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is gctting inta its propcr place in tise attention of Christian =cri;
And WC fcel assorcd that but a short tinte rnuf t pass cre tiiere is a
miglîty stirring amongst evory denoînination. There acems
eometlîing like presuimptian in sorie interpretations givcn of tise
voice of God in his Providence; but it is our duty to try to knowv
whût hiz dispcnsatians mean, and in bis putting forth hiq hand
and touchîng, se as to wither, se large a portion of tho food of'
Mali, lie niay desire ta czill our attention to tl1w destruction of
an immense ameunt of the bounties lie so iibcraliy bcstuws, and
destruction, too, fer thse pin-pose of producing tisat wisich tends se
mnucli to tise ruin of tise happiness of man buth bore and hiere.
after. IVc <'an admit tu the fou extent the secondai-y cause of
the loss of tise potato crep, if that can bc found out, without at
ail dcrogatinig front tire lionour and glory of flin, who, iiiiscif
uncausod, is yet thse First Great Cause. And while hoe lias nover
left himif wiiout a witneS of bis gaodncss in that lie tics given
us rain from, licaven and fruitfui seasons, filiîng- Qur becarts with
food and gladness, he lias also frcquently tcstified of his justice
and his batred cf sin, by sending on mnrn judgrments of famine
and pestilence, in saine cases whcrc tise second cause is scen, but
uftn wbere it scemns ai; if the angel of deata and destruction,
immcdialely canîmissionedl by God, was presciit tu destroy.
However it bit now, in tic matter cf tise prevalent famine -n
Great Britain and Ireiand as respects secondary causes, aind wvhite
owning a i-st cause, WC ought tu look for lte cuber; ycî WC do
rejoice to sec tisat this fearful judgnient lias led many tu question
tise right of mari se te alter tc natural gifla cf God's bounty, as
tu foi-ni from ît sometising se pregnant with ail cvii as alcoiolie
liquora are. The idea lias hapjpily got inte tie minds cf men,
wiso, once alive te il, wili flot rest untit thcy arc tlienselves satis.
ficd, and tisat satisfaction, wc doubt not, wvill rCerUt in lhiser urging
on others aIse tise truth wisicis lias cenvinced thocniselveq. Andl
we hope that thse famine of 1846-7, arîsing fromn the boss of tise
patate erep, wili bc long remeiinbcred as an era in te istory of
Tempcrdne Societica-as a tinte wh'len tic truthe they endea.
voured te inculcato received a migîity impetus. It dees seet sad

isait whîite thse destruction cf mucii food in the brcweries and dis.
tilieries is admîttcd by ail, the impression cf its improeor conver.
sien inte tisat wbich causes crime and slarivat-.on, (whitc the vcry
existence cf tliis cause proves that mucli wlîicb inight have re.
iievcd tise want lias bcciî lost.) seenis still te lie se wcak. Wc sec
ibis in the suppascil nccer-sity te intrcducc a suibs4itite for thse
barley end other grains lutheroe uiscd in distillation ; fer appa.
rentiy tlle fi-st tîteuglit in tise public mind wvitI reforence to thc
destruction of food in distilleries seemas te have bccn, il is vcry
truc, tisat ilhere is a grrat baqs in this way, but wc miust bc carcful
not le, cause greater mischief by taking nwav the other nicecsse-
rie# cf lific, parter, aie, whiisky. &'c., i-e musi make provision fer
îiscm. Accordingly, tise distillers, b)rcwcra, &c., get permission
ta manufacture thecir w-ares out of sugar îmd mnol.tsc., ird thus,
neas tu )ppo&sed, sevorai important cnids arc guizncd. Firstiy, Ile
drinkers of spirits, parter, and aies, are satisficd, since, corme w-bat
will, thcy get their beverttgc, endl arc quite indilîcrent whcîhicr it
cerne fram barley or sugar. Secoîidiy, tise distillrr arc aatisficd,
hecause, notwithqtanding tise barrer cxprlrcssod la> sortc Lendon
paper ait tise idca of thea pric of iscer and poýrter bcing raisi,
thcv hare advanccd! thse price, and find tisaI theci can make theet
cse-per fi-rn mnolasses. Thirdly, thc Govcricnt is pilcascd nt
tise idea of tic revenue bcing at Iczisi net diminiFhcd, and possibby
considcrably ituginented, by this picce cf legisiation ! Fourîlîly.
sometising, ealled thse WVcst India intcrest, is in bigla ge, becatise
there is likely te bct a morz livciy mar-ket for tibeir stuple, wbicii

