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TALES o' THE BORDERS. .

been wo called alter his own relations. His
earnings did not exceed eight or mne ehil-
lings a week, but even out of thlssum he did
not permit the one half to go to the suppoit
of his family, and that half was doled out
most reluctantly, penny by penny. For 20
years he had never entrusted his wife with
the management or the keeping of a siugle
sixpence. With her, ol'a veiity, money was
but a sight, and that generally in the small
est coine of the realm. She seldom had an
opportunity of contemplating the giacious
countenance of his Majesty, and whern she
had it was invariably upou ecpper. I she
needed but a peuny to comjlete the cooking
of a dinner, the cliidren had to run for it to
the fields, the quarry,orthe hedge-side where
their father might be at work, and then 1g
was given with a lecture against their mo-
ther’s extravagance! Extravagance
deed ! to support seven mouths for a week
out o” .ve shillings! I have spoken of din-
nere, und I should tell you that Lread was
geen inthe house but once a day, aad that

only of the coarsest kind. Puotatoes were tie

etaple commodity, and necessity taught Mrs.
Donaldeon to cook them in twenty differan

ways; aund although butcher meat wasiever |

seen beneath Andrew’s roof, with the excep-

tion of pork of their own leeding, in a veiy '
small portion once a week, vet the Linduess:
of the cook in the squire’s funily, who ccea-

sionally presented her with a jar of Aitcien-

JSee, enabled her to dieh up hLer potatoes iug

modes as various and ralatext!e io the han-
gry, as they were creditable to tier own inge-
nuity and frugality. Andrew wasamanot
no expensive habits himseil; he Lad never
been known to spend a penny upon figuor of
aoy kind but once, and that was at the chris-
tening of his youngest child, who was bap-
ticed in the houie, when it being acold a
stormy night, and the minister having far 1o
ride, and withal being lalouring uuder
cold, he said he would thank Andiew lor a
glass of epirite. The frugal father thoughit
t!xe last born of his flock hid made un expen
siveentry into existence, but handing two
pence to hisson Pau!, he desired him to bring
a glaes of epirits to hia reverence. Tiie spi-

rits were brought in & milk-pot, buta milk- ]

pot was an unsightly and an unseemly ves-
el out of which to ask a minister to drink.—
The aaly piece of cryatal in the house was a

footless wine-glass out of which a grey linnet |

m:l;t.‘?nd t&ere wuas ne alternative but to
rom the cage, clean it, pour the pi-
s into it, wnd hand it, botiomless as 1t wae,

in- I

a

1o the clergymua, and this was done acy ,J
mgly. For twenty yearsthis was ali g,
Andrew Donaldson was known to have 4 ;
yon ale, wine, or spirits; and as from the-
' riod that his children had been able to wl
“he had not conti:buted a single sixpen
Lis carnings towar!s the maintenance ¢f -
Lonze, it was generally believed that hec:
" not be worth less than twn or three hune
rpounds Where he hept his money, o,
lever, or who was Lie banker, no one c,
“te!l. Soume believed that he was saving
arder to emigrute to Cavada and purd,
land, but this wasouly asurmise.  Forwe
and acnths e was frequently wout tom:
fust the deepest anxiety, s mpate
vas piteous to behicld, but why he wasa s
f jous and impatient no one could tell. Tk
fitsof anxicty were as fiequently succee;
hy ot:ers of the deepest despondeney, ©
Sduning beth Lis wile and children fcare.}
iook b1 his free, to speak ormove in Lis |/
sence. As his despondency was won’
wear away, lus penwiousness in the &
decree increased, nnd atzuch perivds aw
for the mo:t secessary purpose was o
nate'y refuseds y
Suchi was the Lfe and habits of Ané»
Douald=m, uatil his son Paal, who was:
JJi'est of hus fanuly, had attanied the ages
Three and twernty, and his daughter Rebcr;
the youngest, was seventeen, wlheu c:‘
Saturday evening he returned from then
iet town, so changed, o elated, (thoughs
dently not with strong deink,) so kind 3
"happy, and withal eo proud, that his il
é:md his sons and danghiers marvelled,:\
, locked at each other with wonder. Hew1
led backward aud forward across the &4
I with his 2:rms crossed upon his breas: 1
! head thrown back, and he stalked with
'nmjestic st de of a etage-kug in atiag.
' He took th:e fragment ol’a mirvor, whichs
e fasterned in pieses of parchment b
azainst the wail and endeavoured as hei]
Umight, and as its size and its Lall triangue
“half eirealar form would admit, to su
. himeelf f:om Liead to foot. His family g2
i at him and at each other with increased.
| topishment.
l “T'he man's pnssessed !’ whicpered}
i Donaldson i terror, :
i Hethrust his hand into his pocket, hed
L out a quantity of silver, '
"« Go, Miss Rebecea,” said he, * and o
John Bell of the King’s Head to send M&
Donaldson a bottle of brandy, and a botd’,
hs best wine: instartly.” 5
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