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styling thomselves Shaw & Simpson began
business in Montrcal a short, time ago, and ad
vertized freely for consigomenta of pioduco
from farmer®, guarauteelog, of course, much
better returns than local dealers could pay.
Consignments of produce roon bogan lo pour
in, and the firm did o largo business, but the
unfortunate farmers unever rcceived aunything
for their goads, ‘The produvs was sold off
quickly. at low prices, for cash, aud the money
pocketed. ‘I'ho mombers of the tirm, who it is
gaid wero working under assumed namee, have
disappeared. T'his {s not a eingle expericnce of
the kind in the produce cotmission trade,
Such focidents havo occurredl Lefore, and will
occur agzaio,

Ir anything further is nceded to demenstrate
the gieat velue of wa'er communication, it
will bo found in the comgletion of the Man-
chestor ship canal. 'Tais is ono of the greatest
undertakings of tho age. It has been carried
out by tho expenditure of a vast sum, but great
as tho expense has been, there is every prospect
that it will bo a profitable work. Notwith-
standing the greot progresa inado by railways,
and the griat reduction in freight charges,
compared with what they woro somo years
ago, water commuaication is still to tho fore.
Iodeed, when it comes to the cost of moving
heavy commodities, the railways cannot com.
peto with water routes of transportation. The
teason from thiais that therois a great future
for our inland water-ways here in Western
Canada, which sre destined to become principal
artories {n the commerce of the country. The
Manchester ship canal wi'l be oprued, it is
aunounced by cable, on the fivst of December.
The canal is now receiving water, and it will
take about two weeks to fill it to the required
depth.

Tug absurd results which are frequently ob-
obtained from trinls by jury, reccived a atrik-
ing illustiation at Winunipeg this week in the
trial for murder of one Riley and an allrged ac.
complice pamed Lo Blanc. A man was found
dcad, supposed to have been murdered aund
sobbed. The parties named were held for trial
charged with the crime, The evidence indi-
cates that Le Blanc had only taken a passive
partin the orime. e is suprosed to have
stood on guard some distance away, while the
actusl felooy is al'eged to bave been commiited
by Riley. T.s Rlanc’s trial came on first, and
to the surprise of many who had fellowed the
caso, he was found guilty of murder by the
jory. People began to say : If Le Blanc—the
supposed passive accomplice—committed muy-
der, what in the world will the jury find the
other man guilty of? But still another sur-
prise, greater than the first, was in store for the
public, for the jury, in the trial of Riley—the
alleged priveipal in tho crime—returned a ver-
dict of not guilty—~practically an acquittal. Oh,
Justice ! how peculiar are your renderings.

Thos. Thompkins, contsactor for the four
Canadian Dacific depote, at the towns of Portage
la Prairie, Biandon, Regina, and Calgary west
of Winpipeg, snd a_diving hall at the latter
point, has completed his work and yesterdny
the buildings were taken over by the railway
compeny. The total cost was over $100,000,
Al the brildings sve great-improvements upon
tho structures which tacy replace.
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All quotations, unlcss othensise specified, aro wholes
wle forsuch cuantitics an ate usaally taken by retail
dealers, and 2re suhect to the udual reduction on targo
aqnantities and to casit dlscounts.}
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Refore tho last CoMMRRUTAL reporting wintry
weather had gone into circulation, there was a
decided cl:ango in the atmospherle conditions,
Tho wints» woather disappeared, anl it has
been very wnildall this weok. Tho hoges of
dry goods and clothivg dealors, which were
bright a weeh ago, in oxpeotation of a con-
tinuaace of cold weather which then prevailed,
have been brushed away. A brisk pa-cel trade
was doue in «1,thing, fcllowing tho cold suap,
but it soon fisttened out with the return of
mild weather,

Thero has been o lieavy movement of grain
by rail esstward tho past two weeke, tho move.
ment being the hecaviest on record in Manitoba
‘The movement of wheat eastward to dato this
seaton s larger than in any provious year,
and particulaily large this zosson in pro-
portion to tho crop. Early in the season
tho idoa prevailed that farmers would not sell
on account of thte low prices, but the resnlt
shows differently, as nearly all the wheat goirg
forward is ouc of farmers’ bands. Business
men outsido of the grain trade do not seem to
realize this, aud talk about farmers holdirg
their wheat. Couniry merchants write to
wholesalo dealers and report that farmers aro
holding their grain, giving this as a reason for
inability to make prompt payments. Xhere
may bo a few points where farmers are hold.
ing their grain, but it is not true of
the country genorally, and the statement
that they aro holding is eithor dose to mislead,
or is made through lack of irformation, The
fact is, that farmers will sell when prices aro
low and hold when they are high. This is the
general rale, as can be proved by compariog
higii and low price yeara. This year prices are
the lowest on record, and farmers have told
very freely.

