pastor to his people. 1eis their harbinges
of light, their counsellor, their director ; it is not for him to build
up the gaps in their elducational trainings to cut away the prejus
dices, to cularge the svinpathics; to make of his readers, men
honest and brave, holders of truth and lovers of justice.  Modern
socicty dues not afford educated men any position, short of the
pulpit and the altar, more honorable, more poserful for good or
cvill, and more heavily responsible tosociety. The editonal charac-
ter as we know it is not above a century old, that length of time
ago, correspondents addresced the publisher or printer, but not the



