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been frequent enougli. The niyth of
the suni goddcss lias also liad a general-
Iv favorable influence on the con-
dition of -woxnen. The chief deity
of Sintoists is a feinale. Tlic înost
gorgeous temuplein Japan is the Sin-
to te'iple, reareti to the suri godIdess
in the Province of Ise. Shie is regard-
ed as the giver of ail life in nature,
and tiierefore the goddess of spring and
of hiarvests. In the springtinie festi-
vals and processions are instituteti in
lier lionor.

0f thc long succession of sovereigns
nine hlave been woînen. Naturally,
therefore, thc female sex escapes
the degrading estiniate Nvlîich obtains
in niost Asiatic counitries. MWoînen
are not secludeti as in China or India,
and there is in Japan soinething
whichi approxiînates to our ideas at
hiome.

A religion whvlichi is so strangely
natura listie iniglit be expec.tcd to be
Nvenk on its ethicail side. It is Dot a1
creeti of strong inoral Ipewcr. Thiere
is le:ýs of "1tbou shllt and "'thon
shait not" than in i nost faiths. The
sexual relations, especially anioug thc
rural populations, are lax andi the pro-
t'est of conscience is feeble. Yet in
the comimnon ethics of lufe ln ail that;
conceras niutual riglits, Sintoisin
presents a botter record thann miany
systemns of more rigiti law. It is
-ilwavs the. sin thnt breaks over a
strong moral codle that heroines the
niost lîinilous. Sintaisml lias no
1positively corrupting doctrines or
ri.renmonies like tiiose of Hinduismi or
the oId nal w-orslîip. It has 11 vile
,and demoralizing promises like thiat
,of the Moinea' evn t bs
Do legenivs of vicins conduct la its
gotis as liave iiiîst lîcathien systenîs,
.incient, anti niodlern.

BIIDDISMI.%T
]3nddhisin entered Jaa abut 51512

A. D)., and froin tint tinie interetiîîg
c.lianges occurred i mutually hcetwveent it
aint the Jaaeefaitli. The two sys-
teins vere -dike in dispensing wvit.h a
Creator. Sintoism, as well ns its new

neiglibor, considered the universe aî
eternal, subject only to developuient
by ziattiral growtlî or by generation.
Tiiougli the Japanese, unlike the In.
dian faith, recognizeti the existence
of a supreine deity from whioni tilt
two divine progenitors enianated, yet
it inade no practical account of l:aî.
He Nvas nover ~osipd

The two systenis appear to have e.
ercised a degree of inutual toleration,
andi both adnîitted the claimisof Confu.
cianisin, which iii Japan, as iii Chiina
and Korea, became Iargely tiie faitl
or cuIt of thc intellectual classes. T.he
favorite illustration by whlîi tilis
tolera.it spirit -%vas expressed rail tlu:
Tiiere are nîany paths -wlîch lead to
the top of Fusyama, ecch approachling
froin a different side, but whien they
reachi thc sumniit, they ail alike
comîmandia, vie"- of thc wvorld.

In soine respects Sintoisîn and
lluddhisni rendereti to cadi otlier a
miutual service. Tie former, like
otiier systems of sun wvorship, dorel.
opeti a great aversion to death rad
corruption. As ivith the foflowers of
Zoroaster, so ivith a-i Sintoistsç, thep
contact of the deai -%Vas considered
polluting. Andi thore -.va.- butsig
attention given to the hiereafter.

Buddhisin, on thc other baudff, iiîag.
nifieti tIc issues of the fuiture. It %va,
more sombre in spiritand looh-ee] ipen
(lCath as olnly ai transition to othEr
forins of life. But oni the othier linna
Buddhisun lheluan w arlelio
toilmarriage.lt ssstihyq d
to the reproduction of lifé. Ifs ccli.
bate priestlioodNvere oit of pkictz
the mnarriage feast, wbliieSiinto prîiesý
tbemscelves fathiers of famnlies ~rin
full symipathy Nvitiî it.

For n, thousat Tears. flîcrefmme.
niarriages were under tile dirediim
of Sinto priests. %viii the 13iiddhi
bonzes cîfficiatetI ait the fuinenî.l,; MFe
airrangement, was finally hrnken c1
through the je.iloiisv of Ilner
nient. As,%witb tlie (7hurcli of Rcln-.
.,o witi hIe Buddhîist Sulz l
p)over over the dying ande tlic dma