The atatement that farmers ere holding their
grain, is something of a chroaic remark in this
country during the first half of the crop year.
It is made asong of by those who are slow pay,
as the most of us aro just now. Butit is true
that a large part of the wheat-crop has paczed
out of tarmers' hands already Farmers' sules,
however, bave been much smaller this week, as
they have been busy plowing, and prices bave
dropped, whicn has also checked sales, while
roads are bad in the eastern districts, from the
melting of the heavy snow storm of last week.

The winter promises to be a dull one in grain,
as prices will bo very low for wheat after the
closc of navigatirn, when wiater freight rates
come in, unlees there is an advance iu foreiga
wheat contres in the wmeantime. QOan the
present basis of prices, the price of wheat in
Manitoba will be horrible to contemplate,when
wioter rates come into effect, and this is giving
rise to a strong feeling in favor of a reduction
in all rail freights. The Winvipeg board of
trade has been communicating with the Can.
adien Pacific people in the hope of obtaining
a reduction in all rail freights eastward for
grain, As we havo 2aid, wheat will be so low
when winter freights come in, that what wheat
the farmers ‘have left will likely be held

for a while, in tho hcpe of higher prices,
consequently the eurly wintor will by dull,
erpecially as there is but a limited quantity
of coarss graios to market this winter,
crops of oats and barley being very light.
Thate who talk about cash being slow becaure
farmers are holding _their grain w+  thereforo
find their mistake, for the heaviest 1 wh of tle
scason is now over. The balanco of the crop
promiees to dribble out alowly.

Outsido of wheat, pmices are high for most
lines of produce. Fggs are bhigh, butter is
very firm and high, and cats are high, while
poultry is also high, In these lines of produce
prices are higher hero than in Qatario markets.

A finture ¢f local intereat only is the
decline in  the prico of breud, Tug
ComMERCIAL was the first peper to ask for
o reduction in the price of bread in Winnipeg,
poloting out in a stroog article that Lread was
out of proportion to tho prica of flour. At that
timo Winanipeg bakers were eelliog fourteen
two pound loaves for §1. Immediately upon
the publication of the article in Tnr Cou.
MERCIAL, tho bakers held & meeting, and re-
duced tho price to sixteen loaves for §1. But
this reduction was not satisfactory to the con.
sumer, especially as the price of flour con.
tinued to deciide, and more recently somo of
the other city papers took up the question,
After much agitation the price was dropped to
cightecn loaves, and this week n further cut
wus made to twenty loaves for §1. Only those
who pay cash, tho bakers say, are to get the
twenty loaves, and eightecn will be given when
the item is book, This is the recognition of a
principle which Tue CoMMRRCIAL has long con.
tended for. Let those who pay cash have
their goods on a cash basls, which means
that they thou!d not be charged for
losses in  creiit  business.  Winaipeg
bakers have perhaps not made a great deal of
money, but they would make a great deal more
werc it not for their lorsesin credit transactions,
1t is not justice, however, to charge a high
price to cash and credit customers slike, in
order to cover credit lostes, as it is simply tax.
ing the cath customer to make up for the bad
accouvts, for which he is in no sense respon
sible.

There is plenty of grumbling about slow
payments.  Ail reports, however, are not
80 black. Two of the larg:st wholesale
houses in Winnipeg reported their payments
for O.tober better than for the same month of
last year, and October is about the heaviest

month in the year for mercantile paper. A.

good deal of paper falls dus on Novembor 4,
but not to much as during October. November
payments zeems to be rather poorer than
October. Altogether paper appears to be not
as well met as at this scasun o yearago, though
collections are probably being pushed barder
this year than last,

Fisir axp Ovsters—A larger trade is doing
in country orders, C. salmon is not now
coming forward, but there is plenty of cold
storage stock, brought in earlier in the season,
Prices are lchigher. Some Pucific coast fresh
herring were in the markot this week, but not
in wholesale quantitics, Haddies are firm.
Prices aru:—Fcesh fish—White tish, 6 toGhe 3
Lake Superior trout, 9¢, and luke herrings 3¢
per dozen; B, C. ealmon, 15¢; halibut, 124c,
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