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shorter than the others. Each key shoufcd have a hole
bored Ilîrougli it, as shuwn in Fig. j.

TUhe sinail bridge h, a piecte of wood a quarter of a.u
inch high aîîd tlhrce-sixteeiithis of ait inch %iîde, wvhicl is
mîade to lit the groovc <Fig. i, A), wvitb four notches e'ut
in to conduct the strings. A siilar bridge, with only
one notch, and a quarter of an inch long, will answcr for
the fifth string.

'l'le large bridge is made of a pmccc of %vood two iches
long, fiveceigbîbis of an inch %vide, and a quarter of an
inch thick. 'l'lie shape of the bridge cai be seen iii thle
illustration of the finishied banjo. Five notches an equal
distance froin cach other should then be cut in the toi)
edge of the bridge.

'Thîe tail-piece is the piece to which the Itrings are at-
tachced at the lower end of the instrument. It is nmade
from a piece of liard Wood an inch and a lialf long, an
inch and a quarter %vide, and a quarter of an inch thick.
Five sinall holes an equal distance al)art and a quarter of
an inch froni the cnd of the piece of Wood nmust first be
drillcd, and throughi the sinall end two boles a quarter of
ain inch apart and thre.cightlis of ani inch froin the end
should be drilled to allowv a piece of wire about six inches
iii lengthi to pass tbrougbi theni. A l)icCC of tin an inch
and a quarter long and tlîree-quarters of an inclh wide,
bent so as to fit on the edge of tlîe box, will be required.
Strings cai be purclîased rit almost any music store.

Having purchased the strings, begin to put the v'arious
parts togetlier by fittiiîg the lindle tlîrough the lioles Ini
the cigar box and the small bridg'es iii their respective
grooves. The tail-piece is then fastened close to the end
of the box by twisting the %vire around the projecting
picce of broomistick aîîd staying il. Place the I)iece of
bent tin on the edge cf tlîe box, uîîder the 'vire hioldling
the tail-piece, îlîus prevcnting the 'vire from daniagiiîg
the box, Fit the keys iii the key-board aîîd the short
key iîîto the liole in the side of the liatdle. Knot the
strings before threadiiîg thein througli tlie botes in the
tail-piece. I3efore tiglitening the strings the last bridge
is placed under the strings, two and a liaif inclies firomn
the end of the hox, aîîd your binjo is fluîsied.

Some little folks are api 10 Say)
Wlien asked their task 10 touch,

"l'il put iî off, at least to day;
Lt cannot matter niuch."

Time is always on tlie îving
X'ou cannot stop ils fligbî;

Then do ai onîce your litîle tasks;
You'll bappier be at nigbî.

But little duties still put off
WVill end iii "lNeyer donc ;

And IlBy-and-by is time enougb»
Has ruined nîany a one.

- We/J S'j)ring.

JACK RICKABY'S FIRST FIGHT.

-- , CK RICKABV w.a: the siallest mian in
the regiliieuît. Iîideed, lie %vas tiot a1 r. in
at ail, lut a fouirteeiî.year.old druinier ho>,

lu and lie %vould not have heen acceîiîed, even
for the drtiiii corps, lîad îlot lus latlier beg-

ged tlie coloniel, Wvho was a frîeiud of the faiîîily, to take
the boy, for tic ptirpose of cuiriiig lîiîî quickly anîd
tliorouglîly of tlîe %var fe% Cr. 'l'le tu~ o meniigreud that
jack would take chilIs aîîd fevur 5001 riler the regiiuieuit
renclied the field, thai lîoinc.-sickiîess %would follow as a
niatter of course, and tlien Jack, discharged because of
plîysical unfitness for lus duties, îvotild gladly return tu
luis home, and îîever again ivant to leave it.

But this ingenious plan diii not vSok as was expecied.
jack did flot take the chilIs at ail. Wlieîher lie wvas
fit for the service, lîowver, the Colonel sonuetiies
doubted. Two soldierly qualities lie quickly developcd,
iii fine style. One ivas ani eîîorrnous appetite, and the
other a steady objection to getting up) iii the morniiîg,
but iieitber of tiiese uvas of iny special service to the
cause. At losing drumsticks, tearing lus clotiies, and
burning bis slîoes Miîen trying to dry îlîeîî, lie lîad îîot
an equal in the regiment. H-e is always iii urgent
need of somieîling îvhich could flot be lîad, always laie
at roll-calîs, and on inîspection lus knap-sack, could be de-
pended upon t0 display muore disorder and trash in a given
space than any other, even iii the druni corps. And
yet be 'vas so good-natured and clîeery, so full of cliatter
about the boys lie had left belîind, that the fathers and
brothers of these saîie boys spent a great deal of timie in
trying to keep lîim out of trouble.

Like most boys of thiat perind, lie ivas Ilspoiling for a
flght," although he hacl noîlîing to flght îviîl, aîîd
learned, to bis sorroîv, wvhen tue regiinent got iiuto its
first severe battle, tlîat the duty of drumimers ivas 10 stay
iii tlîe rcar aîîd carry the îvouuîded to the surgeon. But
this firsi battle %vas long in comnig, anud jack made (îuite
a niuisance of binîself ly exprcssiîîg lus midc as to tue
sloîvness of the generals and tlîe unfitncss of tue govern-
mîent to mnîîage a great ivar. Wheîiever the regimient
got mbt a1 skiriîiisli it wis Jack'*s luck 10 be left in camp,
eiîlîer on duty îvitl the guard, or by the intention of lus
Captain, îvbo, like tlie Colonîel, 'vas a frieîîd of the boy's
fanîily, and did îlot want to have to wvrite sad news
10 bis parents..

But the coveted opportunity canme uncxpcctedly one
niglît. 'l'le conipany to wliich jack bclonged %vas on
picket duty, aîîd jack ivas witl it. Lt ivas a pleasant
suimmer evenuîîg, and the reserve-lue men flot actually
on post ai the tinie-wverc lyiîîg on the ground, clîatting,
joking, and grumibling, according t0 their respective
tristes, îvhen crack crack 'crack !'vent soniîe rifles on
the pickct line. Up sprang tbe reserve. and nlone 100
soon, for back through the underbrush and trees came
tlie pickets. At first tbere seemed more of theni îlan
bad gone oui ; then, by tbe moonbcams thai straggled
down îlîrough the tree tops, the reserve , aw tbat the
greater part of the crowd ivore gray uiiiférms. It 'vas
not a uie 10 ask for explaîîations, for tbe visitors oui-
îiunîbered the reserve ait least ten 10 one, s0 tliere ivas
a lively scrub-race for a breastîvork a couple of hutndred
yards in the rear.

'['lien the firing-became very lively. The etîemny, wluo
ivere apparently nîaking a strong reconnîaissance, did
not care to »charge the bre.astwvork in the dark, but they
kept up a steady. lire from beluind rees and logs îvbcn-
ever. they saw.a âhead, and tie pickets returned tlîe
coînplimentuwhen they tbought îluey sav a gray elbowý.

Finally, reinforcements reached the breasîivork; érosseld
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