H98

THE COMMEBEROIAL.

THE PROPOSED SOUTH EASTERN
RAILWAY,

\Continurd from page viis. )
closed with on the best torms the Government
cao secure, Tho Governmeat which fails to
grasp the situation at such a viial moment as
tho present, will cersainly bo called to account
for their apathy, if not io .eir stupidity and
blundering.

Another little point our P'rovinelal (Govern
mont would do w:l. t» remember, namely. that
while tho I'rovince has incurred a debt of two
and a half million dollws almo t entirely for
railway development, not a dollar of that
amount hay as yet been sp:nt east of the R d
River, and to make their railway policy as jost
as it i8 progressive, wouid require tho expend.
iture of all the progectors of this road want on
tho eastern sido of this stream. The construc.
tion of this proposed 1vad would fili that jast
demand, and make tho Government policy
complete and uvique,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Manitoba legisluture hus unanimously
endorsed a resolution prepared by Mr. Fisher
in favor of the reconstruction or total abolition
of the federal senate.

Lrastus Wiman has pleaded not guilty to
the chargo of forgery, referced to in The Com-
mercial last week, and he has been admisted
to bail on a deposit of §25,000 cash, farnished
by Charles Deer, the implement maoufacturer
of Moline, Ilinois. , General Tracy, Mr,
\Wimean’s counsel, has mado the following state-
mont: I am entirely satisfied, after c'ose ex-
amination, that Mr. Wiman has committed no
crime, and unless I am great'y misinformed the
trial will develop & state of fa ts which will
show that Mr., Wiman is rot only nota crimi-
nal, but that he has done nothing that can
soriously reflect upon his horor or integrity as
a man,”

A bill has been introduced in the Manitoba
legislature to amend the County Courts act.
One of the important features of tha bill is the
proposal to increase the jurisdiction of the
court to cover claims amountiog to as much as
$400. Heretofore the county court jurisdic.
tion extended to claims amountiog cnly to §250
or ucdcr, and suits dealing with larger amounts
had to come up in the highitr and more expen-
sive courts, Yhe pr¢ pised amendment will be
favorably received as tending to reduce the
cost of litigation.

The Judicial Committce of the Privy Council
has given aan important decision respecting in-
rolvency legislation. A dispute arosc between
the Ontavio provincial authorities and the Fed-
eral Goveroment vegarding jurisdiction, the
claim being that the Federal Parliament had
exclusive control over legitlation affecting in-
solvency and bankrop-cy. The Privy Council
has declared the Ontario act respecting assiga.
ments and preferecces by insvlvents to be good
law, thus giviog authority to the provinces to
pass legitlation relatiog to insolvency.

In the Manitoba Legislature last week Mr.
Campbell moved, Tuatin the opinion of this

Housoe, the time has arrived when it is desirablo
tomako agrioculture a subjeot of stadyin the pub.
licschools, Thero woro several speoches in favor
of the motion, which was patsed. More prac-
tical and less ornamental education is vne cry

iog noed of the present day. Lhough farming
cannot b+ l-arned from bo ks, there are certain
rudimente of sgeiculture which migh tbe taught
to advantage in tho schodls, At any rateit
might cultivate a greater love and rerpoct for
agricultural pursuits, and have a tehidency to
keep young peop’e upin the farma, iostead of
draw.ng them from the farms to the cities,
which is a regretable feature of our present sys-
tom of education.

Inthe last issuo of the Canalian Mining
Gaz:tto there appears an article giviog o
description of a new process which is boiog
espo cinlly introduced into this countiy by Dr.
Eames for tho treatnent of refractory ores. 8.
V. Halstead, who is iuterested fn a promising
property in the Rat Portagoe district, has ohip-
ped to Toronto a car liad of ore, which is to
come under this treatmeant. It is theintention
of ths proprietors of the process to teat the
etficacy of thoir treatment upon ghe product of
thete miner, and if tho experiment is successful,
a mill of this class will be established at Rat
Portage. It has been claimed heretoforo that
tho difficulty of miniog develcpment in the dia.
uriot was owiog to the refractory ores, which
cannot be handled by the ordinary stamp mill
process. 1f a successful method for treating
this class of ores has been discovered, it should
go a lung way toward assisting in the develop
ment of the Lake of the Woods district,

