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;
KIND THOMAS; OR, THE DRUNKEN PARENTS.

[A TRUE NARRATIVE.]

Henry. Mother, | want

to sk you if little Edward
and Mary's mother was in-
temgerate ?

Mother. No she was
not. She wa< A very in-
duatrious, intelhgent wao.
man, and a kind mother.

Harriet. But, mother,
‘what made them cry when
the teacher asked them
about their fatker

Mother. 1 suppose they
e perage ey

;. an they
then thnuzhtp:lt t?\':i‘r kind
dead mother, and of the

AN R
. . |i{ ".
oure which she took of , I i '5

them, and how very differ- :
ent wastheir situation now |
she was e. But some °
lttle children have inten- - §

mothers as well as !
m:n] and then their con-
dition is worse than was :

Edward and Mary's before
theirmother died ; for they
not ouly F" without neces-
tary fond and clothing, but
are often benten andstont-
ed crunlly,

Henry. Wit mother
please tell us about such &
amily ?

Mother. Yes, I know of
a very affecting case of
drunkenness in both the
pareuts, aud in wiich the

children were reduced to
great misery. One even-
Wig last summer, a3 a man
named Thomas, was re-
turning home, ubout eight
o'uclock, his attention was
called to a littlegirl on the
side walk, who was erying
hitterly. He woon ascer-
tamed that she was the
tame little girl to whom he
bad given wictuals and

. other aecessaries at different times. He kindly asked ber why she cried.
She said her mother badseut her into the street to beg money to buy w his-
Kkey: that she could not procure aey, and if she_went home without it, her

mother would both beat {.e Kind Thomas took the hittle gul by
the hand, and led her to he house where he lived, aud gave her some fom?.
of which she nppeared to stand very much in need. Then, as soon ae he
could be s from his wurki he aganin took the litile grl by the hand and
led her to her home. There, he found her father and mo*her both drunk ;
the mother alvo was very sick, oceas.oned, nodouht, by dr-nking, poverty
snd waat. Several children were on the four crying fromm hunger aund
neglect.
enry. What & cruel father and mother ! Did Thomas go there ara'n ?
Mother. Yes, the next night he weot again to the honse. but the door
was fastened, and the house was all dark. lowever, the children withem
cried and mouned so piteourly, and sormed ~o tich distressid, that Le pu-Led
at the door and foreed it open.  Haviy obtained a light, he found the maother
decrd, the futher drank and hefpless. the children on the fluor cryiug, and the
bonse in an mdescribahle state of filth and confu "o,

larriet. Poor children! What did Thomas do ?
Mother. He did all he could that night to make them comfortalile, by

the next day, Thomas was found at the scens of woe. The father was still
druuk, and no ?rv;mratmn hud been made tor the soterment of the decemsad
wife; amd with more than brutish indilerence he declured he would not
procure & coitin.

Herry, What did Thowas do?

Mother,  He it washed the poor little children clean, ond then went to
the Polce Othce and procurad a cotlin, put ti-e corpse into it lumsaelf, attsmded
to the bural, and then bhad the children taken to the alins-house.

Harrict. Thowmas was very kind. But waa it drunkenness killed that
woman ?
Mither., No doubt it was: and probably she wis intoxicated when she

died, for ‘Thomas found she drunk a large quautity of whiskey that duy.
Hexay, How did she procure it 2 Did hittle Jane go again to beg money ?
Mather, Teannot tell. But people who love ardent sparit, aud drink eo
much, vl Gt wavs to procore it
fronrg. Why, mether, what wicked men those wust be who will sell rum
when *hey know it does <o much bart,
Mother.  Yeo they dovery wrang 3 andwhenthe day of rermbation comes,
T Wad oneh et er be Kot Thomas tha s 2i he is Low o servant, than to he

clearing np the room and procuring them some oot and 1lea feit them

one of those who cold Lanor to t eve degraded parents, thereby runnug them
there with their dead mother aud drunhen father till the morng.

Eurty | amd uey r.ving their cluldren of bread.
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TEETOTAL PROCESSION AND SOIREE, AT DUMFRIES, SCOTLAND.

[ABRIDGED FROM THE DUMFRIES TIMES.]

Our readers are aware that an Abstinence Society ' it was agreed that a procession of the members of the
from all intoxicating drinks was organized in Dumfries : institution should take place on Friday last. The
in January last, and that since that period meetings ‘ period for the procession was admirably chosen, being
have been regularly held on the Tucsday evenings of i the second day after the Rood Fair, a scason on which,
each week for the advancement of the cause. With i according to ancient custom, journeymen and appren-
the view of affording to the fnhabitants of the town ; tices, were wont to treat themselves with an extra
snd its vicinity an exhibition of the cffurts .of the ! degree of indulgence—to spend the earnings which they
society, and of the success with which these exertions ! had saved during a few preceding weeks, on whiskey,
bad been crowned, as well as of riveting more closely 1 and also on processions which not unfrequently
the attachment of the members themselves to the prin- | terminated in rioting—and scenes connected with the
ciples of the association, and thus fortifying them more | police-ofice. A remarkable change, however, was
strongly against the temptations with which they might | observed this year, and which must have been a source
be assailed, and of augmenting the number ofits fricuds, | of intense delight to every well constituted mind,~—for