is ta bo admiîîcd at a low duty for the purpase of beingy transmuted
inte rum, or sonseîiing similar, and quite as bad. Amnid ail tisese,
it is ieft lu a fcw te protest agdiitst the destruction, b>' distillation,
cf grain, wticis ougit te bc useil as fend, witisout ever tîîinking il
necessary te previde a substitute ; and, at the first viow af tise
case, it would seern as if tise cause cf tomperance had gaincd
notiiing b>' tue exeliange. Stili, wo hope it bias net been in vain
tisat attention bas been calîcil te tise fact, tisat, in order tu tise
production cf tisat wisicb causes ruin bore and bei-cafter te tisou.
sandsa unnuali>', se largo an amonrt cf tise creaturea of God, in.
tended fer tbc lealîliful s'îstcnancc of inan, is destroyed. One
thing- la sure, tisat net mucis is to bo liopeil fer fi-cm laws and law.
inakers, until the community w-ho appoint the latter are beîter
inferrned an titis peint. If tiîey are persuaded te listen te tise cry,
IStop te distilleries," it wibl nat bo te put a complete stop te their

werkîing until after tliey have discovercd a substitute. We muai trust
littie to tîicm, and very mueli tu the urging every wisere, in soason
and eut cf -;eason, w-bat îliîy ma>' consider a nostrum, but wisat
wc iîeld ast an undoubted truts, tise prineipbaocf Total Abstinence.

PRIZE ESSAYS.
Tise Ccn'.mittc ef te 'Montreal Tetnperancc Society, having

resolved te pubiisi and distribute, moiîtbiy, te every family in tise
eîty, a four.pagce Tract, te bceontitied, "I Tur MaNTREAL Tgsi.
i'ER.INCE: SOeuE-ri-S Me,.-rîLY Vîsrea," du isereby propose tL
foilowing subjeets for Prize Essaya, viz.:

1. 1i neyer take aîîy thing te burt myseIf."
1). "Tsere is as muels barim donc by eating as drinking."1
3. "De net tue Scriptures ceuntenance tise use cf intoxieating

drinks?"
4. Il Te whaî extent should legislalion bc brought ta boar an

lte tralffc in intexicaiing drinita?"

The fi-at three subjeetaç arc tise objections inost commonly made
te juining tIse Tcinperance Society, and tise lait is one whiich
muîst nccessariiy soon. engage tise attention of titis ccmmunity.
Anv one ;b wiii fairiy incet and expose lte failacies eantaincd
in tise first tisrcc, wiîb do mnucit te induce mon voluntarily ta ai>.
stain fret intexic;iting drinks; and any anc w-ho wiil convince
the public cf tise propriety of restraining tise dcsoiating traffie in

thison by law, i-ill perisapa de mucli tewards diminisiting tise tcmp.
talions in tîte w-ay cf the wcak andl the unwarv.

On account cf Ille lewv mate of tueuir finances, autd tue large
expenditure censequent upous tise publication and distribution ef
Ilte tracts, Ille Consmitîc can otnly offer prizes cf siait value;
sud titey tisink lise itost appropriate, and lte moct iikecly lueon.
gage mîîuîstcrs and othora un tlt:.simtpor-tant service, wîll ho a
Stunday Sciol Lib-ar>', ta lte v-aluc of £M in cadi case. The
i-cal prize, itowevcr, bcing-1 lie liope cf doing good.

The essaya are te ho short, in erder le bct witin te canîpau of
a feur.page tr-act ; distinctly u-rittcn, in order tisaI tlecjudges may
have a fur appcrtunitv cf judging cf tîteir tnrta; and thcy are
lu bct sent in frcc cf expeilse, on or before Ille fi-st day cf Junc
noxt, lu, bi-. R. D). Wadswerth, Corrcspnndiiug Secctary, No. 4.
Exchsange Court. Tite tesmn3s.siîoiild ho anienvnoup, but cacs bc
acconpzilicd w-ilsi a scalcd! note, cantaining tue name and address
of the aullier; and scte word or motte must bc chicen by cz-eii
aultaor, w-hidi is te lic iuuscribed on te aulside bath cf te esay
and tise accompanying note. Competent judgca w-ut be Slcctcd

1by tise Socicty; and il us undcnstoud, titat tîtougi only one essy
on -acli subject shall rcccivc tise prize, yet die aiirs %vit] bct at lt
disposai of tise Montrcai Tenîperance Society, te publish in hIe