According to law, muaicipalities in Manitoba
areallowed to give bonuses for flour mills, while
theyare prohibited from giving beausesfor other
purposes. During a debate to amend the Muni.
cipal Act in the Legislature recently, a strong
disposition waa shown to abolish the exception
allowed in the case of flour mills, several mem.
bers condemping bonusing of any natuse what.
ever. It would perhaps be just about as well
if no exception were made in favor of flour
mills. Insome cases mills have amply repaid
tho district in which they are located, for the
amount of the bonus given them, but in a aum-
ber of other instances, where mills have been
erected through the influence of a bonus, noth.
ing but diseatisfaction has been the result.
Probably results have been unsatisfactory ina
mejority of cases. It is generally vecognized
that the principle of bounusing is wrong, and
when this principle is recognized and legislated
upon, it is ia itself a strong argument against
making exceptious ia the case of particular in.
dustrien. Asa general principle it would bu
the proper course to say, either abolish the

right to bonusing, without exceptions, or allow

bonusing generally.

A suit of special interest to reta’l merchants
came up in Winnipeg on Monday, which in.
volved the question of respcusibility of a hus-
band for the payment of goods sold to his wife,
after she bad left him. The wife of Edward
Taylor, near Winnipeg, ordered $137 worth of
goods from Jerry Robinson & Co., of Winnip g.
The woman was at this time living with her

mother, haviog left her husband. Taylor was
sued for tho amount of the purchase, and at
the first trial Judge Walker g e judgment for
plaintiff. Tho case was appealed and came
bofore Judgo Bain, who roversed the decisfon
in tho first suit. His lordebip held that the
ovidence showed that Mrs. Taylor left her
husband without his consent and the separation
did not take place by mutual consent. It also
fuiled to justify tho contention that it was on
account of defendant's noglect to provide for
his wife that she was compolled to leave him.
She had no impl.ed authority to pledge his
credit for avon necessarios, and ovea {f she had
sathority to purchaso necestaries for horself it
had not been showa that the goods were neces-
saries. The circumstances under which Mrs.
Taylor bought so large a bill of goods should
have made the plaiatiffs cautions.

It is commonly belioved that while ths im.
frovemont of the Red river navigalion, so as
to mako tho river navigable in all seasons be.
tween the lnko and W innipeg, would be a bene.
fic to the lattor oity, it would injure the town
of Selkirk, which "is now the the head of navi.
gation in low water.  Capt. Robinson, who is
about the best poated man in regard to the re
sources of the lako region, and a large proporty
owner at Selkirk, however differs from this be-
liof, and expresses the opinicn that Selkirk
would gain rather thao receive injury from the
proposed improvement of the river nuvigation.
Capt. Robinson, who is largely interested in
lumbering on Lako Winnipeg, further says
that they could lay down the lumber at Wiani-
peg from the lake at $3 per thonsand less
money thau at present, if the boats could come
vight to the city, instead of being obliged to
traosfer the lumber from boats to the railway
at Selkirk. Cordwood from the lake could be
laid down at Winnipeg for §1.75 per cord less
than the coat by the present mode of double
handling. Mr. Robinson says that business on
the lake is four timeu greater now than it was
before the mouth of the river was deepencd.
No doubt the further improvement of the river
as far as Winuoipeg would briog about a much
more rapid inciease of shippiog and general
trade upon the lake.

In the Manitobs Legislaturo last weck Mr.
Martin moved : That in tho opinion of this
House, the schools of this province should be
secular, pure and simple. If it would satisfy
tha opponents of the national school system of
this province, by all means let us have purely
secular schools. There is abundant opportun-
ity for our young people to receive religious in-
struction in this country outsida of the public
schools; and indeed it is questionable if the
religious exercisos conducted ia the achools is
atall edifying or restraining to the pupils.
The writer's own experiences of the religious
exercises in the schools in his school days is
quite the contrary. Iasuch a mixed commun.
ity as we have in Manitoba, there seems to be
good reason to belizve that veligious teaching
might be left entirely to home and Cherch in
fluences, with advantage to the state. True
religion, we do not believe, would suffer in the
least from. this course, while anything that
would help to restore harmony amoang the
people, without a\ucriﬁce toany interest, shoyld
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