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" Gifted with gluat goo(l taste, Qucen
Alexandra duriîîg lier careur as Princess
of Wales lias given untold pleasuî'e by
that wlclî slie lierseif takes iii the study
and collection of wvater-coIour draNwings
and otlier -works of art, An accornplishied
inusiciaxi, she could interpret and enjoy
the best, compositions of WVagner, Clhopin,
Schubert, and tlîe otlier niasters of inelody
and harnîony.

" The Qucn never liad any syrtnpathy
wvith tlîe extravagant ostentation wvhielh
is the banc of so niany fanîjlies in these
plutocratie days. Aithoughiat tlie lead of
Society and the centre of the Court, se
bias lived as siuiply as possible, and bias
always taugilit her dauglîters tlie sanie
lessons ilîieh she learnied in tlie frugal
àays of lier youtlî. Slîo is expert ivith
lier needle, and taught lier dauglîters to
cut eut and mako tlîeir own frocks, aîid
is said to have excitcd the admiiration of
Sandringliaîn cottagers by tue skill witlî
ivhicli slîe lias lîeeled stockings. Uer ex-
travagances-for every one lias extraa-
grances-is in tlie direction of personaM
charity, and in giving away tlîingrs. (hie
wlîo knew lier well said, ' If you give lier
£1,OO0 a year to, live upon, slîe Nvill
spend £2,000 a year upoîi herseif and
ive tie otlier £8,000 away.' It is the

k-ey-note of lier disposition.
" Anotiier note of the Queeîî's cliarae-

ter 15 thit of inotherliood. She 15 quite
as careful a, miother as Queeîî Victoria,
and quite as scrupu1ous in tlîe care wvitlî
wluicl slîe brings up lier (laugliters."

Few monarchs have ascenléd -Lne
throne so well equipped for the du-
ties of rulership as King Edward.
For in addition to an unrivalled
knowledge of men and affairs, flot
only in IEngland, but also abroad,
lie is well read to a degree that is
generallv ignored. Not a single
new book of importance appears in
either Englishi, German, or Frenchi,
that does flot receive Kin,- Ed-
war(l's attention, and every Iiterary
"eprimeur-" is read and discussed at
Marlboroughi House or Sandring-
hami long before its review appears
in the London press. I rememb-zr
M. Gambetta expressing to me on
one occasion the most unb -unded
surprise thiat Queen Victoria's eld-
est son should have read s0 nmuch.
On the occasion of the great French
statesmian's first mieeting with Kingr

Edward at a dejczuncr at the Ilotel
Bristol, in Paris, literature coîîsti-
tuted almost the sole and only
theme discussed attable, and a wvork
wvhicli no one prescîît but Gambetta
an(l his royal host lîappened to, have
read-namiely, the memoirs of Nas-
sau Senior-becamne the topic of
most interesting conversation. To
showv howv very catholic are thec
tastes of King Edward and of bis
consort in the matter of liter-
ature, I may mention that about
the time of the assassination of
Czar A'.exander II., I had occa-
sion to, despatchi to, Sandringhiam,
at their personal request, a large
package of Nihilistic literature,
wvhich I had collected, includ-
ing Tchernyshevskv's " What is to
be Donec?" and other equally revo-
lutionary writings, iii order thiat
they mighit mnake themselves thor
oughlv acqtiaintel wvitli the ideas,
the doctrines and the aims of the
revoluitionary party in Russia,
about whichi littie wvas known at the
time.

King Eclward -lias neyer poscd
for being a man of superlative in-
tellect, or as a savant. Yet hie pos-
sesses soinething more than a mere
smattering- of science. and I have
often heard tlie late Lord Playfair
declare that his former royal pupil
knew a great deal about chemnistrv.

Aside fromn any question of stucl-
ies wvlich lie may have pursued *Ii
days goone by, it must be borne iii
minci that for forty years past lie
hias become personally acquainted
with ail the nmost distixîguisliecl mcii
0oe the day,bothi at home and abroad.
When prcsented to hlm tlîeir main
object lias almost invariably becïî
to create a lasting, impression upon
his mind iii connection wvithi that
particula- science or craft iii whiclî
thev had adhieved emninence. and
thev conseruently may, be said
to, have endeavouired to impart to
him during- the course of tlîeir iii-
terview the very pith and creani of
ail tlîeir learning. 'I'haîiks to this,


