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approachi revealcd thie pre.senlce of vast numibers --- I mighît safely say
millions-of tiiese butterties clIusterimg everywhere. I counited al smlall
.space, about the siz'e of my two hand.s, on one of the trees, and there were
tliirty4w\o I uerthies suspended on it, and the whole group of trees was
hiing in a simihir incr. \\hen disturbed, they tlew iup in immense
number.', ùilling thle ait-, and afier lotn bout a short timie, gradually
Settled again. Th'iere appeared to he nioîhing on1 the trees t0 attract IIWIîî,
yet whien undisturbed îlîey appeared at this tinie, 10 lirefer resting in quiet,
as if enjoyingî the presence of congenial societv. 1 regretted. not liaving al
nlet w'iîhl mle, as I should likeC 10 have cal)ture( l a numlber of thiem 10 sce in
wlhat proportion the sexes wcre represeted in the company. 'Fheîr food
plants-tlie various sl)ecies of zlsdhpas-dlid not appear to l)e iiiiustally
(1011111O01 ini that section. f a1 iprehiended thiat many of the indivimItli
iliust have travelled some distance to be present at thisghri. ''le
Ihct that the larva. of /1ïih5/uv is but seldom aftecîed with parasites mlay
J)artially account f*br their occasional abundance i only knowv of one
Siliall ïchneuinion infresting theni. and have seldom met îvithi this.
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ate tiot the fact that ]k;IictiS ilrdh,2i515s a. seceigycmu
ail~~~ ovrNwEgland thîs sealson. 1 t is welkonthtmn l)c<5o

our butterilies have a year of great abundance, and then lire almnost un1-
known for quite a suries of vears. Tlhe cause of this is iisually attributed
to a ScarCity of insect enemies, and a, favorable season for thecir foodi.
Thîis ab)Undaflce of a specics is a, suficient reason for the multiplication of
parasitic enenlies, whichi increase tu the point of alniost total extermrina-
tion of the species ataickecd,as well as theniiselvei. Two years ago, cyihia.
icll*llii ivas very abundant, and J obtained over une hiundred larvoe, nut
one of wlhich could 1 raise un accounit of a, parasitic fly-]arvS whichi were
so abundant as to lack lootl for their own mnaturity, practically cxterini-
atimg une aniothier. Sirice then 1 lhave not sen al sîng'le car-dui. Wheithier
ilie parasitie fiy is commuon 1 amn iniable t0 say. 1 arn confident that lu)
.sonie extent thie iabove is true of nîany species, but VD. tz;rc/iz/pus îîever bas
Iu nmy kniowledge anly eniieis, for this year 1 have raised abuindanice of
larv,-e and takecn nrany chrysalids; but ill %ere sound. Tlherefore we nîlust
huniit for sonie other cause of thieir disappearance. 1'erhaps othlers more
interested in I.epidoptera than nyself may have gathered facts whichi iih

îhrw iht 111)01 this suibjcct, and tu draw out thes e. eperiences induces


