9 WV IBW OF A SERMON.

to hicar 1t whispered, that another sort of
preaching than ** the Cross of Chnst,”
would b really more useful,and give great-
ersatisfaction. These persons—sage in
therr advice—would not object to a small
pottion of doctrinal preaching, and they
cven hint that the time may come when
1t would be useful to preach the doctnine
of the Cross somewhat fully among them.
But, inthe mean time, good plam moral
discourses are, on all accounts, wore suit-
able. Now, all this, and mnch more, is
endorsed in public, by their blank indif-
ferency, whenever the doctrine  of the
Crossis broughtiuto view : while in pri-
vatz, the minister mects with broad hints,
and cold lovks, and dark surmises about
men ruining their uscfulness, by dwelling
too much on the doctrinal portion of re-
ligion. Now, if' the preachor be aman of
high moral courage, all this will just tend
to make him so much the more resolutein
proclaiming the doctrines of the Cross.—
It is, however, no great disparagement to
a man to say, thatcven although pious, he
way want firmness of mind. Hence, itis
more than possible, that, under the influ-
ence of the temptation which we Lave sup-
poscd, some good, buttoo comphant men,
might be induced to draw off’ from the
more prominent ground, the peculiar doc-
trines, and placcthem in the shade, until,
torsooth, the mund of the people is prepa-
red, by a difie;ent soit of instruction, for
giving them a more favourabie reception.
But not satisfied, 1t may be, with keeping
what he knows to be the very essence of
religion out of sight, the preacher endeav-
ours to bring in the doctrines by stealth,
and take the peonie by surprise. God hates
eapediency, whenitamplies a fear of dis-
pleasing men, shovld they see the truthas
itis. Thisisnetalt  Those intended to
be thus caught sce the snare, and at once
pity and despise e who cmploys it Tuey
zive him no creait for honest intenticns.
Heeaps the renward that might Le expect-
cd—2dishonour : and what is tar worse,
uuth is injured  Courage, fourless and
houest, wonld save from alt ths; and
ultimately produce much that is vond, and,
to the preacher, much that is credaalle,m
the besteenge”

This descilptien s graphic and appli-
vable in the min, to cases which occar
within the obscrsativn of alost all in-
telligent Ministers of the Gospel.  Oer
atthur s, howerer, comnmitted o wis-
“ahe i represcnimg the affnce of the
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Cruss, as occasivned  exclusncly by
doctrinal preaching. No doubt, the bold
assertion of therighteousness of Chnst,
as the only foundation of the sinner’s
hopes towards God, docs cross the pnde
of the natural mind ; but, some of' its
strongest tendencies, and most inveter-
ate habits, are not less divectly grappled
with, by therequirements of repentance,
self-denial, and scparation from the
world, which must ever be urged in
connexion with the testimony of ke
Gospel. There are in some religious
communitics not a few, who, from the
traininy in orthodoxy, through which
they have passed,can bear with nothing
but doctrinal preaching, while yet they
are ready to take offence, and to stum-
ble, when the demand to fursake all in
affection for Christ, is pressed home
uponthem. Many now, asinour Lord’s
own day, are offended at such suyings
as these; “Except ye cut the fiesh of the
¢ Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye
« have no life in yon. Whoso cateth
% my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath
« otornal life.”  But, more, we believe,
are repelled from the Kingdom of God,
by these and similar declarations: “Ve-
«rily, I say unto you, that a rich man
teshall hardly enter into the Kingdom
“of God.  And again, I say unto you,
3t s easier for a cunel to go through
# the eye of a needle,than for a rich man
« to enter into the Kingdom of God.”
"The crror to which we have here adver-
ted, arises merely from the want of ex-
plicitness : in ancther part of the dis-
course which we have quoted, oar au-
thor shews that the preacking of the
Cross, to which the ofitnce aitaches, is
not the bare capositicn of' the cutierings
of the Son of God.

But, we have done ; we have noted
freely suine of the bleunsies which are
found in this discourse, wudy « thout be-
i hypereriticrl. we condd have peanted



